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GIORGE H. KITDANS,
Complainant,
V. Case No. 1316.
.Ob ANGILES RAILWAY CORPORATION,
Defondsnt.
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C. C. Eartley, for Complainant,

Gibeon, Dunn end Crutechexr, f£or Dofendant.

BRUNDIGE, Commissioner.

CREINION

The Complainant in thie case represents a number of
vetitioners residing in end edjscent to Buwntington Park, Los
Angoles Cownty, Califoxrmis, who ask the Commiesion to male an
order reguiring the Defendant to extend ite 9etrect railwsy
ayetem from the vpresent terminue on the Santa Fe Avente line
south to Florence Avenue, & distance of 1.06 miles. Tne ex-
tenelon zaked for is desired bdecause it would sccommodate, sc-
cording to Complainant, a very large number o2 residente of
Tuntington Park and adjoining territory. A petition asking
that this oxtensdoy be made snd containing about eight hundred

names wes filed in comnection wita the complaint.




The Defendant in ite answor stetes that it 19 fiman-
¢ially uwnadle to comstruct the desired extension anmd that public
convenlience and mecessity 4o not require this expenditure. De-
fendant also stetes that a double track street railwaj line is
now mainteined and operated selong Pacific Boulevard in Euntinémoﬁ
Pork parsllel to Santa Fe Avemue st & distance of 1500 foet snd
taet this line furnishes sdequate service to the public living
in tiie vieinity. The enswer to the complaint also mskes the
point thet the Defendant has no franchise or other righte to
congtruct the extension prayed for .and that this Commission ié
without Juriediction t¢ order such an extension.

This care wa9 heard inm Tos A.ngeles on Jwae 19, 1519.
The Commiscion's Engineering Devertmemt had been instructed to
nake aniinvestisation into the merits of the complaint and the
department’'s report was filed at tiais kearing. |

The investigation 2aowe that there are now about 250
reeidencesland houses in the dietrict immedistely tridutary to

the nrovoced extension, with o meximum population of approximete-
1y 2,000. The majority of the patione of the line are, however,
now ecorved either by the Pacific Boulevard line or By the lines

of tae Paclfic Zlectric Reilwsy running tarough Bwntington Park.

It sppesrs that 2 single track extension, making use
0L old rail and edopting the leasst expensive construction stand-
ards, could not be built for lese than 125,000. Assuming this

¢ost and also & minimum operation, namely 1 one-msn shuttle ear

giving ebout g Zifteen minute cervice snd connecting with every

gecond car on the Sants Fo Avenue line, the operating expenses
wounld amount to $22.40 per day, to walch should be a2dded o mini-
mum sllowence for deprecistion, taxes and interest of $9.29 per

day. & minimum gross revenue from the extemsion of $31.89 would




be‘necesaary; therefore, in order to vay for the bare cost of
thie service. About 650 cash fares por day would be roquired
to pay the oxpenses of oporating the proposed extenmsion. ALc-
cqrding ©o the Zngineoering Depart&ent'e.estimate; in the neigh-
borhood of 500 cash fares per day cowld bo expected from this
district. But eince moet of these -patrons now use the Eunting-

won 2ark line oxn Pocific Boulevard, »robadbly not more than

twenty ver cent of the 500 riders WoOULA D6 844171081 farsy o

the Oompany. A xet galn in traizic of 200 additional csash faroco
oach day could be expected, taeroZore, by roason of tide addi-
tiomal service. The groes revenue from these fares would he
v10.00 per day. With grogs expenses of {3l.69 por day, this
would mean a net 1099 each day of $21.69.

The witnesses for the Compleinant questioned thie earn-

ing estimate as too comscrvative. In view Of the fact, aowewer,

that an eightoen hour traffic chock at Vernon snd Santa Fe Ave-
rues was mede by the Engineering Departmemt, with the showing
that a2bout 1,800 persons or 132 rownd tripe ride in and out of
the cntire district south of Vernon Avenus now served by the Eun-
tington Pork 1ine, the estimate Would not coem uwpoouwnrd. From this
entire & otriet &t this timo the Company recoives about 3,600 fares
per day, with the reeult that the Euntington Park limne is not pay-
ing the expenses of operation 9ince its revemuwe per car nile is
only about 17.3 centes. It ls evidenmt thet ite carnings would be
further decrezded by the cometruction ol tae propofed extenslon.
Altoouga Euntington Park szd the adjacént territory is
a repidly growing community, it does not appezr ILrom the evidence
in the caoe that comi itions in the ncar future will change to an
extent to warrant an order ue ssked for by the Complainant becawse

of immediate Iuture development. If Jater such a development




should oeccwr, the matter cen agein be taken wndor coneideration.
In view of thie condition and aleo having in mind toe
fact that the torritory in gquestion i9 not withow etreet car ocr-
vice (although tho roguested eoxtension wounld undoubtedly add to
ptblic converience), it dooe not 2oem ressonable to require the
Company *o construct thie line at tirie time.
I recommend %0 e Commiseion that the complaint be

diomiesed witzout prejudice.

Q2D2ER

Compleint havipg been made by CEORGE H. XIUIAN sgained
LOS APGELAS RAILWAY CORPORATICN acking for the extension of De-
fondant'e otreot rallway oyetem ge et forth in the foreto;ng
Cripion; an inveatigation having been made end & hearing having
veen held: and tho Commiseion f£inding 29 a fact that public con-
venienco cnd necessity 4o not requirs the conetruction o the de-
aired oxtemsion and that an unreaconsble expense would kave to be
incurred by Defendant if such an exfension were ordered, and that

the gro9ss rovenue would be insufficlent o pay the cost of service:

TT IS EERESY ORDERED Thet the gomplaint be,and the same

i hereby, dlemiesed without prejudice.

‘mhe foregoing Opinion and Order sre hereby approved and
ordered filed &9 the Opinion end Order of the Railroad Commiceion

of the State of Celifornis.

Dated st Sen Franciseo, Californis, this_Z __Gday of 3oz

Oetrtiers, o




