Decision Xo. 4?47

BEFORE TES RATIROAD COMMISSION
OF TEE STATE OF CALIPORNTA

VY Yo 1. Y

In the Matter of the Application oF)
SESPE LICET AXD POWER COMPANY for )  Application
cexrtificate of public convenience ) E.:o.' 5043
axd necessitye. )

Frank Buren for Applicant.
:;omim, Commissioner:

ORPIXIOYN

This is an application by Sespe I.ightf and Power |
Conpany for & cer‘tiﬁca‘;e of pudlic convenience axd neces- .
sity for the coxrstruction by it of electric power plants -
and irrigetion systems on the Sespe and Pirn Rivefs in. '
Yentura County. | |

The projects proposed 'by applizant, will, when
completed, develop approximetely 35,000 horsepower of
electric energy szd store abomt 100,000 acre feet of
water per amnum £or irrigation purposes. A@plics.n@
gtetes that there is urgent need Zor 8dditionsl enexgy

for power purposes in the southern pert of the state, snd




tkhat there is approximafely 100,000 acres of agricultural
land immediately adjacexnt to thisz project, situate in the
Santas Clara, Simi, Little Simi, Epworth, Los Posas, Conejo
ané Fussell Valleys, to the irrigation of which the de-
veloped water csn be advantageously applied, after passing
through the proposed power plants.

Applicant alleges that it hag alresldy msde cone
siderable expenditures for the preliminary work of these
developments. Its project contemplates two‘unita,ythe
£iret of which, known as the Lower developmert, comprises
two dams and reservoire on the Sespe River creating a
storage of approximately 50,000 acre fLeet, a‘powor eonduit
slightly over 8 miles in lengthk, 3,000 feoet of pressure
pipe, 284 8 10,000 kilowatt power plant utilizing & drop
of 1000 foet. TWhen the second unit of the project is
cpmp;eto&, this power plant woumld de inéreased to 18,000
kilowatts cdpacity.

The cecond wnit of the project, or the upper de-
volopment, coxtemplates the construction of reaervoiis on
the Pirm watershed totalling approximately 100,000 acre
feet, conduits, pressure pipe lines, an s.ooolkilowatt
power plant located abon the Lirst mnit, from which the
water of the Piru River will be discharged into the Sespe
River to be used again at the lower power plant.

Appiicant has duly f£iled with the Tater Commis=
sion of thbStat§ of California the neceasaryvroquoatrfbr
wetor rights an&‘has received a final.power pormit and ox-
tensions thereon from the United States Deperiment of Ag-
riculture, Forest éervice,'qovering the first upit of this

project, this project being located within the Senta Bar~




bare National Forest Reserve. To keep the germifvalivc during
war veriod, extensions were granted from time to‘time,by‘fhd
United States Forest Service, and the last extension regulres
that asctusl comstruction work be commenced on the vroject by

December 1st, 1919.

Seepe Tight and Power Company has made preliminary

invesgiigations aﬁd vlans for its’projects but up to the present,
hes not fully srrenged for finencing sny portion of its devel-
opmentc}  Applicant vroposes to begin comstruction of its :irst"
it of reservoirs and s vlant on the Scspc river 1mmediatcly.
snd vursne ceme to cOmplction, but submits"no vlan for'fiﬁénc-c
ing even thls early stage of L1ts project.

The evidence presented, alt hough 1ncomnlete iz meny

espects, tcnd° to show thet a combined development o2 both
power and irrigation is neccssa*y 1% the project is to bc at
all »rofitavle. Applicant does not pla; t0 construct o dis-
‘tribution systen for the disposition of itc power, but expects
to enter into an arrangement with‘scuthern Callfornis Edison
Company £or wholesale delivery of ite power to that”utility;
Tegotiations to this end have been under'wﬁy but no final con-
Yrect nas been enxcrcd into. It does not ask at this time
for authority to Lasue any gecurities.

Unéder the circumstances, spplicent’™s request for a
~certificate by this Commission must be 1imited to s recognition
| of ite plems to vrocesd with a project of s vublic utility char-
' acter, sud to such action upon the matter . will enablclcmcli-
cant to couply with:the customary legsl requirements precedent

t0 actual cons truction. _ 7
It anpesrs that the vroject 1s feas ibie, b4 economi-

cally coustructed as a combined development for irrigation anl’

power, snd, under these circumstances, I recommend that Se*ne

~ Light and Power Comonny be granted a certificate, o the

extent set forth in the Lollowing Order:

B




9RDER .

Sespe Light ond Power Comwany having avolied %o the Rail-
rosd Commission for a certificate of publid convenience and necessity
to comsiruct power and irrigation projects on the Sespe snd Piru
ivers in Venturs Comnty, a heaxing having been held and the matter
being submitted and now ready for decision,

| The Raillroad Commission of the State of California heredby
declarés thet public con#enience and neceszsity require and will re-
guire the construction and ope&ation of certain hydro-electric plants
end irrigation dévelopments on the Sesye and Piru RUvers, Ventura
County, by Sespe Light and Power Company.  ’ |

The certificﬁte nerein éranxe& iz limited to the vronosced
- construction of hydro-electric snd irrigation develonments on the
Seczwe and Piry Rivers, and does not grant rigﬁts‘to exerclise any
Zranchises or perhits that may herealter be obtaineé for the trans-
miésion or distribution of electricity Sr water within the Comnth
of Venturs. A certificate,fcr‘the other and further righte %o be
exercised in this connection, wiil be considered a% such time eg
Sespe - Light and Power éompany‘shall hereafter ayply Lor same;

| | frovided. thet within ninety days from dste of this Order
applicanﬁ shall yresent satisfactory evidence 6f.compliance with

all state cond federsl laws,estaﬁlishing,the right of avplicant %o

the use of water sufficient <o the successful éstabliahmcnt of

this enterprise;

Also within saia time applicant shall present %o the COm;;
uission & satisfactory »lan fof.financing thisfpfoject, togethe:
witk sufficient data v0 enaile the Commiszion to determine the
feaéibility 0f the vroject. |

If compliance withk these conditions is not made by appli-
cant witkin seid ninety days thi§ certifidate and order shall be'

null oné void mnless otherwise ordered by the Commission.




} N

The foregoing Opinion and Order are hereby &p-
proved and ordered filed as the Opinion end Order of the
Railrosd Commission of the State of Californmia.

Dated gt Sax Francisco, Califérnia., this

/A & say o2 Vi 1919.

Commissioners. .




