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BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION oz',m'.sm'm OF CALIFORNIA

In the matter of the application of
COUNTY OF MERCED for autkhority to con-
struct highway crossing at grade over
tracks of Atehison, Topeoks and Santa

Po Railroad Company,. on the County

Road situated on the North lins of )
Section 22, T. & So,' R. 12 E.,'M.D.B.m'. :

Application No. 5040.

)
|
)
)
)
)
In the matter of the spplication of Y
COURTY OF MERCED for authority to con-
struct highway orossing at grade over
tracks of Atchison, Topeka and Santa
To Railroad Company, on the County )
Road situsted on % section line Zast )
and- West through Sections 22 and 23, ;
T. 6 3., R. 12 Eo, K’tDoBomo

Application No. 5O4l.

)

In the matter of the application of )
~0TNTY OF MERCED for amnthority to con-
struct highway crossing at grade over

tracks of Atchison, Topeka and Santa Application No. 504Z2.

situated on % sestionm line Zast and
west of Sestion 16, Te 6 Se., B. 12 E.,

)
)
Te Railroad Company, on County Road ;
)
MoDeBeAeo )

)
¢. W. Croop, District Attormey, far spplicanmt.
E. T. Camp, for United States Railroad Admin-

1atration=-Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
3 Railroale ,

MARTIN, Commissioner .

Those three applications cover orossings over the
Atehison, Topeka and Santa Pe Railroa.d.; between Cressy apd
Winton, Merced County. A8 they are all a,pial:ltl'ed:or by. the




sape county over the same rallroad and were heard at the
same hearing at Merced on November 7, 1919, they can be

covered by one opinion and order.

' The three appolications cover crossings on
parallel east avd west roads ome-half of a mile apart. On
acoowat of tb;o angle at which the ra,ilrbad runs through
these seotions, the crossings will be approximately eight~
tenthe of & mile apart. The most mortherly qroazing,' .applied
for under Application 'No.‘s’oaz, will be about 4600 feot south
of the pudblic crossing at Cressy and the most soﬁtherly oroe 8-
ing, covers& by Application No. 5041, will be about eight-
tenths of a mile north of the crossing at Winton. The two
existing public crossings mentionsd are a’bo@'t three and one- -
quarter miles apart. The crossing spplied for in Application
No. 5040 is half way bétwogn these tvn public croesings and
als0 half way between the other two crossings covored by these
proceesdings. vIn addition to the sounty roade dedicated every
half mile throﬁghvthqse sections, thers iz a road along the
eact side of the railroald ri‘gh'f:- of way from Winton to Cressy.
Thére are at present four private oros'singa woat of th:ia i'oa.d.
betweon Cressy and Winton. The county roeds rumuing west out
of Cressy and Winton lead to Livingston on the Southern Pacific
Railrosd. The road leading south out of Winton runs to Atwater
on. the southérn Pacific Railrosde |

The County desires to open up thess three crossings,

in order t6 allow Zfarmers east of the Sante Pe to roach towmns
ox the Southern Pacific, and vice versa, to d low communication
between the various farms in this vicinity, and to allow
commmnication between these farme snd the towns of Cressy and
.2
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Winton, ﬁithoux the necesslty of long detours as reguired at

precent., ‘ J
Testimoxny by the applicant shows that the crossing

nearest Wintom (4Application No. 5041) is the one moat nesded

and desirable af talis time and that the noecessity for the

various oroasings £3118 off as we travel toward Craésy.
Applicant admits that thexre will be no necessity for the
crossing applied for under Application No. 5040, the northerly
crossing, for prodadly two Joaxe.

' The railrosd company objescts to the granzing of 8o
many croasings witkh such shoxrt dlistances hetween them md
believes thal the County will be amply served by the center
orossing (Application No. 5041), az county roéds ocan be con-
structed‘to radiate from this éroasing'in 8ix directions,
a3 follows: west, northwest (parallel with railroad), nortk,
east, southeast to Winton (parallel with railroad), smd south.
It would, bowever, bo(noceésary.to-construct'abouf 1000 feeot
of x0ad to ¢ommect the orossing with the road running south
through the center of Section 22. Four of these six radisting
roads will crosa other dedicated rpounty roalds every half mile,
as Cressy 601ony is laid out with dedicated county roads on
all section and half section limes. The railroad company also
degires that éuoh crossings as the COmmisaion gsees fit to grant
shall be comstructed at right angles to the track and shall be
oquipped with automatic Tlagmen, on accomnt of the high epead
of its traine, which consist of three passenger anl several
freignt trains each way dalily.

All of theze orossings are located in rlat. open
comatyy, with no obstructions %0 the view, and travel ovor the
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oroéainga will be light. Therefore, it does not appear ‘neces-
gary to install automsatic flagmen at this timo; If, on account
of future growth of the country, the view afb- these crosxings
becomes obstructed on account of buildings, trees, cropz, o6tc.,
oxr in case travel over thein becomes heavy, sutomtio ﬂa.gmn
shall be installed at the expense of the county.

Althoﬁgh at first sight 'a.nd from f£ield inspectim
1t appears that the center crossing might satisfy all present
pﬁblic needs, the testimony shows that this coibny has recent=
1y been releaced fLrom litigation and is being settlfedl. uyp |
rapidly. In a short time it would probably become Xeoessary
to open wp the most southerly crossing covered by Application
Jo. 5041, as applicant com.:idera this crosging the most
dosirabig at the present time. The most northerly crossing
(Application No. §042) does not appéa.r neocessary for éoino
_:;foara. | ’ | |

It is recommended that Appliqafiona Jos. 5040 and
5041 be granted, subject to certaln conditions, and that
Applioation No. 5042 be doniyod.; '

COUNTY OF MERCED, baving on October 10, 1919, filed
with this Commission three applications for permission to
construct three highways crossing the right of way and tracks
of the M;chiaon, Topeks and Santa Fe Ra.ilrog.d at grade, between
the Towns of Cressy and Winton in sald county; e piblic hearing
having been held, and it appearing to the Commission that
Application No. 5041, covering the oroesing -situ.a.tqd on the

one-hal? section line esct and weat through Sections 22 and 23,
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Z. 6 S., R. 12 B., and Application No. 5040, covering the
crossing on the north iin'o of Section 22, 7. 6 Sey Re 12 B.y
should be granted subject to certain cohd;tiona and that
Application Nol. 5042, covering the cros-sing situated on the ‘
one~hsl? section linme east and west through Section 16,
T. 6 S., R. 12 E., should be denied;

I7 IS EERZBY ORDERED, Thut the County of Merced
be and the same 18 héreby g:ra.b.tod. p'omission to comstract

two crossings at grade over the right of way and tracke of

the Atonison, Topeka.and Sants Fe Bailroad, as spplied :toir

in Applications Nos. 5040 and 5041 end as shown on the maps
attackhed to said applicatiom, said crossings to be constrao-
ted subject to the following conditions and not otherwise:

(1) The entires expense of oonstmct.{ng the
orossings Bhall be borme by the applicant. Thovexponse of
their maintenance thereéfter in good and first-class o0n~
dition, for the safe and convenient ase of the public,
‘shall de borne by the applicant, with the exception of those
portions between the rails and two (2) i’pét outgide thereof,
which shall be bomc', by the .a‘.toh'.iaoﬁ.f Topeia and Sa'.zi'_ba e
- Rallroalde h

(2) The crossings shall be constracted at right
angles acroaa 't:ho railroad rights of way and trackse

(3) Said orossings shall be constructed twenty (20)
feot in width with grades of approach not oxcoed.ing six (6)‘
per cent; shall be protected by s'a.ita.blo orossing aigna,'&nﬁ ~
in every wsy be made safe :for the passage thereover of vohiclea
and other road traffic.

(4} 1If, in the future, the travel over these cross— |
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ings shall become heavy, or the view of the 'railroad tracks
from the roads approaching the ‘cross.'mgs 3kall become _
obstructed from any cause whatsoever, said orossings shall be
protected by antomatic flagmen to bo installed at the expense
of the County of Merced. The expense of maintaining the
antomatic Tlagmen after ssme have been 1nstall.edlshall' be
borne by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail:oad Company . _

(5) The private crossings about 1000 feet south
of the orossing covered by Application No. 5040 and the
Private orossing near the crossing covered by Application
No. 5041 shall be closed after the pudlic crosginéa have
been cons’tmctedf . ,

(é) The Commiscion reserves the right to make
such :‘."a.rther orders relative to the location, cons'cmction,
operation, maintenance and prbtection of said crosgings
ag to it ma.y geem right and pcro;p;:', and to revoke its per-
migsion 1f, in 1ts Judgment, the public convenience and
necessity demand suck action. o

I IS EREBY FURTEER ORDERZD, That Application
No. 5042 be ani the same is hereby denied without prejuiice.

The foregoing Opinion and Order are heredy approved
and ordered filed as the 0pin5.on and Order of the Ra.ilroa.d. |
Commigsion of the State of California.

. Dated at Sam Frameisco, Californis, this o< Z%

day of November, 1919




