Decision Xo. é 2 52

ZEFORE HE RATIIRCAD COLMISSION OF THE STATE OF CATIFORNIA.

In the Lgtter of the Application of
HOLION INTER-URBAN RAILUAY COMPANY,

& roilwoy corporotion operating in
Impexial County, State of Califormis,
for antbority and leave of the Rail-
road Commission 10 discontinue the
caxxying of poszengers by saeid appli-
cant compaxy from and between Zl
Centro and Eoltville, in said County
and State, or fox an oxder of the said
Comd.ssion granting end suthorizing
Stch other and further relief as 10 the
Commission mey appesx just.

dpplication Noe 4827,
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I. B. Potter for Applicant.
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Zolten fnte-r—u::'osm Railway Company, & corporation,
has yetitioned the Railroad Coxmission for an oxder amthoxizing
the discontinuonce of passenger seﬁice on ité line Dbetween
Zoltville and El Centro, all in Imperiel County, for the reason
wnat the patronage accorxded the line is unprofitable and ‘i_s
roesulting in countinued and Increasing deficits.

4 public heaxring on the application was conducted by
Zzaminer Handlord at EL Centro on September 24, 1919, the matter
was duly submitted and is now ready for decision.

Applicant nercin, in the endeavor +to furnish fts
potrons salisfaciory passenger service at the nminimum operating
cogt, discontinued the operation o steom passenger trains om
Decombexr 3L, 1917, and ploced in service a passenger dus, with
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a copacity of sevenieen passengers, such bus veing equipped with
combination steel and rubber tires, permitiing operation over
both the ralils of the applicant and the public highways. A
service of six round trips per day has been maintained, on
spproximately two hour intexvals. DNotwithetanding the experi-
ment the petronage of the traveling public has not been accorded
the service offered by the opplicemt ond the deily average number
of passengers carried Ls less than tweaty pex cent ol the coxrxy-
ing capécity of the equipment.

The xoute o the railway is parulleled by tho sexvice
of magsenger automoblle stages, operating on an howrly schedule
detween 7:00 A. M. and 7:00 P. M., and charging higher rates
than those in effect on the line of the applicant.

A statement fi1led dy the applicént ag an exnibit
sappoxting the spplication in this proceeding inmdicates that
during the poriod of seventeen montks, Jaausry, 1918, to lay,
1919, inclusgive, the total number of passengers caxried was
19, 354 or an avefﬁge 0f 37.5 passengers por day. The total
rovenuo duximg the some poriod amouwnted to $6,946.10, the total

expense exclusive 0% any depreciation cmounted to $6,681.66, &

profit of $264.44 or an averoge profit of $l15.55 per month.

M totel expenses, including deprecistion, for the above period
amounted 10 58,411.76, indicating s deficit of $1,465.66 or an
aversge deficit of §86.21 per month. Me record further indicates
thot the monthly deficits are increasing, due to travel becoming
lighter and operating expcnses increasinge.

4Lt the hesring on this gpplication there was no
eppearances or witnesses in proiest sgalnst the granting of the
epplication, slthough tke notice of the public hearing had been
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advertlised in a newsgpaper of current cireulsgtion in the territory
served by epplicent®s line, also notices were posted at all

stations of the applicant and in the cars.

We axe of the opinion that this ig & situation where

clesrly the public prefers the use of auntomobile sfages even at
& higaer rate over the route for which applicant seeks chbandon-
mer+t of passenger service, aud in the absence of protest of any
kind snd the feoet that a continuing deficit is accumulating in
the continuenee 0% a serxvice whicd is not patronized dy the
public,iv is Ddbetler than the enexrgies of the aioplics.nt company
dirceted to the fummishing of o cstisfaclory freight service, the
sbandomment of the freight service not being Incinded with the
passenger service, relief from whica is zought in this proceed-
ing.

fher careful conczideration o0f the epplication and of
the evidence in this proceeding, we are oL the opinion that the
epplication cshould be granied.

I0 IS ZERSEY OSDERED that this avplication be and the

same horeby is gramted, subjeet to the following conditions.




A’ppiicam't horein before disconiinuing passenger service
between Holtville and E1 Centro’ shall post notices for the
information of theo tré.vc-ling public In all 1ts stations and
passenger ears, suck notlce to contain the date upon walch the
discontinuance of passenger service shall become effective under
the permission hereby granted. |

The Commicsion reserves the 2ight to malke such other

snd further oxdersz in ithls proceeding 25 to it may be considered

Juet and proper, or ag the public convenience and necessity nay ,

in the Judgment of the Commission, demand.
Dated st Son Pramcisco, Californis, this JZo.d day of

Cadetss , 199,

Commiscioners.




