
Dee1s10.o. No. h.!i ~ 
BEFORE THE RAII30AD COIDlISSION OF TEE STATZ OF CALIFORNIA 

--000--

----------------------------------, I 
In t!lC ~a.tter of 'the COtlplaint of ) 
John J. ~hompso,n. ) 

va. ) 
Walter Ogden., ) 
Owner of a ~ater System. ) 

----------------------------) 

Case 1352. 

John J. Thompson in propria persona 
Walter Ogden ,in propria persona. 

~rund1se. Commissioner. 

O?INION 
~ ...... ----..--

This is the complaint of John J. Thompson against 

Walter Ogde.c., whO, with Walter 3. Ogde.n, is owner of a. water 

plant located on Baker Avenue, between Wilcox and Walker 

stree.ts, on Walker Berry and Alfalfa. Tract, near Bell.. 1.os 

~~eles County, California .. 
Tho complaint alleges in eZtcct 'that sai~ John J. 

Thompson resiaee in the territory servea by the defendant 

Ogden, that complainant has made application for service of 
domestic water and euch 6ervio~ nas been re~ed; oomplain-

ant 18 tAeroby greatly inconvenienoed by 1aek of wa.ter for 
llousohold and salli tary purposes a.Jld prays tllat the Rail:coad 

Comm1se10n ord.e:r dc.:f'SJldWlt to me.ke eo.a.o.eo·~io.D.e and rurniah' 

water service to him. 
A :pu"olic hearing in this proeeed1ng was held. il:L 

Los Angelos on July lO. 1919. 

It appea:s ~hat the ~lant in question was 1.0.-
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stalled originally by one Lafayette. A. Walker and. after 

several changee. tAO ownorsA1p ie at the pree~t tima 

vested in Walter Ogden and Walter J. Ogden. The water 

prOduced by this :pls..o:~ is used bot1:L for irrigation and. 

domaat1c p~oses. To obta1n water for either eu~ pur-

pose it has been necessary for consumers to construct 

pipe 1i.c.68. at their OWA exponse.. to the boou.a.cta.ry of tha 

farm property UpOA whio.b. '~Ae P'W?lP1.o.g p~atl.t is ~oc3.:t$d .. 

At the time of the hea.r1.o.g. the pla..tlt cO.D.e:i.s~ed of a. well 

somewhat more tAM four h'tUldred (400) feet deep. trO'ln 

which the water is drSW'A by an a.ir 11:rt system uto a J.ow 

ta..nk of sma']' ea.pac1t;v- The distribution :from this pl8Jlt 

is tbrough terra cott&. cOJ1crete. a.o.d steel pipes. which 

er',end o.cJ.y to the proper·ty lines of def'G,Q,Q.BJl.t' s farm. 
A 1: 'tho he o.r.1.ae' !. t wa.s MOW.a. thAt oompl.a1 nan't; 

Thompso~ resides on property owned by himsel! and lo~t6d 
1n the Wa.lker :Berry o.c.d .. 1.1:!'sl:fa 1'raot; that he has ob-

tainod his water for dO~6Stic uses fr~ the pipe line 

of & consumer of this utility; that he has given paym~t 

to the de:fend.a.c.t for tAie ws..te:r; tha.t i'l; is .necessary fo:r 
him to tra.c.epor"t the water so ob'cs.i.lled. 'to" il.ia;~.Il prem:" 

isee by meMS of racep'caclas; s.o.c1. that he is :fi.o.a.o.cially' 

U.I1able to oonstruct So pipe line from. the property of de-

fendant to his own premises. Defend~t Ogden asserts 

that he considers the utility. of whicA Walter J. Ogden 

and himselZ are ow.o.ars, is responsible for the water sup~ 

ply for "the res1d.e.c.t.s or tile Wa.lker Berry and. Alfa.l!& 

Tract, but does not feel. obliged -to doliver wa.ter beyolld 

the limi~o of his own farm. Service o£ the nature de-

scribed above is ooviously unsatisfactory_ 

Attar ca.refully consid.eri.o.g all ot the fa.cts 

suomitted, i~' sppes.rs that cleie-.a.ds..o.t Ogd,e:.a. i8 reeponsiOle. 
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ior the de11very of \"re;ter tocomplainn.a.t here:L.a., and I 

sha.ll recommend that he be directed to install facilities 

tor this purpose. 
I s~bmit heroWith tho following form of ord&r: 

ORDER - ----
J'ob.n J'. Thompson, having filed. com'.91a.:i.nt' ae-

~ntitled above. a public hearing ~av1ng been hela, and 
the Commission being fu1~ informed. 1:a. the ms.tter, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the defendant, Walter 

Ogden. proceed to illS "call, at his own exponse, such facili-

ties as Will provide reason~ble and adequate service to 

complainant John J. Thompson. 

Dated at San FranciSCO, California, this ~~~ 
day of @-c:::;(>,~~ ~ , 1919. 

-... 

~ • •• A....tpz ,!-

Commissioners. 


