Decision Fo. 4724155
-

BEFORE THE RATIROAD COJLISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNTA

R —————

In the matter of the application of
the COUBIY QF FEESHO, in the State of
Calitornia, for a permit to construot
and maintain a public highwsy orossing
over the right of -way and tracks of the
Southern Pacific Railroad Company .on
Main Street, in Ralsin City, Mreano
County, Californis. :

Application Fo. 4626.
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E. J. Carlin and Charles Wells for spplicant.

Bv.rry T. Hennessy for United States Railroad
Adninistration~Southern Pacific {ompany.

EAMIB, Commissioner.

OQEX1XION

Iz thie zpplication Fresno Couaty seecks permiseion

to construct & crossing at gra.do over the right of way and
ltmks of the Southern :Eaciﬁchonrpa:ay on MainéStroot,‘. in
Baisin City, Presno Comnty.

m:o‘Ra.isin Ci.'by station grounds of the Southern
Pacitic Company are located in the northwest qngrtoi-_o-:t Sqotion
28, Ts 15'~s., R. 20 B., M. D. Be & M., Main Street 1s sn east
and west road running west of the i'ailroad through the center
of the north half of Section 28. Thore ie ‘alec'» s 'a.m:mod
road east of the :ra..ilroad in the northwest quarter of Soétion
27 wich 1s in dlrect line with Main Street. The object of

Frosno County in this g plication is to comnect thess two




roads. The proposed orosainé will cut diagonally over three
tracks and across the station grounds of the railrosd compaxny.

There is at the prosent time & northk and south.

croseing through the station grounds on Palm Avemme. This

crosaing and the proposed crossing meet at a common point
near the west line of the station gromnds. Palm Avemue com=
mences at the south line' 0L Section 28 and rune north to the
nortk line of the sectioxn, where it connects with Manning
Avenue, m e3st and west road running east for eevéra.l miles.
North of the station grounds, between Sectiome 27 and 28,
' 18 Hayea Avenue, a nortk ard south road also several miles
long, whick 13 as yet unimproved ._‘botweén the eaat side of the
proposed Main Street croaei.ng and Marming Avenue.

It will thus de seen that Manning Avenue, Paln
Avenue ang Egyes Street, 1L the latter is improved, w:!.ll form
8 square with the two lower oornérs near the edges of the
railroad right of wey, Just outaide of the proposed crossing.
In other words, all through travel west on Ming 4Avenue to
¥ain Street, and vice versa, will have the chéi’co of two routes
of 1dentical length on two dlagonal crossings over three tracks,
in-case the proposed crossing i opened and Hayes Avézme is
improved. If Hayes Avenue is not.improved, the no:;t avenue
683t oould be umsed WAth identiocal results, except that the
figure formed wénla.. b a rocta.néle.

It is obvious that forxr throagh'c ravel either one
of these croesings would B'o.f:fioo. It ie therefors neceseary
to comeider them oply from ‘tho point of view of local travel.

The Main Street crossing is d.esired by a number of
farmerse livins or owmnuing land iz Secticns 26, 27 ané 55, lying
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es3t of the xailrbad. These peo:plo trade in Ra.i.zin City,
woest of fhe tracks. At presont 't:hoy heve to travel, throngh
aufforance on the part of the railroad compmy, along the
northessterly side of the station grounds to the zorth end

of the Palm A.venua crossing, where they turn south and cross
‘the railroad and arrive at Ma:!.n Street. Thies route entails
about twelve hundred feet moro travel than fho route direoctly
over the Main Streest crossing. ZEvidently, local travel would
be very nmch oonveniencod by this croaéing. It now rem.a_ins
to be seen 1f, by proper planning fLor the fuxi:e, one of these
crossings could 1ot be made satisfactory for all needs. .I‘t
bas been shown that either crossing would do for through |
travel. We will now comsider the.local travel over. Palm
Avenue: Palm Avenue does not extend north of Mamning ivenue
and therefore cannot serve axy looé.l _travel north of th:.a
point, except by going east one guarter of,‘a. mile to Hayes
Avenne and north on Hayes Avenus. Obyioua;y. if£ Hayes Avenu_é

wore improved botween Msxrving Avenue and Msin Street as

suggested, northbound local travel would de equslly well-served

by the Main Street crosesing. The same is true of 199;1 tngi'io
east on Manning Avenue or wesct on Main Street. It was 'tesﬁi-.
Tled %o and has been sbown that the Palm Avemns éroszing was
mot convenient to those pecple farming Sectlons 26, 27 amd %6,
17ing east of the track. It is true thet the local traffio
ueing the Palm Avexue crossing, whick orig?.ﬁatea between Hayes
. and Palm Avernes on Mamning Avexus, snd especlelly thet portion

of the traffic originating cloce to the crossing, would be ine
convenienced by the closing of the Palm Avermme croseing.




Unfortunately, the Union 01l company'a 100&1 dis-
tributi.ng ;pla.nt ig located at the north ond of the ?alm
Avez_mo erogsing. IFrom this plant, trucks distribute s?.p;plies
to farmers for & radius of about ten miles. The only tratfic
to or from the 01l company that would ‘be inconvenienced by the
cloeing of the Palm Avenue crosaing would be that to the west
of the track. If the prese:gt road along the east aide of the
station groimds'wero lo:tj: open to travel, the inconvoniencc to
the 611 company and its i:atrona wonld not be mo very g:o#t, as
the detour roquired to: cross the track would be conaider&bl& . |
lessened.

In thg ‘near future Frespo County intends to pave
Yanning ard Palm Avénuea, ae & part of a county system of
highways. It would appear to be the better policy to pave
tho roads :!.n. the vicinity of Raisin City as will be moat
convenient to the public and the local people. The engineer-
ing Qepartment of the Cormission, which has giveﬁ thié m‘;tér
conmiderable thought, recommends that Ma.m:d.ng Avexme be paved
to Palm Avenue, that Hayes Avenus be paved from Manning Avenus
8outk to Main Street and that Main Street be paved west as far
a8 Palm Averus and that either Main Street or Palm Avenue be
paved from this point. Tt slso recommends that the Xain Street

orossing be opened and that the Palm Averme ’croasing' be closed,

FRESNO COUNTY, having oxn May 27, 1919, £iled with

the Commission an application for permissfon to comtrﬁot a

Public highway cross ag at grade scrose the tracks of the .

Cmhw




Southern Pacific Company on Main Street in Raisin.City, Preszo

Comuty, cé.lifornia, ag shown by the map sttached to the appli~
cation; a public hearing having been held and 1t appearing
that the spplication should be granted subject to certain
conditions, and not otherwise: , . |

IT IS EEREBY CRDERZD, That permission be and the
same is heré‘by. granted the COUNTY OF ZFRESNO to construot a
Pudblic highway crossing at grade over the tracks of the
Sounthern i?ab;tﬂo Company at Main Street, Raisin City, Presno
County,. Ca.li:fomia.‘ subject to the zolldwing conditioz;é,‘
and not otherwise, viz.:’l

(1) The entire expense of comstructing the
erogaing aha.ll 'be boxrne by the spplicant.
(2) The oxpense of mafintsining the _erossing wp
to a 1ine two: (2) '£éot outside of the rails of the Southern
: Paciﬂcpompa.ny ‘ah.a:l.l be borme by applicant. The o@enao
of medntaining the orossing between the rails and two. (2)
:toe'_t outside thereof shall be borme by the Southern :Ea;ihc '
Company. o o )
(3) Tke crossing shall be conati'acted of a widﬁ.t
of not less than twenty-four (24) feot, with grades of & proach
not exceeding four (4) vper\oex'x.t;- shall be protected by & itable
c_rosaiﬁg signs, a:lﬁyslrzall in ovexry way be made safe for the
passsge thereover of vehicles and other road traffic. |
, (4) The present crossing at Palm Avenue, Raf 8in cm;f,
shall be aﬁaﬁdonod.md closed to public travel wpon completion
of the MNaln Street crossing.
(6} I.f the above oonditions of this order are not




Talfilled within one (1) year from date, the COnnnission will
rovoke the pemiaot. on. horein grazrced.

(6) The Commissfon reserves tho right to make a'aoh
further ordors ro]a.tive to the location,. oonstruotiorr. ‘operation,
maintenance and protection of sald crosging a8 to 1t may seem
right and proper, and to revoke its permission 1f, in its
Judgment, the public convenience and necessity demand suoh

action.

Tho foregoing 0p1nion and Order are horeby approved
a.nd. filed ase the, Op.‘Lnion and Order of the Railroad. commission
of the S‘t:ato of Caa.ifornia.

-

Dated at San l‘ra.noisco, Calizomia thia / Z% day
of November, 1919.
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Commisgioners.




