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Docleion Noe. _\2 .

BEFORZ THE RATIROAD. COAUISSION OF THE STATE OF CATIFORNIA

In the matter of the spplication of )

the Council of the City of Richmond, )

State of California, for an oxder ;

poxmitting the oonstmtion and mein

tonance of an underhead crossing ) Application No. 4446.
across the railroad tracks of the )

Atohisox, Topeka and Sante Fa Railway )

Company, at Sixteenth Street in the )

City of Riohmond. ;

D. J. HEall, City Attorney for City o: Richmond.
Je W. Walker, R. B. Ball and Platt Kent for

. United States Railroad Administration ~
Atohison, Topeks and Santa Fe Railway

company.
MARTIN, Commissioper.
o PINION

Io this application the City of Richmond seeks
an order from the Commission permitting the construction
and meintensnce of an undergrade highwsay crossing across
the rigat of way and tracks of the OaXland Branch of the
itchison, Topeka and Sezts Fe Railway at Sixteenth Street.
Tafe application wes hesrd st Richmond on May 8, 1919,
m_conjﬁnction with Applications 3781 and 4447. The
latter applications deal with the improvement of the
Macd.ona.ld Avonue subway and the opening of Bissell Avenue
at grade across the Southern Pacific Company’s 8 tracks.
The throe matters were heard. together, in order that traiﬁc ‘
conditions at Richmond cowld be s'tndioa. ag a whkole, ,'bu.t




they can be decided separately on their respective morits;

The City. of Richmond is cut uwp into several '.
sections by the three railroads running through it. Theze
railroads (the Atchison, Topeks and Santa Fe main line,
the Atchison, Topeka and Senta Fo Oaklazd Branch, axd the
Sounthern Pacific Company¥s main -lino) form a large triangle
whose sides surrownd the "'principa.l business district of ‘
Richmond. This section is largely out off from communication’
with that portiox of the city lying to the south of it, by
the Santa Fe Qalkland Branch,and to the cast of it, by the
Southern Pacific msin 11.:#0.

Thore are only five orossinga, all at grade, over
the Oakland Branch of the Santa Fe in about 8650 feat. There
are 1o crossings botween Tenth and Twenty~third Streeta, a
distance of about 3500 feet. There are only four orossings
to the east over tho Southern Pacific Lines in a distam ce o:t
about 4400 feet. | |

The Santa Fe Oakland Branch runs from east to 'v'voat‘

through Richmond jwst uorth of Ohio Street on a gradually '
rising €11l and crosses over the Southorn ?aciﬁc. Conpany*s
lines at Iwenty-third Sﬁroet. 4t Sixteonth Street, vhic‘h' is=
about half way between the existing crossings. at 'mnth.and
Twonty-third Streets, this. fill is approxirately 16 feet |
deep from base of rail. As the Afstance from base of rail

to the dottom of the pla.fo girder flanges is abdout: ?.8‘ foot,
which leaves 13.4 feet clear to a level roadway, it will be
an easy matter to depress Sixteenth Street six-tenths of a
Loot to get the l4=~foot clearmce regquired bjr they Commission’s
Genexal Order No. 26.  The proposed site is in every physicsl

respect admireble for the location of a separation of grades.
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The testimony shows that the sectiax of mgﬁmond
south of Ohio Stroet, 'botwee;:. Tenth &nd Twonty-third Streets,
has been building wp repidly for the psst thres ox four years.
A11 of the streets from Tenth Street to Twenty-second Street
apd Prom Ohio Street to Potrero Avenue are improved. The

people 1iving in this section are awxious to have this crossing

constructed and are willing to be assessed, to help pay for the.

samne. |

The railroad company feels that this sectio:'z'is
amply served by the existing grade crossings and contends
that, as the main busi‘.ne'ss‘ portion of Rickmond 1lies west of
Tenth Stroet the Tenth Street crossing" amply serves that
distrs.ct. Obsorvation shows, howevor, that the buainose '
diat:rict of Richmond is gradually growing east a.long Macdonald
Avenue and investigation shows that there have recon’bly been
nUmerous real estate tranafers east of Tonth Street that look
to sudbstantial improvements. It is necessary in deciding on
the construction of a separation of grades, such as the one
applied for in this application, to look not only at the pre-
sent needs but also into the future, in order that the gfowth
of our ci{bieé nay be proporlj supervised. Too 6:2'56# sach
growth ig haphazard and s matter of chance, which finally
causes' great inconvexnience and sometimes large expenditures to
rectify the errors which have grown umnoticed. It is wndoubtedly
true that there ie & resl meed Zor an additional crossing at
Sixteenth Stree"t; and 1t is fortunate that it can so readily be
made in the form ot a grade soparation. This. crosaing will be
a great convenience and dersfit to 'both 10ca.1 and throush
travele

is 18 usual in a matter of this kind, both parties

- -




feel that the other should stand & major portion of the expesnse.

Some contentlon arose &t the hearing over the matter of the
title to the land covered by this orossing on the rallroad
'right of way. It would seom that +this is a ;natter for the
courts, rather than this Commission, to decide amd it would
gleo seen o be the botter policy for bothk parties to devote
the costs of settling the matter of title diﬁ:egtly to the
cost of the structure contemplated. No comsideration will
therefore be given this a.nglé o the situation in making |
tais docislon.

| The division of cost iz this :L;Lsta.nce may be taken
to hinge on two conditions. Normel 1y, . whore a separation of
grades is applied :_Eor and no'gra.dc crossing ig to be closed
in liem thereof, nor any direct bemefit is to be odtained by
the railroad éompany, the ¢ost of such separation iz generally
paid by the applicant. S

Taking into comsideration another angle of the pre-

gont case, which presents a condition where & long railway
embaximent has been comstructed througn a city without suffici-
ent openinge to take care of the city's growth, 1,t'ae§ms res- |
sonable to gssess the cost of a. gra.de'saparation. or at least
a major portion of such cost, to the company owning the.
exbaniment. Taicing all matters into oonaidere.tion,‘ it appeare.
reasonable to divide the.cost,of this structure in the usual
manner, that is, egqually bétweem the City of Richmond and the
Atchizon, Topeka amd Santa Fe Railway Company. |

CITY OF RICHMOND, having on Mareh 19, 1919, applied
to the Commission for an order pormitting the construction
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and maintenarce of an undergrade ¢rossing across the tracke
of the Atchison; Topekg amd Santa Fe Railwqi~Company at |
Sixteenth Street inm said city; a public hearing having been
held and the. COmm18°1on being znlly avorised in the premises
and of the opinion that the,application shonld be granted,
subject to cortain comditions anq that the expense of this
construction should be divided between the parties in accord-
ance with the following order; _
T IS HZREBY ORDERED, That the City of Richmond
and the Atchlison, Topeks and Sante Fe Ral lway Company .be and -
the same heraby are ordered to coms truct an undergrade highway
erozsing at Sixteenxhbstreet Richmond, at the éoint and in
the maxmer shown by the maps attached to. the. application-
said constructian to be made subject to. ths rollowing con-
ditiona, vizes
(1} The undergrade highway crossing shall be
constructed ﬁitﬁ clearances to oonformvtq the Commission’s
Goneral Order No. 26 |
(2) The extire expense ot congtructing the crossing
shall be borne fifty {50} per cemnt by the City of Richmond
and £i£ty (50) per cent by the Atchison, Topekn and Santa Fe
Railway COmpany.
(3) The City of Richmond shsall have the right t0
portion .
raise the necesaary fonds for its/of the expense of this
construction, in such menner under the laws of Caliib:nia
a8 the City Comucil shall deem pProper. |
(4) The Commission reserves the Tight to make

suck rurﬁher‘ordera relative to0 the location, constructioxn,

operation, maintenance and protection o:isaid crossing as

to it may seem right and proper, and tOTrefoke 1tavpe:miesion
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if, in its Judgment, the public converience and necessity

demand such action.

The fbregoing.Opinion'andIOrdor are herobyAapproved
and ordered filed as the Opinion and Order of the Railroad
Commission of the State of Californiz.

Dated at an.Francisco, Californis, this JZJR’ y

day of Novembor, 1919.

.c 3aiamera.«




