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1>ec1810n No. 

In the matter o~ the application o~ ) 
the COUl1'T.! OF MADERA for highwa,. ) 
oross1ng on the extension of Florenoe ) 
Avenue. in the ~own of Chowoh1lla.,. to) Applioation xo. 48Z0. 
oonnect with the State :R1ghwq .. over ) 
Southern·Pac1fi0· right of w~ and } 
railroad traeks. ) 

) 

:8 .• 7. Van D7ke and J. W. :Butler for appl1oant. 

H/J.r1::'y ~. Henness,. for the Southern zaoi!10 Com:pany • 
. ' 

ltARm. Comise.ioner. 

OJ?INIOllT .... _ ..... - .... -- ..... 

~18 is an app11eat1on filed b,. the Count7 o~ 

:Madera. on August 6, 1919, for pe:rm18:sion to eonstruot a 

orossing· at grade over the tracks of the Southern Pacifi0 

OODl:PtJ,XlY a.t Florenoe Avenue. in .the ~OWl1 of Chowch1lla. 

Madere. eo-ant,.. Thi8 crOSSing will COlmeet Florence Avenue 
wi th the State R1ghW~, 19h 1ch parallels the railroad on 

the eae~ side of the right of waY'. 

A publio'hearing was held at ChowChilla on 

October 16, 19l9, 6.t which all.: ,interested parties· wo·re 

represented. 

~e Chowchilla :Ranch. consia:ting o~ 108.000 

acres, has been cut up and opened to settlement during 
, . 

'the past few ye~rB and it 18 estimated at present that 

some.2000 to 3OO0,J)eopl& have been placed on t:b.18 ;and.' 

"h1oh 1e all. ·tribute.l7 to tho !i!own of Chowchilla.. :Reoent-

ly another large acreaget ~g in !I!ownsh1ps 9 alld 10 South" 
" 

·')C,O 
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Eangee14 and 15 ~t.ha8 been ac~r&d by the interests 

baoking the Chowohilla ~Qh. it being their intention to 

,eubd1vide and settle this la~. ~1oh lies 1n tne no~ center 

of the ortg1l18.1 holdings. 

fhe ~ow.c. of ChowchilJ.a. 110s to the west of the 

So~thern Ps.ci!i0 tra.ek8. At present the ol2ly ou.tlet to the 

Sta.te highway is over :Ro~oertson :SOulev~r4, a. lOO-foot improved 

etreet extending a'Oout ten miles southwest through the. Chow-

chilla Baneh. ~e railroad orossing at Robertson Boulevard. 

while wide enough to ampJs care for ex1st1ng trafi'ic. is. ' 
much higher than the sun-ounding la.nd. of the -So'l1ther.c. Pac1-

:fioCompa.ny'T s. sta.tion sro'tmd~ and 18 approa.ehed !:rom the. 

,state highwa.y to the ea.st of the crossing by a steep sre4e. 
to., • 

Applioant t&st1f1ed that this orossing is blocked' 

by an trains stopping a.t Chowchilla. end.. in add1 t1on,. is-

sometimes blockad.ed by veh1elee and truoks standing near the 

sta.tion waiting :tor tre.1n8. as this roa.dway 18 the onlY' high 

ground in the vio1n1 t:y of the depot. 

,_ ~e railroad oOlllplJ1Y contends t:b&t the existing 

orossing at Robertson Eoulevard Will anplY take care o~ a1l 

present neede of the town and ranoh o:! Chowohilla. and that 

di8tant travel over the proposod westerly e~ens1on o:! 

norene- Avenue and washington :2oa4 'lUll not be 1XleonToni-

eneed b~ having to use the present eroes1ng. 
~e proposed orossing at Florenee Avonue ~ 

l.ocated,onl,. a little over SOO feet north of the orossing 

at 2oberteon BculeTard and about 125 ~eet aou~ of the 

southerly' end of the railroad trestle r:;ver Ash Slough. !!lie 

erossing will therefore alwaY8 be thO' moet northerly entrance 

to Chowchilla. as 1 t 18 p~e:10811Y' impol'si ble to oonstruot 



8:lJ'Y more crossmga further north. on aeoount ot the loca.tion 
. . 

ot Ash Slough. For the same reason, the View to the north 

of this crossing Will probably s.J.wa78 remain open. ~e 

view to the south, however. will be obsoured b;r th& 'O'n10D 

Oil COmp&n1's.plant and the railroad. compaD7's·sts.t1on 
. .' 

facilities. ~he·l&nd in the vicin1tY' of this eros8ing 

is onlY' s11ghtl,. .lower than the railroad track and the 

gradea of approach will be sl.1ght. while those at Robert8on 

:BouJ.evard are heavy. The cro8s1ng s.e proposed w111 eros. 

tbi-ee railroad traoks: the main line and two spur tracks. 

~o a.ppJ.ioant agreed to have the sand spur rt'nn
' 
ng north- . 

west into A8h Slough removed. if the application is granted. 

~h18 wm leave only two traoks at this point. 

,It hae gener~~ been the pol1c~ of the Commission 
to re:ftt8& the opening of grade crossings .1n such close prox-

1m.1 ty to existing orossings as the propo8~d orossing i8 to 

the ODO at Robertson :BotU.evard. It 18 probsblY' true that 

travel. :erom some distanoe west of t"own oould use. the. ex1st-

ing or0881ng without inconvemenoe and it 18 aleo true that 

Robertson Boulevard has not been improved for ita ~ width 

of 100 ~e$t and is therefor& not being used to ita full 

oa~ae1t7 for traffic. Rowever9 1n this parti~r C&8e it 

appear8 from the te8t1mo~ and from 1nsp6ot10n :that the pro-

posed erossing a.t Florence A.venue 18 leS8 :bamrdo't18 than the 

existing cro8sing at Robertson Boulevard and that· it will 
relieve the latter of p%$ct1call,. a.ll· of the northbound 

travel on the highw~ from Choweh1ll& snd t~e southbound 

trave1 into Chowohilla. 
Itie hoped by the ~ow.n of'Chowehil1a that the 
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opening of this oroeaing Will O&use !'lorenee Avenue to develop 

1ntCI 8. seoond busines.s street and thus preventChowch111a 

trom becoming a one-street town. ~ere .13 undoubtedly & good . 
reason ~or this hope. a8 the surrounding oountry' has deTeloped 

.wondertully in the past few years and will undouotedl,.- eon-

t1nue to develop_ ~e,~OWXI. o'! Chowch1.ll.a will oene:ti't by 

this de'Volopment and 1 t would seem good polley' on the :pa.rt of 

the COmmiss1on to help this movement take the 'proper course. 

b~ grantiDg the applioation. 
!l!b.e follow:tng :torm of order 18 recommell4ed. 

ORDER ....... -....---
eOmTfi OJ!' MAJ)ERA, having on Auga.et &. 1919. filed 

an application with the Commi83ion for permission to con8truct 

& oros8ing at grade over the tracks of the ,SOUthern Pao~:t10, 
, ' 

Co~ at :B'loreno& Avenue. in the Town o:t' Chowchilla; count,. 

o'! Madera,. State of Ce.l1~orn18." as 'shown, by the m.ep, attaohed 

to the app:Lj.ca.t1on; a publi0 hearing, hav1ng been held. and 

it appoartngto the Commission that the application Should 

ba gr~ted. ~bjeot to the oond1tions here1naftor speoified; 

IT IS. BEBEBY ORDERED. ~t perm1ee1on be aDd. the 
, " 
, ' 

same 18 ho:-ob,. granted the COlD'fi OF ~ER.4. to oonstruct a 

orossing atgra.de, "over the traclc8 0:1: the Southe~ ~a~tt1e 

Com.pel11' at norenoe A,Tenue 9 in the Town of Ohowoh1lla~ 

OOUl1ty of J:e.dera, as ahow.c. by the map atta.ohed to tha: app11-
, , 

cation; 88.10. or088ingto be construoted 3Ub~ect to the 

following conditions, 'ViZ.: ..... 

(1) ~e entire a:pense ot oonstnot1ng the cr08~- . 

ing 8heJ.l be borne' by the a.pp11oa:nt. The cost of ita ma1n-

, 
'-



te%l8JlOe up to tw.o (2) teet of the rails o'! the Souther:r:z, Paoi-

:ti0, Company shall be borne by tho' applieallt. ~~ ma,1ntonanoe 

o"r that portion of the crossing between'the ra1l8 and two (2) . '. 

feet outside the roof shall be borne b:y the ~South(trn Pa.c1f10 

Comp8.l2Y. 

(2) 1'he. cross1l2g shall 'be oonstruot,ed o~ a width 

of %lO,t leS8 than aixt,. (GO) feet, with grades of approach 

not greater than three (Z) per oent~ 8ha.ll 'be pro:teotod 

b7 a suita.ble orossing s1sn. and shell in every wa'3' be made 
~ 

~e :tor the :passage thereover of vaMoles a:a.d other r08.d 

traffi0. 

CZl fA. orossing shall be oon8tra.oted eo. 8.8 not 

to interfere with the frogs in the SouthernPao1:lo Com-

~'e traoks. 

(4) ~e eXisting sand spur %'1'n%J:1ng northwest 1l1to 

Ash Slough shall be removed. 

(5) ~e Commission %'8aerTOS the r1gh.t to ma.lea such 

further orders relative to the loos.t1on. construction. oper-. , , 

&t10n, ms1ntenanee and proteotion o~ said crossing a8 to it .' . 
mA'1, seem right aDd proper, and to revoke its pe:rmiss1on 1~. . . 
in its judgment';. the public oonvenience ec.d neoessity demand 

suoh aotion.· 

~e foregoing Op1n1on 91d Order are hereby approved 

, • &%Jd ordered fUed, as the Opin.10n end Order of the:RaiJ.roa.d 

Commission of the State of Ce.11fo:rn1a. . ...,"" .. ",,-
. . __ ,' ....,..I"P .. ~. '.' 

Dated. at "San Francisco. :Qsl.1:e0rn1a,,~ll~'--2""?~ 

day of lITovembel'. l.91.9.' ~~~n~ " 

;~~~n':".- .. . 
• ,:. ,.:' ~ :'''~ ... ' I)"~~.'<":·'·'~"';"-~i~\~~~· ',' # • 
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