
Deolsion 10. ( 7 Zt 
:BEJOBE TBE RAILROAD COJOaSSIOI 

OF THE S~~ OF CALIFORNIA. 

III the l!.e.tter of 1he App110a t10n of 
the :OIRmTOR GElf.ERAL OF :RAILROADS 
operattng ATCHISON. ~OPEKA AND SAUTA 
:FE RAILROAD. Coast Linea. £om the 
ATCHISON • ~OPEU.AlD SAN~J. TE RAIL
WAY COKPAliY. a corporat:lDn. to abol
ish an overhead orosslng, eto. 

) 
) 
) 
) Application NO. 4496. 
) 
) 
) 

Platt Xent aXld J •. W. Vlalker, for Director 
General of Railroads. 

Creed, Jones and Dell. for TOwn of Pinole. 
W. J. Looke, :for Town ot lieroules. 
L. E. Sperr.v, for Heroules Powder COIDp8Xl1'. 

BY THE CQDtISSIOB: 

OPINIOlf 

In this prooeed1:og the United State" Railroad Adm1n1,,

tratloD and the Atohl8on. Topeka and ~ta Fe Ra1lwa7 Comp&n7 

eeekperm1ee1on to aboliSh an overb&ad bridge at the Company'e 

Engineer' 8 station 412+60.5, about three hundred (300) ~eet. 

more or les8. ea.eter17 from 8&14 ral1wq companl' 8 stat,ton a" 

Pinole. Contra Costa Count,v. or to haTe the br1dS8 repa1red 

and ~ntatned at the sOle'cost of the Tow.n o~ Fino1e. 

A publl0 hearing wa.8 held In th1e mtter at Pinole be

tore Exam1Zler :Brookman on septembe 23. 1919. 

!rom the evidenoe it. appears that the bridge in queet10D 

was orlg1nallJ' ereoted about 1899, bl" the san J1Tano1eao a'tld: 
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san Joaquin valley Railroad, in congLderat1on of a oertain right 
o~ way grant by Mre. XA 'to ~. COue1.%l8, ~or tho passage over the 

railroad of vehicles, cattle, eto. The san Frano1soo and san 
Joaqu1n va11.1' :Ra1lroad was therea:fter aoquired by the saitta l., 
which enbeequent17 raised the bridge for proper overhead olear

anoe, and lengthened the approaehes on aoooux.t of widening ita 

roadbed some six or eight rears ago. 

Although this bridge -'8 or1g1nall7 bu1.1t as a private 

oroe81ng, it bas, for the :p&st ten :veal's, been extensive~ used 

by lale publi0 and. in faot, :baa beco'me a public h1ghW8.7 through 
• 

use. Sinoe 1 t VBS or1g1ml~ built, the Heroules POwder COIDpal:l1' 

bas aoquired most of tbe land north of the railroad, whero 1 ts 

plant 18 DOW' looated and where it has establ1ahed the !rom of 

Hercules. L1kew1s e. the ~own of Pillole has grown up on the 

south Side of the sante Fe. 

!rhe bridge 18 used exten81v.~ b;y school oh1li. ren a:al 

all other p s:"SOXlS do~ 'busines8 betwem Pinole and Heroules. 

There are no stores in :S:er0l11ee am the union sohool is in 

Pinole. The only other route between the two towns 1~ qu1te 

oirouitous and &pprox1lratel7 twice &8 long .a8 the. rout. OT8r 

the br1dge in question. ~he overhead br1d8':' oannot, therefore. 

a Ter,y well. be al:&Dd.oned, as ·1t me beoome a neoosa1t,. to "the 

two towns. It 1e aleo & benefit to the railway CODJpaD;Y in 

that 1t keeps all of this travel off of its "traoks •. !he ~.-' 

trouble seems to' be tbat the bridge has been outgrown bl modern 

traffio, and 18 beiDg overloaded so that a serious aoo~dent 18 

l1able to oocur. 

ID8peot1on of the bride- ehows that the floor 18 qui te 

worn and needs renew1ng. .An' .&lIaJ.ye18 ot 1 ta strength al:.&we 

t:ba t the frame bema should be of heav1 er dee1gn~ The floor 

eystem 18 suf'f1oieJXt17 strong to eupport two eeven-paosenger 

automobiles fUl17 loaded, a load equ1valeut to 10.000 pounds. 



The right of way agreement pr evious17 re:terre4 to 414 

not ap8cif7 that the l'8.1lroad oompaDj" was to ma1nta1n th1e 

bridge an~. aooord1ng to the teet1moDY. 1t has not 40D •• 0 

outa1de of tb.e alteratioDs mentioned aboTe. The general 

po1107 followed where grades have been separated 1e that the 
or 

overhead/bridge port1on of the grade separat:1Dn shall be ma1n-

ta1ned by thoee ue1Xlg·1t; £or 1netanoo. a ra1~oaa ma1nta1ne 

ita traok and steel bridges where it passes over a highw.,. 

and the state, oount,- or munioipality ma1ntaine the street 

underneath, a.nd v10e versa. The cost of construction 18 

genere.l~ prora ted equal~ between the two 1nterested parti ••• 

In this prooeed1ng 1t appears reasonable to require the 

railroad oomps.ny to replace that portiOn of 'the bridge whioh 

was imdequately designed in the first 1neta.no •• and thiA 

be1!J6 done. the towns of Pinole and Hercules equal:q ehoUld 

ehare the coat of ma1nta1.n1ng the bridge. 

ORDER 

This prooeediDg hav1l:lg come OD regularl,. for hearing. 

at which all interested p&rtiee were represented. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED. that the overhead bridge at santa 

1e EDg1Deer's Station 4,12+60.5 shall not be abaXldonecl. but 

shall be remodeled by the rail1fS.7 company b;y replaoing the 

ex18t1Dg bents with bonte made up o~ four l2-iDoh b.1 12-inoh 

poets. caps and Bills. with 4-1noh 'b7 a-inch braoing. 

IT IS BEREBI FORTEJm OBDE:RED, that suah flooring 88 71&7 

be neoessary to plaoe said bridge 1n first-clsss condition ahall 

be paid for equally by the tOWXlfJ of P1nole aDd Heroules. In 

case the "two towns desire to strengthen the bridge for hearta!' 

loads than here1n provided. the oost of suoh addit10nal ttmbers 
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&8 DILl" be requir eel sball be borne equall1' b)" 'thel\. 

I! IS B:E?E:BY FORTHER O:a:DERED. tba. 't after the remodel1q 

and repa1r1l:lg of ea1d 'bridge shall have been oompleted" the 

expense of all :tu.ture ma1ntemnoe shall be borne equa1~ b7 

the tOWJl8 of Pinole aDd Rerc'llles. 

Dated at San l'r.eno1eoo II Cal1:f'arn1a. th18 »-1. <la7 ot 
Ootober. 1919. 
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