- Decision No. [.’7 ’-/'7 :

3ZFORE TZE RAIIROAD COLIISSION OF TES STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the ‘

application of Poxrt Coste

Werehouse & Dock Company ARDLICATION N0.4929
for authority to increase

warenouse rates.

In the matter of the sppli-~
cetion of Callifornis VWasrs &
Warohouse Company for authority AZPLICATION N0.4930
t0 Increase warohouse rates.

IN thoe mattor of the enpli-

cation of Grangers Business APRPLICATION NO.493%
Assoclation for authority to

increese warerouse rates.

Semborn & Rochl, by E. E. Sanborn, for Avplicants.

MARTIN, Commissioner.

Applicants herein oworate public warenouses at Port Costa,
broverties involved boing contiguous 40 each other and construct-
ed ovor tide londs on the south side of Carquinez Straits. These
werchouses and their sxpporting vh arves wore built rrimaxily to
moot the domends of the export trade im grain, approximstoly 9075
of all business handled boing losded to deeypses craft Lfor airect
saipment to Zurope. Since Port Cosite is not a logical »lace
for growers to store their graln for long vericdds, and because
of the neocessity <for spplicants %o reserve a large amownt of
Space In troir werchouses Lor handling graindiréctly”'thrcmgh‘
to ships, 1t Lfollows +that their gross revenves Will e strongly
alfected by whstever changes ere mado from $ime to time in the
wages of employeocs necessary to offect o rapid trensfor of

corcals Lrom car or river ecraft to docpsen vessels.




The service rorlormed dy apdlicants boing similar if not
idenvical in =oll »articulsrs, thelr nresent chergos sre likewise
ldentical, ond the roguest for incrossed rstes in esch case is
thae saro. For theso roasons the epplications were heord Lo~
gethex, it being sitivulated that facts develomed by the teostimony
in e given insteance nmight be deemod as 2pplying to all.

2resent rates, rotos pronosed in the applications and resulte-
ing lnereases ore shown in perallel colurms in the Zollowing table:

WARSEQUSE CEARGES

- n Grain -
Rates in Cents Per Ton

Drovosed Ineroase

Wolghing and losding into cars 40 15

Wolghing and dolivering to ship -
irect Lrom car to cralt 40 15

Direct from warehouse 35 L5

From dump (in werohouse or on
dock) if losded within 2 days 50 15

Trom cleanor or grader dwmps 35 15

htys

welgring or ropilivg - option lots 25 40 15

- On Scrocnines and Rejoctions

welghing rojJections without
addltional sorvice

Welghing screenings

welgnhing ond piling screenings
0X gredor

welghing and loading screcnings
into cers

- Tolls =

Grain dolivered from craft to
ship ot dock, Including wolighing 25

-
<

Additionsl charge nrovosed

For labor receiving, l.c., Londiing,
trucking, weighing and niling
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Applicents base their roguest upon the showing that subse-

guent to Nowembor 27, 1917,~ ot wailch time their »rosent rates
wore establishod by tke Commission in Decision No0.490L,- it has
beex nocessary “o Increase by 60% the wages of all warehouse
leborers. Sald omployoes roceived on Novembor 27, 1517,

50 conts per hour ench, which wage was later volunterily inereased
to 60 conts per hour omd or Septomber 2, 1919, agelin sdvanced,
wnder stress of strike conditions, to 80 cents per hAour por man.
It I1s asserted by spplicents that the imverativo need Lor moeting
the dexends of labor in talis cese is attested by the fact that
thousands of tms of grain doposited on river banks end in dangér
of great damage, could not othorwise have hecn expeditiously
andled; 1t is fuxrther alleged thet tho rosent rates charged by
applicents for the services irndicated in the foregoing table ™are
wholly inadoquate by reason of the increcased cost of labor.”

A hesring on the spvlications was held in San Franeisco
on Septembor 19, 1919, at which time oral testimony s=nd certein

finenclal statements were submitited im support thereof. These

statements are not wniform as 10 weriods covered, and may not here

pe usefwlly quoted 1 full, Dub Lor the latest twelvesmonths neried
ropated tho not operating revonue of oach iz ms Lollows:
Dort Costa Waso. & Doek Co. *§ 4264030
Celifornia Trerf & Thse. Cos F 15,700496
Grangors' Buslness Assn. F  25,602.25
* Calendar yoox ~ 1918.
¥ Yeer ending iy 31, 1919.

The abovo showing does not include deprociation of buildings
and equipment nox Intorest on investmont, oxcont as to Dort Costa
warohouse & Dock Compeny ageinst whilch an arbitrery doprociation
chnarge of 55000. is writton; and, a8 mey be soon, covers a vreriod
sntodating ¥the »rincipel inercase in woges.

California Thars and Varehouse Company estimates that the
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Cwill
latost cdvanco in wagoes/inercose. its emaual payroll by $27,000.,

and +tnat other incroasos necessary in tho office wayroll will
8dd another $1500.; this company, if mormal conditions rrevail,
wotld empect, wador incroased rates requested, zdditional rov-
onue amounting o 525,000. or 380,000. Port Coste Warehouse
& Dock Comweny ostimetes +hat its entire ocxvensce for the mresent
soeson will be incroased 40%, or gbout $27,000., while ostimaved
sdlitionsl revonuo which tho vroposed incresses would produce
Lor tne same veriod is placod at §$25,000. Grangers Business
Associotion produced no Lfigures to show its inercased operating
expenses under the new woge scale, but 1ts nrobable additional
revenue wWas estimated by Lte princival witness O be not more
than 330,000. In o%her words, it is claimod by spplicants,-
tostinony supported such claim,~ that The PUrpose of the
rosent procecding is o prescrve, as nearly as nossible the
1918 sitotus of thoso compaxioes, by protecting thelr rovenues o
point thot will insure continued §0od Scrvico.
There was no ono wrosent at tho nearing to opposc grant-
ing %he amplication, notwithstanding the uswal vublicity znd a
chowing by the tostimony thot the metior nad doecn laid vefore
sne commercial hodles of San Francisco, whore 905 of applicants’
patrons oro ongaged Ian business. ’
Trom tho testimony vresontod ot the hearing, and from
all the facts swrrounding tho peculiar warelouse SOYvico nocessary
wiroments ot arpnlicants’ warchouses st Port
osta, I am of the oninion that the proposcd lacresses have baon
I vocommond tho following

(ad

LTorm of oxdow,

. .
Port Costa Tarochouse & Dock fompany, Colifoxrnia Wasrf end

Weorohouse Comopazy, and Grengors' Business Association each having

-

-
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caorges os per IxXnivit TLM  accompanying the apvlications, a
noering heving boon held theroon, tho meticr having boon sub-
nitted cnd being now ready for decision,

ID IS EERZBY FOUXD A4S A TACT that tze vrosent retos of

-

applicants imsofar os thoy conflict with retes sot Lfortk horo-

In aro wnjust, waroasonacble and non-compensatory, and that
ratos fixod heredn arc Just and rcasonable charges for tae
servicos indicatoed.

3esing 1ts ordoxr upon the Lorogoing finding of Tact
and upen ovhor facts cogtained in the opinion nreceding thais
ordor,

IT IS HIREZY ORDIRED that Eoft Cogta Woronouse and
Doclk Company, Califoraic Wherf and Werehouse Compmany, G}ansors'
Susiness Lssoclation be and they are horedy authorized to ypublish
end file within twenty (20) doys Irom date horcof and thercafter
collect, for the services indicated, the following ratos,- eppli-~

ablo at gort Costa:

WAREEQUSE CEARCES

-0z Grain - .
2or Ton
Welghing end loading into cars o)

Welghing and dolivoring 1o saip
Direet from car to cralt &0

Diroet Lrom warohouse «35

From dwmr (in warehousze or

on doek), if losded within

two days . . . . «50

From cleanor or grader dugps

Welghing or reowiling option lots
- On Seroenings end Rojections =

Welighing recjoctions without addlitionsl
service

Telghing scroonings . . .

Welghing oand piling screonings
oxX=-grader . . . . .

Welghing and looding screenings into cars
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TOLLS

= 0n Grain - zer Ton

Telghing end delivering from craft to cshiv at dock

ADDITIONAT EAVDIING CEARGE

(Lppliceble only onm commoditics roceived for gtorage)

Receiving,~ L.0., hendling, trucking, weisghing and ﬁiling 25

The foregoing opiniorn and oxder are horeby apvvroved axd
ordered £ilod as the omninion and order of the Reilroed Commission
of the State of Celifornic. S

Deted ot San Prancisco this 55¢“‘ day of Seslaxher,l919.

Commissionerse




