Decision No.l (76; 76}-.

In the matter of the application of )
the COUNTY OF MADERA £or bighway )
orossing om the extension of Florenmce )
Avenue, in the Town of Chowohilla, to } Application No. 4830.
connect with the State Eighway, over ) ‘

Southern Pacific right of way and }
rallroad tracks. ;

B. F. Van Dyke and J. W. Butler for applicante.

Farry T. Hemneesy for the Southern Pacific Company.

MARTIN, Comxissioner.

This 1s an application f£iled by the c§nnty of
Madem"on A:agust .6., 1919, foxr pemiésion to construct a
crossing &t grade over the tracks of the Sowthern Pacific
Company at Ilorence Avenue, in the Town of Chowchilla,
Mad_lora County. This c¢rossing will conﬁect Florenc§ Avenue
with the State Eighway, wich perallels the raitrosd onm
the east side of the right of Waye |

’ A public hearing was held at Chowchilla om

October 16, 1919, at which all. Interssted ;oaz—t:iéav wore
reprocented. | . | , |

The Ghowchilla Ranch, consizting of 108,000
acres, hes been cut up and opgned to sett.lemant é.nring
‘the past few years and it Is estimated at present that
some. 2000 to 3000 people have been placed on this land,

which 1s ell tridutery to the Town of Chowohilla. Recent=
1y a.nothe'r large acreage lying in Townshipas 9 and 10 South,




Rangesl4d and 15 Zaet, ka2 been acquired by the interests

backing the Chowchilla Ranch, it being their inteantion to
subdivide and settle this land, which lies in the norxrth center
of the original holdings.

The Town of dﬁowchilla lies to the west of the
Southern Paciffic tracks. At present the only outlet to the
State highway 48 over Rovertson Boulevard, a 100-foot 1m§roved
streeot extending about ten miles southwest throuéh the,Chou-
¢hilla Banch. The railroad orossing at Robertson Bowlevard,
while wide enough to amply care for existing trarfic, is .
much higher than the surrounding land of the Saathorm.?aci—
£ic Company’s station grounds and ia‘approached from the.
State highwéy to the east of the crossing by aAeteep-grado.

Applicanx tegtiffied that this orossing is blooked
by all trains stopping at Chowchilla and, in additlon, is
sometimes blocka&qd by‘yehiqlea and trucks standing'near the
station waiting for trains, as this roadway is the only high
gronpd in the vieinity of the depot.

. The railroad company contends thmt the existing
orossing at Robertson Boulevard will eamply take care of all
present needs of the town and rauch of Chowchilld and that
distanx travel over the proposed westerly extension of
Plorense Lvenue and Washington Road will not be inconveni-
enced by having to use the present crossing. |

The proposed orossing at Florence Avenus is
located only a little over 500 feot'north ot the crossing
at Robertson Boulevard and about 125 feet south of the

southerly end of the railroad t;estle over Ash Slough. This
crossing will thererore alwaye be the mogt northerly entranoce

to Chowechilla, as it is physically impossible to construct
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any more crossings further north, on account of the location

of Ash Slough. For the same reason, the view to the north
of this 6rossing will probably always r;ama.in open. The
view td_ the south, however, will be obscured by the Union
011 Company¥s.plant and the railroad company’'s station
facilities. fThe land in the vicinity of this crosaing

is only slightly lower than the railroad track and th‘o
grades of approach will e alight, while those at Hobertson
Boulevard are heavy. The orossing as propozod. will crose
three railrosd tracks: the main line and two spur tracks.
The applicant agreed to have the sand spur running rorth-
west into Ash Slough removed, 1L the a.pplication‘ is granted.
. This wiil leave oxly two tracks at this point.

Xt hes generally béon the policy of the Commission
to refuse the oponi.ng: of grade corossings in such close prox-
inity to existing orossings as the proposed crossing is to
the one at Robertson Boulevard. It is probably true that
travel from some distance west of town could use the exist-
ing crossing without imconvenience aud it 4s also true that
Robertson Boulevard has not been mprovod. for ites full width
of 100 oot and ie therefore not being used to its full
capacity for'tra.:zﬂc. 'Eowover, in this particular case it
appeara from the teatimony and from inspestion that the pro-
posed crossing at Florence Avenue is less hazardous than the
existing crossing at Robertson Boulevard apd that it will
relieve the latter of practically all of the no'rthbound_.
travel on the highway from Chowchills and the southbound
travel into Chowchbilla. o

' It s hoped by the Town of Chowchilla that the




oPon.i'pg of this orosging will cause Florence Avonue to d;velop-
intc & second business street and thus prevont-vChowohi.lld
from becoming a one~street town. There is undou:btéd.ly a good
reason for this hopye, .a.a thb surrounding country has developed
wonderfully in the pest ::ew' yoears and will undoubtodly ¢on-
tinne to develop. The Town oL Chowchilla will denefit by
this development and it wonld seen good policy on the part of
the Commission to ,he_lp this movement take the proper course,
by granting the application. o '

Tne followiag form of oxder is recommended.

COUNTY OF MADERA, having on August 6, 1919, filed

an application witk the Commission for pomission to construct
a crossing at grade over the trac]:g of thq -Sauti;om :?a.o'i:tiov
Company at moro:ioe Avenue, in the Town of Chow.chi;la,' County
of Madera, State o:: California, ae -fshownA by the nm attached
to the application; a public hearing ;:é.ving been held, and
it sppearing to the Commissfon that the application sﬁonld
be granted, subject to the con’ditioz;s hereinafter specified;
IT IS EEREBY ORDERED, That permission be Ianﬂ.- the
same iz hereby granted the COUNTY OF MADERA to conetruct a
crossing at grade over the tracks oI the ‘Southern Pacific
Company at Florence Avenus, in the Towz of Chowchilla,
County ot_.mp..dera, a8 shown by the map ‘atta.chod‘ to tha appli-
cation; said orossing to be constructed subject to the

following conditions, viz.:

.-

(1) The entire expense of constructing the cross-.
ing shall be borne by the applicant. The cost of ita main-
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tenance up to two (2) Zeet of the rails of the Southern Paci-
21c Company sbell be borne by the applicant. The maintensnce
of that portion of the crossing between the rails and two (2)
fost outside thersof shall be boxne by the-Sowtherz Pacific |
Company. | |
(2) Toe crossing shall be constructed of a Width
of not less than sixtj' ( 66) feet, with grades of approach
not greater than three (3) "per cent; s8hall be protected

by a suitable orossing eign, and shall in every way be made
safo for the passage the:rogver of vebicles aud othe:;? road
traffic. |

(8) 1The orossing shall be conatmtod 80. a8 not
to intori'oro with the frogs in the Southorn Paciﬁc Com~
pany's tracka.

(4} The existing sand spur running northwest 1nto
Asb SJ.ough*sha.ll be removed.

(6) <The COmmission resexrves the right to mako su.oh
farther ordora rela.tivo to the loca.tion, construotion, oyer-
ation, ,maintemnco a,nd. 'protects.on of s2aid crossing as to it
may. seem Tight and proper, and to revoke ite permisaicn 1:!
in ite Judgmont, the public convenience ma noooaa:.ty demana.

such action.

The foregoing Opinior ad Order are hereby a.pprofed :

and ordered £iled as the Opinion and Order of the Railroad
Commission of the State of Callifornia.

Dated at San Era.nc:!.sco. Oa.li:ﬂomi.a, this
d.e.y of November; 1919




