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. BEFORT TEE RATLROAD COMMISSION
OF CEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

L]

AR , ) ,
In the Matter of the LApplication of the ) ,

. CONREL COSTA GAS COMPARY, & coxrporation, . ) Application To. 4924
for.a revision of 1tz rates. R '

o S. Waldo. COIem, Lor applicanf.
A B. Jming Zor Comxty of Contrzm

Le P. 3Bray, c.l.ty Attorney, for City
of Mar"inez.

 BY CEE COMMISSION.

OPIRION.

C’ontra. Cozte Gas C:ompaw, a m:nity suppiying gas to
the citles sud tow:na of amtfoch, Comeord, Wertinez, nmsburg and
Crockett ani con:tigum and’ in’&ervening territo:ry, I:a. cozrtra, _ |
Coztxa comty, California alzegos that fts preaezrt ro.tors :for gaa o
are insu:tﬁcien.t o properly compensate it 2or i'ir:s coa‘ta of operap
tiom ancI give 1t & reas onable retu:m on its inve.;tment and. auks
that t.'b.e C:ommiasioz: accord:ﬂngly imreaae its ra'tes and chargcs i'oi- /

hea:ring was held at Martimz be*_!’ore Emnﬁ.ner Weatove:- RIS
on Oc:'t:ober 13, 1919 8% whicb. time 't:b.e mattoex was submitted. pemt- S

mg the ﬁling of supplomen‘tary evid:ence by applica.nt a't ‘the C:om- -
nfssion’s requeat. The evid.ence be:t.ng :L’ully bea?ore« 'the c,'ommias:con,

the matter 5.3 BOW submittod an& rea&y for ctecision. o
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. Applicant £iret engagea in the gas buaineas in the year
1915 following the construction of & gas’ gonexa’cmg Plant, trans- |
migsion mains end d‘.ﬁ.xtrib'a.ting systenm in Contra cwta Czomty. I'ts
rates have beer twice su'bjec‘t to revis loz by the comis..,i.on in Dec:i-
‘sion Ko. 51’2’2' in Application NG 5322 dated Ma.rch 4, 1918 and in
Decisd‘.on zsro. 6103 iz Applica.tion Xo. 4158 dated Febmry 13 1919.
Iz botk of the e proceedmgs apblica.n:ts' :rates were i.ncreaae& to- |
absorb m par‘t, the increaaed cost o.f oﬂ. hbor, natorials and
other mra't.’m.g expen.;ea. | mze z-e.tes now In e:ffec’t are as :followa-

Table To. 1. Schedule "4™
' Gemoral Servico

' Gross
First 500 cubic foet or less per meter por month...3 L. 10
Text 2,000 ™ " pe:r: meter pexr mo pexr 1000 ecm.LEL 1 75 -
Yoxt. 2,500 ™ ' , crowow 000 T 85
Next 2,000 T "f' " w T ow o w 7000 ™" 135
n'mvz'ooow. w™ o L = W 1000» " w
AL over 15,000 c.nbic :ﬂ‘t. per meter per mo.per 1000 T Tt

The net rate 1’..., effective Lf the bL1Y is paid at the
office of the company on or before the tenth of the morth
next succeeding that for which the »II1 1s rendered. If
thewbIll Is 0ot paild on or before the tezrt:h, ‘the grosz -
charge is e:t:tective.

. Schedule "BT
Prepay Neters

Betez  $1.75 per 1 000 cubic feet.
Miximmm:z  1.00 per meter per momth.

Schedule "C™
Ho’telo Restaurants and Bakeriesz,

Gross
Bate per 1,000 cubs.c feet per moxmth - ................41;'5"9'5"
Mmmweekly charge per meter eereccsccnncccaseces T 50

The net rate s effective If the bIlY is paid at
the office of the company within three (3} &ays after
reading of metor and presentation of weekly bill. XL
the 11l 4is mot paid within 'three (3) aays, the gxo.,a"

. chaxge 1s effective. ‘ _ |

Iz spite of the Incroased rates which have been autborized

to Contra Costa Gas Cc)mpe.na-'m the ‘la. t two years; itz expenses
continue ‘to increaoe through ceunses over which it has no con:trol.
: "-"cvult"' o-" onnramor with es ‘ac'= for 192013\. prosent m,o‘uv_." .*}ré-

praphicelly shown below. 3-'




R CONIRA cosu 615 COANY. - K R Present Rates
_ - Results of. Oparatiou = 1916-1919 Ino. and est.imates for 1920. S 570 B, ;.U.
' L I S 916 0 - - 1916 a7 . 1918, 1919 - OE-
_ capital‘ : o , : : —'. *103 000 - $209,000 é24o,ooo . $263,¢ 000' . 4790, 0% ooo_hwﬁ&ba_
Operatiug Rgv.snu-; o ; . S 16 07 .- . 45,_211 . 66.9_68 ': 37.438 S 95 592 '

OPatating Fmpan‘sesfé' Prodhotion - 4,452 14,276 22,512 -_39,059 . b2,994
. Trarsnission - ) . 609, - 849 . 1,489 - 2,121 3,259
Distritution . = y 683 3,712 5, 316 C 6,009 - b,708
Commrolsl - 2,468 - 6,923 2,909 11,374~ 11,007
Conoral & Miso. ST 3,596 3,631 3,686 - 4,288
Taxes o » 666 2,333 3,632 5,136 6,741
Doprooiation _+1,850 % 3,900 4,946 5,269 6,179

Tota) Opyrating Sxponsos i 1,400 35,449 ©  F1L,886 72,676 90,356

Not Revorms - : 4,657 9,762 15,68 14,768 . 6,896
_ Rats of Return on Gintal - 4463 » 4.9,, 6.6% " Be6% 1.8;4 -
" Nwtber of consumrs . . - L 788 1,661 1,942 2,042 * 2,300

53108 0f gas K. cws fest. : S 35,526,7 63,057:9 57,602,0  59,449.0
Ra\fenua por M, cu, feat, Sold 7 . SR R $1e27 - -‘}'1_.26 $1.52 $1 60

Notet  Items for. 1916 to 1918, Inclusive. fron Aniual Roports of Applicant

to Comuission »~ Items for 1919 fro Avplicant ts Bxhibit YAY horain
(Pprtially Estimated.) .

$3stimtsd

**I‘axes inolude 8tate tax on gross revenus and also 3% on gross revenuo under
looal franohise requirements.




The cost of o0il to sprlicant in 1917 was 70¢
ver borzsl, in 191€,§1.55 ant in 1919, £1.70, end sfter

Kereh 1, 1920 the ovidence chows 4Lt will cos t yl 85 P”r ]

tnor €03%3 o‘ oneratxon neve 8lso increa°ea. j
Zeble Fo. 2 indicates‘that applicant‘Sbnaipeés
hasg ﬁassed ité development staée, itsrterritory is ﬁow‘wéll~
setursted, and infthe.iuture 1fsfbus;nesa wiii be sdbjecth
only to normal increcse througk growth of nopuln Lox end
indus:ries'to ve Borved. The s sunplicd by 4%t has nere-
volore coﬁtainea”a'uniform hﬁating quality~of3550-3ritish¢'
Thermal Unlte per cubic foot, continued 4o date umder the
authority of the Commisclion ac an exception td;the7étanddrd
of 570 3.:.U.feszabliahea Sy Gemeral Order No. 58, and 412
,nresent~ratqs aro'based unon'that”quality oL gas. 
| Applic nv iz now nronared 1) con@orm to . the-

ctate atanda d of pus qualit , but shows that its conaumn-

tiom of oil will be incrcuued thcreby nd Lts sales eligauly

deeres sed conait;ons whmca it asks to have,recognizoa“in:
'anj rate based unon tae‘°t"ndard gqualisy of 570 3;2£U2fs$s.,
This 1% done in the ra.‘ae.,acrein established whicha'x"é baged
on & ncauing contnnt of 70 B.L.T. |
I% eppears from testimony of consumers and in-

vestigations °y the Comm;3°ion s enginecre hat in portion°
of anpl*can*‘s territory *ncre nas bYeen & not;ceable lack of
progeure, pa:ticulafly‘at timea‘of heavy conoump‘ionmo,vgas‘
nick 4 duq in‘a lafge ure‘to tao ub ence of utomge
cavscity et Mertinez. spp c&nt gives sseurance uh&t zeps g

have been taken o remedy £he so,conditiono. e author;ty

serein contained to increcse rates 1o b °ed wpon the a*surance




of cdequete gervice in tkze p&rticula:s‘réﬁe:red‘to,
| Annlicantfciaims the reasonable velue of 4ts physical
portics ag of August 3 1919 to Yo 6270,110,;based:u§onfg
sctusl inveetmont as shown b+ 1%s sccownts. waick ave been
cnt from she boginning ;n con¢ormitj Wiuﬁ tke *equ+remﬂnub‘
| mmiseion.. The neCessSary &ad;t-ons Svatol be,yerm¢nts:
gysten %0 troe ond o the yeer 1919 & e~ostimﬂtéd'at
. Neécsgs:y ;mp*ovemcn To its generat;ng. tFén°mis4'
gion und distribution'sy tems during 1920 to sgupply tne normal
growth in its business, will probub¢y reguire an additﬁonal
%10,000. maese addiéionc'witb cLlowence fo:vmater;aluﬁ;supf
olies ane working can;ta*. aggre~vte $510'000"whic3'we 2ind
to be & Fcos sonsble *auc/$§fep*obertj Qe_OUOQ to nublic zerTice
for the yezr ¢920. . Qur. ong¢neers est¢matc that o reasonpb;e.‘
annuity Tor Qeprecias ;ou or renlecemcuts is &8, 200.‘ '_
nexes will_oegconumaergbly ;ncreoved zext yea* oocauu
annlicsns’s 2% frnnchise'pax wili then epply for the 25 rst timc'
upon 1l of its-grb** 'evenue., ”hi*”io‘a 1egi£’watc exponse
waich must therenltor be Ppaid ov consumers in uﬂO form of *a
Lable Now ‘ghows that es t;ma ] Tevenue on d expen=
1930‘unaer.presént rates would probao;y nroduce only
ke $310,000 rate hese, e wholly inaacquate-reuu 2 upon .
the,invcstmenﬁ. £ *ne territory in ouc"*ioﬁ iz %o cont;nue to'
réceive adequaﬁe e*v*cc wivh suitable provis;on for £uture
growth 1t iz monilost that applicent’s :etuzg:musv bq-;ncroasca
sufficiently to insure con*inucd onc ction and the piocuxing'
of veeded editsonel o &pital, Maere iT, 5ovévér °:poin* bé-‘

yord which & incrca: in rates Wi 31 canso apvlﬁcant o s *fe*‘

B loss of bucimess. © factor whick it consliored inm fiving the

rafcs found Iin the order. ke zates euthorized we eétimafé
i1l »roduce & grozs revenue folid §119 3’7 and o nct retuzn o*

7ﬂ ne~ Jeax unon tho xslo 000 ;nvcstcd rn;oh ;n our ;udgment

is as mucn 8z ann’icanx ey *ea onqbly expect to‘earn upon =

present condztions;' -5~
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comﬁa; 'b 0L GAS CONPANY having apnlzed ’or
s zevision of itu'vaueu, s nuollc hear;ng huving bccn neld
aence being wubm; ved ana the etk ter bcing roady ior de-
c;uion.' o | S
i TED “'*L?oﬂn COMITS SICN EERESY TINDS thet tao
nresont ratec of*Contrﬂ osta Gas uomnany arc not ~u¢A¢C¢en«-‘ 

1y zomuncrative ang unut the rate° percinuf er set forth axe

fust and

H

easonable retes. |

Basing'its‘oraor'upon the foregoing’ﬁinaing_of
fact ané unon esch statement ofifact conﬁained”in"the'op;nipn x
nreceding this ofaér;f, ' _

| | IT TS ETRNBY ORCTRID that Contre Coste Gas Comm
mny be, and it i hc*cby authorizod to cnargc and. collec*
for gos of ave*ago ‘heating vslume of 570 3risioh cae:mal‘vnzps ‘
per cubic foot; the_following_scbedules 6r'rate$:- .

Schedule 1. .
‘ SHRVICE

_ Grose Yot

1st 400 ou. £%. or leZt por metor ver momth .. BISI0 £ISTO

Nexty 355 cu. £t. per meter por mo. por 1000 ecu. 4. -.2.10 72.00 v
T 5000 "™ . " moTo- '”; % L.70 1.60
Sl A A L L A A A - - .40

ALl over 15,000 cu. L%, per meter pe:c mo. ne:: 1000 cu..a....-, 120~

The net ratve Is cfiec ive. ;f thc b1l 4o pa;d at dhe
o2fice .0f the comnany on ox belore the 10tk day. of
tze month next succccding toat for walch the bill- 18.

rendered. vhorwise ¢ ne gross charpo anplieo.'

Seh o&ule Lo
°rcnay neter uGI?iGG

2ete  52.00 per 1000 cu. ft." ' - - o
Minimnm c STRe wl.OO ver neter uer month. ’

uchedule Je . ‘
“otels. HOSLOUTSnLE ANG Maknry oervice,

—Gross Net
Zate ner 1000 cu..’t.,ner meter ner monuh . - SL.LSFINI0
Tetnimum weekly charge ver mcter E ' Te 75 7.40
The net rete igeffect;ve if the b&ll a44 at tno

offico. of the company within four (4). dayv -afvor the
preuenuat;on of the' wwafly pill. Otherwise tke grogs!
charge annlﬁe M SR
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The above schedules of rates shall apply to &ll regular

meter readings taken on a.nd. after the zoth day of Decembor 1919
Provided Contra Costa G»a.a compan.y ..,b.a.ll, :-'ithi:a. toxn days

from the date of this order, file with the Rsilroaa commission the

schcd‘ule° of ratos hoxein egtablished, and :f.’urchor

' Provicte& 'tha.'t: Contra Coste Gas Compaxny shell ox and after

the effective date of thic order conform Iz all rospec‘ts to the

gas service_g:tan;ar&.a oL Ge{nara.l Order No. S5& o-:f ‘, 'th:.a. Commission.
Dated a‘:t,_S&n Fran:cisco,;céli:tbmia, tnfs /9 e gay

| of Docember, 1918, IR AR
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