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BEPORE THE RAYLRQOAD COMMYISSION -/ /
CP THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application }

of the MERCHANT'S TRANSPORTATION

COMEAKY for inoreass of cerxrta Application Xo, 5046
ratec. .

BY THE COMMISSION.

Applicant is engaged in the transportation of freight,
largely food products, betwsen points located in the so-called
Delta Distriect of the San JomquineSacramento Rivers and market-
ing torminals including Sacramemto, Stockton, and San Francissco.
The present service was initiated in July 1919, at which time
. applicont filed aschednles of rates based as néarly as could be
estinsted upon operating costs then exigting, since which time
slight Increases have been made in the rates for the transporta-~
tiox of potatoes and onions. Upon a-cfnal teq‘ts apylicant has
now ascexrtained that the mtes gshown in its schedules originally
£iled, in & way experimentsl and tentative, are not sufficient
to guarsntee the propexr msintenanece of its service and meet the

operating costa which have materially increased.

1.




Subsequent to August lst, this applicant and others

engaged in transportating freight by boat along the River
and Delta regions, matorially increased wages of their em-
rloyees. The companies which bave made no readjustment
of wages have eitber discontimmed service entirely or are
operating with & limited number of doats. As s result,
quantities of perishkadle toﬁnago of the Xind ordinarily
cexrried by applicant, have accummlated snd there is now &
great pecessity for its movement into market bdefore the
rainy season- commences. |

A% the yresent time, transpoxtation facilities axe
scarce in the district served dy applicant, only & part
of the noxmal acecommodations being now available. Applicant
¢laima that its facllitles cannot reasonadbly be continmed
in the transportation of said Lood stuffs and other commodities
at the ratem now carried in its schedules. Shippers axe
entirely willing to pay, ard are now pying, for aim:liar transg-
portation, rates equally &s high as those proposed by appliocant,
which proposed rates appear, under conmiitions existing, to
be Just and reasonable.

This application covers am emergency matter which cen-
not await the time necessary for s public hearing, and the
rates appesring to be reasonable, the application should be
grented.




XT IS EEREBY ORDERED that Merchsnts Transpoxrtation

Company, be and the same heredby is authorized to pudlish
~and file within twenty days new tariffs, in aoccordance

With the proposed rates set forth in detsil in the ap-

plication.

s
Dated at San Franmeisco, Celifornis, thie _Z ¥

day of Oatobderxr, 1919.




