
Decision No. C f¥..~ . 

---000---

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
SOUTBERN' COUNTIES GAS COMl?'.A:fi OF ) 
C.AI,I:roENIA for authority to make ef- ) 
feotive certa~ schedules of rates ) 
1%1. the C012Xl.ty of Ventura. and in the ) 
Cities of Ventura. Oxnard. santa ) 
Paula, FUlmore and other un1noor- ) 
porated towns and communities in the ) 
connty of Ventura. ) 

Applioation 

No. 4949 

Rtmsaker, :Britt fA Edwards for A:P-
plioant.. " 

R. F. Orr. Cit:?' AttorneY'. for· City 
of Ven:tttl"&. 

LOVEL.Alm and :aRmmIGE, Comm1ssioners: 

OPINION -- .... -~-- ..... 

Applicant. Southern Counties Gas Comp!l.XW. re

quests authoritY' to establish certain rates to be oharged 

by 1 t for natural gas service 1n the county of Ventura .. 

r.ne rates. proposed are for: 

(1) Domestic and Comcereial Service 

(2.) Gas Exlgixle Serv1o.e 

-l~ "'/ ,-;' .... 1 
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.(51 :targ. Coumere1al. and Ind:a.atr1al Serv1o« 
. ~ - . 
(4) Stlrpl'U Gas. Zor Induat:r1&l Serv1ea. 

!h. la8t.. threa aehedul •• ,wb,£oh. oover 8erv.1e~ no:t. :P%erv1owsly 

rtmdered.. cOmPare: favorab17 with. e Sm:fle" acha4'al. .. 1n other 

d18'tr1eta 'Whext. 8Ul>Pl,r an« Coat. o~ gas 18- coXlBidere« ~ 

ehould be: &J)lQ:Ov.t. !h« f1ret sche4:Qle :tit fJq'a&l. to. .. or 

lea. tha1:t~ the preaen't. ac:l1e4lla 1xl. «C:ted., £D. Ventura Co'aXtt:r . . 
with the exCe:Pt1OZ11 o:C tha mjn1mm. eb.s.rp. ~ m:tn1)npat 

charge. under the.·ex1aUng achd12le £a 50 cent« per meter 

per mo:th m tha incorporate«. 'terr£t0.2:7 aern«,. wh.ne that 

in tha- ;p:r:O,P08d. ewduJ.e. ia 11.0& per ma,tc- for all.' ter

r1t0%7 $erTe«. in Ventura Co'1Zl1tl". 

Southern Counties C:;U CoDtPa'Zl7 took over tha ~ 

erat10n of" the. gas propert1ea o"r Southel:1l. CalS:torn£a. DU-

BOn. Co1X1P&nl" m Ve:a:tura. .in J!'s'b:r:1:trq, 19).9 to snit la:ter. under 

&uthor£.t:y of t~ COmll'dsa1cm.,; 1n De~810l1liO. 6U2. date4 

)(aT 29th.: 19190 .. :£xt·.l.ppl1eat1olt J'o. 4440 .. acqu.n-ect owner

ship o.~ thee. :p:r:opert1 ... 

.tt. the t1me operat1ol1 o~ the. propert7 ". taken 

over b:r appl!cant. an ~er£O%". qua.l£t,.. o~ service OI! ~ 

:f1e1&1 gsa was be1llg,8UP.P'1~ J:ppUcan:t. negot1e.:te«. :fo~ 

and 0 btaJxxect a. su;pp~ of natural. gu~ and. 81:D.e. J:pr1l. 19l.9' 9 

hac suppl£ect na tu:ral. gea m place o·! the; art1!1eial. gsa. 

.(ppJ.1C&l:l.t,tra COl18'1XZm1lS l:I.e:v. be«D. servo«. & gas o~ oyer tw:tce 
~ . 

the hea.~ conten:t .. UlI4e:r .th-. a.m. rat.1r';p8r' cubic: foot.~ mut~ 

as a. reaul. 'to •. ther. has bee21 & reduo."t1o~ on th. uerap.'; 

o~ 44: per cent 1n the COll8Ulll8%'ac bills. 

S1nea acq"dr1ng th- property appUcam. has mads 

extena~v« im,prOTeme:xtt." and . .haa. :re~erect mu:ch ~OT~ 

service tc) :tta. patrou. 



citizens of ,Ventura. and santa Ps:a.le. is to the effect tbAt 

the service has been greatl~ improved and bAs boen made 

very ~t1sfe.ctor.1. 

, Applicant 'has not as yet obt81Dea~1c1ent 8~

pl:y of 2l8.tursl gas to develop muoh 1ndustr1SJ. gas bue1nese 

and prospeots are not too good for a large. 8Uppl~ for these 

purposes~ Unless a large supply is obtained 8pp11c~ 

mnst depend upon the reve~e trom its domestic and·oommer

cial consumers to o~ta1n 8. reasonable return for its ser

vices rendered. 

Al'p11oant·s total revenue :r"r the first six . ... 

months ns.tursJ. gas wa.s .served WM $22.26l.5<;. while th~ 

operating expenses were $34.041.34. making a deficit· o~ 

$11.780. ~e high expense was partly d:a.eto, abnormal ex

penee reeul ti:cg ~om· adjustment of CO:lstmlers r appliances 
. 

and repa1rs to the propert~. which was tnb84 condition at 

the time it was taken ov~r. J. reasoll8.ble est1mate of rev-

enue e.nd expenee. baaed upon normal opere.t1%lg conditione. 

shows ~ actual deficit of $&.400 per ~. if the present 

rates are continued. 

It appears trom analysis of the sales of gas to 

the consumers of npplioant that With a cbsnge from art1fi

c1&J. ga8 t~ %l&tu:rsJ. gas end the increase of the mjntnnun 

:from 50 eente to $1.00. e.pprox1ma.te17 26 per cent of the 

consumers w11J. be subjeot ·to a.n increase 111 bUls. wh11e 

74 per cent of ~he oonsumers W11J. have their bills re-' 

duced. ~he net result· will be a. ,total reduction o:t 

$25,000 per a.xtrlUDl in the gross revenue reo,e1ved. Due to 

the 1lltroduction.ot' natural. gae. however. the ps.st s1% 

." . 
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mon:tha- o-:perat10ll8 show that. 8P:v.rox1mate17 SO· per cen:t 

o:! th.: COll8'llm8%8 are. pa11ng' b1J 1.e o:'! le.ss 'tbml.' t:L.OO per 

month. .wlUle pr10r to- the ua,troduct1on o.f natural gaa ap

proximatel,. 26- pe~' cent were pay!xlg 10e8 tb.el:t $l.~O. 

Tha reaul.:t in appJ.j:ctm'tl:s: revemut' o~ ~ereas1xJg 
. . 

the m1nf namr !rom: SO cents per meter per month te> t;l,.OO 

wUI.. be. an 1ncrea8~ ~ approx1m&t4ll7 ~.l5O. per ;year. 

W1.th thiS :tncreua applj;,eaxrt.r.a revenuO- wU~ for the: next. 

rear. o~ oper&t-1on., onll'" sUghu:y e~~e¢. 1t.s Urec.t- ~perat

jJ2g expenses. .(p~1eant. appe.ren~ hopes. to- 1ncreaee. it« 
. ' 

noot; :tnco%a 'b7 increase: in. e&lea eapec1ally to 1ndustr1al 

!h. Comzrr1.ss1on had. oec::as1on . to. et'IXdT care~Ir 

the, question of just m1n1vm.m. chsrgea .1nco.nnaet10ltw1th 

the 4:..tarm1'natiO%t ~ gat!" rates forappl.!can:t. :tn the Us-

tx"1cta" s()rve4. m Loa .Eag&J.&8 and Orazlg« Co'Ul1t1ea:. It. 

watr. foun.tt 1U th&t. proceed1ng tho.~ a. m1n1nmm o-r tJ..oo· per 

:nete:r . per m~n.th. 'Was 8. j,1Z8't auct. reasonable charS- :for ser-

vic. o-r na:tual. gas. :tn.. even. more. co:cgest.ed c.oTT!!!1'ltf'!t:tea, . 

than eened in Ven.t:ara CountJ'. 

L sas: U't1ll.'t7 h.ae: & mat.nal. 1nvea-tment. :!or e4Ch 

C02lB~er ... wh~ch . tit cecas:i~. ~ !.ts re&finess: tct serv«' 

tha't. eona'C::1Zl8Z' Withottt re:!«rence to- t~ quant1t r ~ gas 

use«.. In, adUt10n there:· 1It COXlS1de:es.ble.ex;pe:c:tae in-

o'\U"reCtin rea!i:ng.mater and: hatltn1'ng eoJl8.'QD18r8s ae-
. ~ 

eo'aXt'ta .• UJtew1a« independent o~ t_ cone-amerTs lQS'~.~ 
, 

ga.s:. JJ::rz.. ~. of thes4t coats. Wh:tcA a:r:e chargeable to 

co~shcwa.th&t .. 1n.th.·presen.t. 1ns~. & 

per .. mater per 



month 'should be'ma~e. 

Applioant has without question great17 1mproved 

the servioe of gas 1n Ventura County. f.ae eontinnanoe 

of this improved servioe cannot be e~cted unleee appli

cant can earn a reasonable compensation for ita serv1ce, 

including e. :rail" return on 1ts 1nveetmont,. ~e 1llha'b1-

tnnts of Ventura. CountY' supplied with gas by applicant 

will not quest10n pa:v1ng compensatory r~teeprov1ded they 

receive adequate service ~d ~air treatment from the utll-

i ty. At the p:resenttime the consumers are reoe1v1tJg the 

1mpl"oved service at an average reduction in cost o:! app:ron

:ne.te17 44 per cent below the coat to them o'f ga8 service 

the communities' bill for the equ1wlent gas serrj;oe Will, 

be $25,000 per annum lese than 1t was for artifiCial gas. 

We recocmend the follOWing 'form of' order: 

OEDER 
,... -- -- ..... .-. 

southern Counties Gas Compa~ having applied 

for 8.uthori ty to establish oerta.1n gas rs.te~ to be oharged 

for servioe o~, natual gas in the County o! ventura. sta.te 

of Ca.11forn18, hearing ha.V1llg been held. the matter be1.ng 

submitted and naw ready ~or deo1e1on. 
, 

The Ra11rQad Commission hereby ~1nd8 &8 a ~sct . 
t~t the r~tes heroin set forth tor gas eer7iee by So~ 

thern Counties Gae Company in the citie~ of Ventura. ox-
na.r~ S8:D.te. Paula. Fillmore and ad.je.eent territory in the , , 

County of Vent"Q%8.. are just and reasoXlttble rs. tee. 

- 5 -



J 
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:BasiIlg its order on the forego1Xlg f1nd1:agof' 

:tact end on' the f1nd1Xlg8 of fo.ot' contained 1n' the Op~ 

ion which preoede8 th1eorder. 

IT IS EE.RE:BY OPJ>ERED that Southern COtmt1es' Ga8 

Company' be, and t~e same 18 hereb,. &uthor1zed to charge a:c4 

eollect 'for the servioe of ns.t'tlr8l. ga~ 1%1 the Co-anty- o'! 

Venture. the follO\V~ eched"C.lel3 of" rstes" the asmeto be 

effeotive for all meter readings ttJoken on e:c.d after the 

15th 4&7 of November. 1919. 

P:r:o!,,1ded, app11cant shall have :filed with the 

COmmission on or before that d~te the schedules herein 

set forth. 

, , 

VENT"O'RA. 'DISTRICT: 

GEEERAL SERVICE: -

, ' 
i 
~ 

Ap~11e&ble to Domestic and Commercial Service for 
lighting" hea.ting and cook1Dg, 1neI.ud,1Xlg restaurants, 
ap&rtment houses. hotels" hosp1ts.la. 88Jl1te:r1a. busi
ness bu1ld~ of noll kinds, schools ana ohurches., 

TERRITORY:', 

Applicable to Ventura. District. 1nelud1llg ventura. 
o:x:n.a:rd.Sant8.J?s:al.e.. l'1'llmore. sna,ad.~a.cel1t ten1:tor:Y. 

I I, 

;1, 

RATE: - . '" , 

'First '2,000 cu.ft. per meter per mo ••• $l.25 per U cu..ft. 
Next, :5.000" " " " " 1.00'''''''' 

" $.,000" " " "" • 90, T!. ,,' ," 
"10.000 ". " " "" .80 w' ": 'If 

" 30 •000 " " " "" .'10" 'If " 

OVer ~,OOO" "" "" .60,"" . " 
l..j'1n'm'Ql:Il Charge $1.00 per Meter per " Yo ~ , 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS: 
Consumers 8erve~ ~:r this sehedule have pr1or1t,. 

in the use of gaB over consumers served 'DJlder 2e'hedulee 
No.4-B. No. 4-C and. lio. ,4-D. 
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... 

GAa ENGINE SERVICE: 

SCREDUT2 NO. 4-:B 

VENTURA 'DIS~RICT 

App1ioable to servioe ~or ~ternal combustion en
gines otll.;y. 

T::"~ITORY: 

Applicable to Vent'aX'e. Distnct. 1noludi%lg Vent'tlr&. 0x-
nard, santa Pn.ula.. Fillmore and adjaoent territory. 

RATE: -
, First 50 ,000 Cl1.~t. per meter :per mo ••• $.60 per :M cu.ft. 

Next 150 .. 000" " " " " .50"" " 
Over 200 ,.000," " " " ,,' .45"" '" ' 

MINIM'O'M CHARGE: 

From US,. ~~ October inclusive $5.00 per meter per mo. 
From Nov. to April 1Zl.clus1ve 1.00," '" '" " 
For eont1lluous yea.rly service 36,.00 '" '" "'7~. 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS: 

Consumers served tI.llder th1a schedule are sub jeot to 
the prior use of consumers 8erved under SCheduJ.e :NO. 4-J. 
but have priority in the use of gas over consumers served 
under Sehed.ttlcs No. 4-C and. No. 4-D at times when there ' 
i8 1nsuftic1ent gas to suppl,. the d.ems.nds of all o.on~'!lmers. 

, 

SCEED'OU: NO. 4-0 . 
VENTtr.RA DISTRICT 

COMMERCIA!. AND INDUSTRIAL ~ICE: 

Applicable to co~rcial and 1ndustrial'service such 
as bakeries. packing houses. metal working plants. preserv
ing and esnnjng establishments, fruit and vegetable dryers 
and other con2umere whoee demand for gas is not dependent 
upon atmospheric temperature, or upon the preparation o~ 
mesJ.s alld whose t1me o~ me.x1mum de:JaJ:ld. 1:f a:cy. does not' 
COincide with the max1mam demand ot con~er8 served ~ 
der Schedule NO.4-A. 

TERRITORY: 

Applicable to, Vent'Cra District, 1nclud1llg Ventura.. Ox
:cs.rd, santa. ·J:la:ala..· F11J.more 'and adj8.0ent terri to:r,'. 
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First SO .000 Ctt.ft. per meter per mo ••• $.60 per'U eu.:tt. 
Next 150,000" " " " " .50"" " 
Over 200,000" " " " " .45." ." " 

. 
From May to October inclusive $15.00 per meter per month 
From Nov. to April'inclusive 1.00" " " " 
For Cont~uoU8 ~earl~ servioe 96.00" " ~ year 

SPECIAL COl'IDITIONS,: 

Consumers'served under this sohedule tave priority 
in "the use o~ ga.s over consumers served under Sohedtz.le 
No. 4-D, but are subjeot to t.he prior use of Clase-4-A 
and 4-E oons~ers at times when there is 1n8u!f1cient 
gas to supply the demands of all consumers. 

SCREDUI2 NO. 4-D 

VENTURA DISTRICT 

SURPLUS INDUSTRIAL SERVICE: 

Applieable to industrial service on ex1etiDg ma1ns 
haVing a deli ver"3 oapa.ei t;v in exoess of tlle present re
quire=ents o~ eonsnmere served under Schedules No.4-A, 
No. 4-3 and No. 4-C; for use in steam 'bOilers, 1no1nera.
tors, kilns, or s1m1lar service which d.o' not. use gas to, 
hea.t bu1ldiXlg8 or to prepare mea.ls and which are equipped 
to use other fUels and can be changed o~er to use other 
fuels on 30 minutes notice. Con~ers rece1ving ser
vioe under this schedule are requ1red to maintain 8.de
quate supplies of such other fuels. 

TERRITORY: 

Applicable to Ventura D1etr1ct, 1ne~ud1ng Ventura, 
Oxnard. Sante. Paula. FUlmore, s:ad adj acent terr1 tory • 

RATE: 

30 cents per 1,000 oub10 feet. 
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:MINnroM CEARGE: 

From. 'MAy,to Ootober 1nclue1ve $50.00 per meter per month 
Fro.m NOv. to April inolusive 5.00" " w " 
For oontinuous yearl~ servioe 330.00"' W w' 7e&r 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS: 

At times of gas shortage service to oonstzmere under 
this schedule Will be shut off 1n favor of oons~re 
served under Schedules No.4-A.. No. 4-:8 and No. 4-0. 

~he' foregoillg,Op1n1on and. order are hereby ap

proved and ordered tiled as the Opinion and order of the 

Railroad Commission of the State of ' california. 

Dated at San Francisco, Cal1forn18., this -(f!!::- da~ of November. 1919. 
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