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~)) U'U U~ U U~JLAitb 
BEFOBE fRE RATT·ROAJ) CamSSION OF, mE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

~ tho matter of tho application of ) 
CO'Ollfi OF :ME::RC:2!D for authori t1' 'to' con- ) 
struct· highway crossing at grade over ) 
tl"acka of Atohison" Topoks. and Santa ) Application :No. 5040. 
:9'e Ra.1l.road ~Omp8Uy", on tho COC!.nty ) 
Road situated on the North line of .) 
Section 22~ ~. 6 8-•• ' R. 12. E •• , K.D.B..at.) 

,0 ) 

1 In the matter of the ~pl1ca.tion of 
OOUli~ 01' ME:RCED for 8.uthon t1' to con­
struot h1ghway crossing at grade' over 
tre.oks of Atchison, Topelea and Santa 
Fe Rs.11road. Comp~" on the CO'W1ty 
Road situated on t 8eotion line East 
and"W&et th.rough. Seotio:o.e' 22 and 2,Z,. 
T. 6 s.., R. ]2 E.~ K·.D.B..SC. 

l Appl1e&t1on 11'0. 504l.. 
) 
) 

~ 
I}'" : •.. --\ 
) 
) 

In the matter of the applioat1on of 
~OtmTY OF lM1E:RCED for a,'a.thor1t7 to oon­
struct h1gh~ay oro88~ .t grade over 
traok8 of A tollison, Topelta. snd San t& 
Fe :Railroad eompany. on Count,. Fou 
Situated on t section line East and 
West of Section 16,' T. 6 'S." R. 12 E., 
It.l).:B.&\t. 

) 
) Application ZOe 5042. 
} 
) 
) 
) 
) 

c. W. Croop. District Attorney, :ra:: applicant. 

E. W. Camp~ for United sta'tes Railroad Adm1D-
1stl"at1on-Atch180n. ~opeka and S8nta ~. 

:Railroad. 

~m, Commiss1oDer., 

. .Q.!1!!.2! 

These three applications cover orossings over ~e 

Atoh18on. ~opelt& and Sant& 'Fe :as.i1road" between Cress7 &nd 

Winton, lterced counv,. AS the,. are a.lJ. applied for b,.:; the 

t"')O') 
.;..4· ... 1A.4 



8am& oounty' over the same ra1ll"Oad and were heard at the 

same hearing at Kereed on November 7~ 1919. they oan be 

oovered '07 one opinion and order. 

, ~e three &p~11oat10ns oover orossings on 

parallel eaeta%l4 west roads 0I18-ha~ o:r & m11e apart.' On 

aooount 01: the angle a.t wh10h the raUroac1 X'1U18 through 

these seot1ollS, the orossings will be appro:ctmately eight­

tenths o:t a mile aps.rt. ~e moet northerly orossing., applied 

for under 'Application 'lio. 5942, will be about 4600 :teet ~outh 

of the publio crOSSing at Cre887 and the moet souther17 0%088-

1llg~ covered by A.pp11cation Xo. 5041, will be about eight­

tenths of a. mile north o:t the oroe'sing at Winton. The two 

existing pUblic crossings mentioned are about three and one­

quarter mile. ap8.rt~ ~e C%'0881%1g apj;-11ed :tor in Appl108,'t10n 

lio. 5040 1e. half way between these 'tW)': public orossings ana. 
aleo half vr&7 between the othe~ two oroslS1:c.ga covered by theae 

prooeedings. In addition to the oounty roads dedicated eTer.y 

half mile througl: these s.ot1onB~ there i8' & road along the 

east 'side o:f the railroad right o~ we:y- from Winton to Cres87. 

Zhere are at present, ~our private orossings woet o!,thie road 

betweon Cressy and Winton. ~e eount~ roads ~'nn1ng west ~t 
, . 

of Cressy anA W1n't¢n lead toL1v1ngBton on the Southern P~o1t10 

b11road. ~e road lead1ng south out of Winton.X'Ul18 to Atwa~r 

on the Southern Pacifi0 Railroad. 

~e Count,. des1:rGs to open up these three cros$1nga~: 

in order to allow farmers GQ.st o:e the Sante Fe, to l"eaoh. towne 
on the SouthernPa.o1f1c. 'and vioe verB8.,' to· fi low cortmran1c.at1on 

between the var1o'aS farms in this vieini t,., and to allow 

eocmun1ea.t10n between theae fa.me and the towns of C%'OS8J' and 

,1"',:,)",> . 
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Winton, w1thout the necess1t7. o~ long detours 8.8 required at 

pr~sent. 

Test1motxy bS" the applicant shows that the crossing 

nearest Winton (Appliea.tion lio. 5041) is the one moe.t needed 

and desirable st this t1.me and that the necessity- for the 

Tar10us oroasings taIls oft as we travel toward Cres~. 

Applioant admits that there will oe no neoessity ~or the 

crossing applied ~or under ~p11eat1on B'o. 5040, the northerl7 

crossing. for probably two S"&&re. 

The ra.Uroed eom.p£Ln1 objeots to the gra.nting of 80 

maX2,7 crossings: With such short d1stanees between them. snd 

believes that the County will be amply served b1 the eeuter 

orossing (Applica.tion Xo. 5(41), as oOllllt:y rOMS oan be oon­

structed to radiate :trom thie cros31ng111 8U: direct-ions, 

as ~ollow8: wost, no~thwest (pa.rallel with railroad). north, 

east, southeast to Winton (parallel with %a1lroad). &~ aout~ 

It would, however,: be neoesaar.y. to oonstruota.oout 1000 feet 

of road to cO:oJl.eot the orosa1ng. With the roa.d runn1ng south 

through the center of Seotion 22. Four o~ these st% radiating 

roa.ds wll~ orOS8 other dedioated ~ount7 roada· ever,y hsl~ mile. 

as Cressy Colo~ is laid out with dedioated oount~ roads 0: 

all 8$otion and hal! section lines. ~e railroad eomps~ alao 

d~81ree tha.t euoh orossings 8.8 the Commission eee3fit to grlSnt 

shaU 'be oonstructed a.t right. angles to the traok a.%ld shall be 

equipped with automati0 fls.gmen. on aecotzllt of the high speed 

of i t8 trs.ills. whioh consist of three pa.8senger an1 several. 

~reight tra1ne each way dall~. 

Al~ o~ these oroes1ngs are located in flat. open 

oount%7. with no obstructions to the view. and travel evor the 
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orosa1llga will. be light·. Therefore. it does not appear 'ne~8-

sar'$' to 1nsts.ll automatic flagmen at this t1lDo. I:r, on a.ccount 

of :f1l.ture growth of the oountry' , the view at these orosa1nga 

becoms obstruoted on account ot bu11d1ngs, trees,. orops,. etc., 

or in 0&8e travel over them beoomes heaV7. aut~t10 flagmen 

shall be 1n8ts.lle4 at the expense o:! the oounty_ 

Although. at :first sight and. from field 1nspeotl QZl 

it appea.rs ths.t the center crossing might sat1s:f.)"'all present 
" 

publi0 needs, t~e testimony ShOW3 that this oolo~ ~8 reoent-

11 been released trom 11t1gat1on ~d 18 he1Dg Bettled up 

rs.p1d.~. In a short time 1 t would probably beoom.. neoes8&ry 

to open up the most southerly orossing covered b7 Application 

10. S041, as. applicant co.tB:1dera this eroeeing the most 

desirable at the present time. ~e most northerly crossing 
, -

(Application Xo. 6042) doee not appear neoee8&r,r for some 

It i8 reoommended that Appl1oa.ti0%18 Boe. 5040 and 

604l. be granted, subject to eerta1n oOMi tions, and that 

A.ppl1os.,t1on lio. 5042 be donied; 

O' R D E R 
..,.~-.-..-

COUNfi OJ!' MERCED, he.:v1ng on Ootober 10. 1919. :filed 

With this Commission three &~plieat1oD3 for permission to 

construet three h1ghwaY3 crossing tho right o:f way and traokS 

o't tho Atohison, ~opom &%14 Santa Fe :aa.11road at grade, between 

the Towns o~ Cres81 and w~ton in said oounty; a publi0 heartng 

having been held,.and it app~ar1ng to the ,CommiSSion that· 

App11es.t10n 110. S04l., oovering the orossing 81 tuated on the 

one-half section lu& ea.st and. weat through SectioDa 2Z and 25,: 

00~ t..J,::,: '\.J 



~. 6 S •• R. 12 E •• a%Id App11cat1on lio. 5040. oovering the 

~X'08s1ng on ~ north line of Section 22. ~ ... 6 S.~ :a. 12 E •• ' 

should be gr&nted 8'O.b-jeot to Of):rta.1n cond1t1ona and that 

App11cs.t1on :So. 5042. covering the crossing 81 tuated on the 

one~hal~ sect1~n line east and west through Section 16. 

~. 6 S' •• R. 12 E •• should be de%l1ed; 

I~ IS'E&R~ ORDERED. ~t the County ofUerce4 
, . 

be and the ~. 18 hereb7 ~ted per.m18sion to construct 
, , 

two crossings at grade OV$X' the right of way and traok8 o~ 

the Atohieon. TopekA.and Sants.Fe Railroad .. 8.8 applied for 

in App11e&t1ol1ll Hoa. 5040 8M 5041 8lld &8 S:l.own on the mapa 

a.ttaohed to 88.14 applications; s&1d oro8s1ngs to, be CO%l.8tra.o-

ted subjeot to the follc>w1ng..,cond1 tiona and not otherw1eo: 

(1) ~e entire expe%18e" of conetruet1ng. the 

oros81n8S shall be borne bl' the 8.J>pl1cant. ~e expel'l88 o:f 

their maintenance thereafter 1n good and ~1ret-ola88 oon­

d1 t1 on. for the safe and conve:a.1ent, use o~ the public.: 

. Bhall. be borne b,. the applicant. with the exception o~ thos'o 

portions between the ra11e and two (2). f~et outside th~reo~. 

which ahalJ. be borne b,. the Atohi8on. ~opeka snd Santa 7. 

:aa.llroad. 
, . 

C2l 1!he eross1%igs shall be conetncted at r1 ght 

angles acr08S the railroad r1ght8'O~ W&7 and traCks. 

(3) Said oroasiXLga shall be oonstructed, twenty ('20) 
. ,. 

:feet 1n "14th. W1. th grades of a.pproach not exceeding s1:l: (61 
. . " . .. . "-

per,oent; shall be protected by sUitable croes~s1gDa. '8n4 
in every wq be made safe for .the passage thereoTer of vehicles 

and other road traffic. 

(4) I:f. in the !Uture. the trave1 avortheae croes-
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1ngs shall become heaTY. or the View of the railroad tracks 

~rom the roads approaohing the crossings shall become 

obstra.oted from a:ay cause whatsoev.er. 88.140 orossings. shall be 

protected by automatic flagmen to b~ installed at the expense 

o:! the ,Oount:r of Merced. ~e expense of mainta1ning the 

automatio fla.gmen after same hs.ve been installed a llall , be , 

borne b:y the At<lh180n. Topeka. and ,santa. Fe Railroad CompaDY. 

(5) fhe private oroes.ings a.bout 1000 :feet south 

of the orossing covered by Appl1oation Bo. 5040, and the 

private cro8sing near the crossing, covered by App11ca11on 

No. 504l shall be closed.' a.fter the pttbl1c· crossings have 

been constructed. 

(6) ~e CommiSSion re8erve3 the right to make 

such fUrther orders relativ~ to the locat1on. oonstruction, 

operation. ma1ntenanae ~ protection o~ said croseings 

as to 1 t mal" seem. :right and pr oper , and to revoke i t8 ~:r:­

mission if. in its judgment. the public oonvenience and 

necessi tr demand such action. . 

I~ IS ~ FU:RTEER OF.DE.'RD. ~ha.t Applioation 

No. 5042 be and the same 18 hereby damed 'Without prej'Qd1ee. 

~e ~oregoing Opin1on aDd Order are hereby approved 

and ordered :tiled 'S8 the Op1n1oXl and Ord.er o~ the Rs.1b'oad 

CommiS8ion ot the State o~ Ca11!orn1a~ 

. Dated at San 1I'rs.nc1sco. California" th18 2Y~ 
da7 of November. 19l9. 
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