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b the ti'-''tter of t:b.e OO:::m::UssionIg , 
InvGst1gat10n into the ~es. ~egu- ) 
lat10ns an~Practices ot Willi~ s. ) 
VmJ. Eoosea.r, as oV';nar of a. water ) 
eystem nee-r :a:e.yword.,. CfUi::orn1~ ) 

E. S. Cra.ig :for :t1~~1wn s. v~ Eo().sear. 

O~!NION .... -. ....... _ ......... 
'. i 

~e a."bo'Vo entitled. matter is e pl"oeead.ing brought by 

tha ~a11road. Commission on its own motion,. intotha rule$~ r~gu-
r ' 

le~ions and. p:t"$ct1eos o:e ·-=1l1ie..m S. Va=.B:oosear" who· owne"o.nCl· 
., " . , 

o~ore.te s a. ema.ll IJublic utility water system located. ,1n castro:, 

'VCl.!le~ eppr?xime.tGl;sr two and. one-half miles in e. nort:b.easterJ.y:, ' 

.', 

d.ireetio,n from the town, of' Eaywsrd.. ~18 sy-stom' formerly.' '$u~"l1ed.' 
, . ' , '.-,'., 

"J, ." 

only :five consumers have 'been receiving water during the ps.s.t;~',~ear,,' 

d.ue in large tlGseure to Vc.n SOOSE)8r'S re::fo.ss.lto serve and. 'tc>', the' 
,. 

unsatisfactory conditions prevailing. 

A. number o~, informal cOI:l~la.:i.nts have been :f1ledw1ththe 

COX!ltlission, 'allegins that do:fendant a:rb:t trarily di'scont,inued..serv1ee, . ~., ' , 
',.r ' 

and. increasod. Ai.e ratos wi t~out the s.uthor1 ty o:!! this Co=n1seion.. 
" . 

On Ao'Vo.Xf.ib.or 28-, 1919, e. lIu'blio heari~ w8.s,held.1n th~' 

:le.'tter o:! thG Co=ission"s 1::lvestigat1on, ae entitled..' a.bove; &Xldt\he 

tect1n::.ony conclusively- showed tJlat d.e:£onctant.haz been'o:l?,~ra~Xlg .,*~,' 
.' .,' ,/ , 

: ", 
water s1stem o";med. byJlim e.s a. 1''0.''0110 tt.ti11 ty: t:c.ti.t he h3.o 111ere~sed.· . : 

" " 

.. 1 ... I, 



,I 

• 

Ais mo~thly m1n"imum e1w.rg6 for we-tor :frOIl 7S conte. ,er :oonth to ' 

$2.501'er mo:t1.th, without the' $.uthori tyo~ this',Comm1se11on; thatho' 
, , I 

hae e.r"oi~r~1Y'd.~3continued. service to his consumers ~1thOUt: , 
, . 

, ~:~tl!or1 ty; ~' :f'Urtl:.er~ ,th:lt he has i:ran,~:r!erred his1u';:ter syetem 

Yrx:o :0 ~ wi thc>ut,fir'st having obtained tl:.~e.tithor1 ty"~:f', ·this, 

,Commiesion. ' It, sppesrs,' tha.ttlie~e v10ls.t1one,otlaw' he,ve,"not bGen ' 

commit,ted througJ11gnoranca on the part' ot ~11lia.mS.' van:s:~~~ea.r, 
inasmuch as he' ad.I:litted, tha.t,he has on'various oCMsions recoived:

1 

. 
nc>tiee from theCommi$s1on'o~' such violations. 

~ 

:a:eretofor$~ on A"CgtLst 30,' 1917 ",Mr~ Va:::;',Eoosea.:r :filed:.' 
. . , ' " I,' 

an e.'pl'lication with ·this, CoIm:lise1on (Applicat1on !'0'.31S4)",~uest-
i:o.g authority to ;;diseont1nue tJlo operation of' the water 3Ystemin 

question. 'which ~~ppi1ee.tion wa.zden1ed. by'DeciSion,NO:., 484S,iSsUed. ' . ' . '. ' .. - '. 

Novemberl4,Jo 191~r_'In its Deoision No .. '595S.~ _ 3i1ve.V~,·~. 'F.'; 
" • j • 

Van Eoosear, ~$e: No~1194, issued N'ovam"oer 2Z,. 19,1a~th1a'co~~-'.' . . .... ' .' ~ '~. 

" ,. , ' 

sion. to~a:. as s. :fact thatl!r. 'Va:tl. :S:oosear was, ol'erat,1l:lg·s. ;9ublS-e' • 
• ". . ' ~ • ' '< > " 

11"., • 

. /' .. ', 

ef!eetive and',Mr. Van. :s:oosoe.r· ccnt1:o.uedthe c,Pera.t1on of'h1s' system, 
" ' 

8,3 So 'Ou"o11c utility until recently.-; ... ..' ' 

SUb·sequGnt, to tho 1ssue.n.:e. o:f 'theso dec.1sions, It!:.Vn:c. 
, . 

Roo-sear obtained the z1gna.turGS o:f his. consum&l'g, toaD:' ~greement, 
,', ',,' , ! 

, " -

to; relesse him from a.llobliga.t1ons to· d:eliv6r weter, to,. tl?-em, 1n' . " . 

the event he scc-arad. e. 'b,nyGl' :fol' hie propertY',. . which1ncl-;tdes ,no::t, cX\.ly ", "' , ' 
, ' 

the water system in q't1estioXl~' butsleo s. l"s:nch. ", ~edee1s:tons o~,'tho, .. ' 

lUgher courts., clearly .&e'tab11sh the ,Pl'1nc1ple',ths.t eontl"s.~ts"$ueh :803, 
' .. , . ,>,' 

these. made botweens. public utili t~ axl;d. 1ts consumers, ~e ,$Ub'jee.t, :.' 
.' I • .' , ',. I, . \' . : . .. 

to the ,police powers 0,:: the state. and ti:lGro:fo::e 1na:f~&e.tiVtLij! the~ , ., 
, . ' .. 

contlict with the provisions of the Public Utilities, Act ,. or the 



order$. of :th1s' Co.mmiss1on.: ~ese contracts 'ere not b:1.ndi l:JS upon, 

the Commission and. :Mr. Van E:oosee.r e~ot" d.1scontinuG ser'V':1.C(l'llll-

~ess he com1'l1es with the laws 'obta.1n1:og. Ea· :further a.ttemptect 

to inerease thers:::e ,cha:rged :forsGrv1:ee, b:1 sec-=ring a. signed. 'agr&&-
. l ' . .' 

:nenton the 'ps.r~ of h1S' ,consumers. No :application 'or req'tlest Viae, 

m.&il.e to this. Oomm1s's.1on for suthor1 t:y' to charge thee.greo~ l"a.tes.:' " 
, , 

nei tber we:rethese.:rates 1'1lleed, ontlle:" tLC ;prov1deCt bY', the'Ptlb11e', 

Utilities Aet.' ~e discont1:c:tUlJlee of sel:v1c:e workeds he.ra~h1P 
upon those, de'pondant upon tMS' cysteni. for w~te:rfor,dOl:lO'st1euZe$, 
,and such srb1tra.ry' and 'unwarranted e.et1ons are 1n6xcuStl.ble.;;If 'the 

" 

reveni,.e d.erived. :from theol'~e.tion O'f, th1:SPl&nt is 1nsutfieient. 
• • '., I' 

Mr. Ven :S:oosee.r me.y apply tor relie:r ':tiL the mamler' pre$e:r1~d bY,law. 
I • I' .". '.'" i " {, • 

Undor Section 5l o:f the :?o.'bllc' Utilities, Aet,.: authority 
. • . I .' • 

, " 

transfor'1~s oper~tiveprOl?ert:7. and;zueh author1ty:m.ust.~, o'bte.i.nod. 

be:fore' ~::c.e· pro1,'Grtyin question can lagal.!S 1:>0 trans:ferred.,' I' 

03.D.E3. --_.- .... 

conducted an investigation into the rules, reguln.tionsand, proo.t1ees 

of 'W"1l11am s. Van Eooe,ear 'e.s owner o:f' a ;pu"o1~eut111-t1 wa.ter sys~om.,. 

So pUbliC hoar1:og lw.'V'1lJg'been held~ a.na. the Commis.St"on being':1!tU.~ 

apprised in t1:.& premises p 

It'iS Rara~y Found ~z a Fact that ~11l1~ s. Van EoOBesr 

hez illegs.ll~ e.nd.,arb1tr1l:ril~ 1nerottsedthe rs.tez charged. ','by" him., 
tor wa.ter, ~dh&sillGgalJ.ye.na $r"o1tl"e.ril~ discontinued.· service 

to eonzume:r:$~ . 
It 13 Fa:rtb.er Found EJ.S a F:::.ct. ths.t the~6gal~ato'z.to:be 

" -Z-



ells.rged by Williat:l;S.Vc.n:C:oosaar for we.terdeliveradto eOnS=ers 
, , 

13.50 cents,por'lOOO gallons" vlith $., min1m't1mehsrge, 0:f75'eonts, 

per mO,nth; 
.And ba$i~ ite order, upon the £orego1ng ~~n~i~s o~ tact 

and ,the etatemente of ~act conta.inod. in the ,opinion ~rGeed1:og ,·thi,$ 
, . 

order, , 

a.:o.d. he is hcrc'b,y directed. to., roesta",lish the J/ublie ut1l1t~ ser-
• 'i" ' 

vice o~ watar to his constUllere in Ca.stro' Valle7"w1 thin five daY's' 

of the d.ate of, this oX'd.er" a:::ld. to cont1nuo such pU'b11c:,utili't7 
" 

sorvice D,t tho ratos: heroin found. to bG the ,lega.l ra.t~e, in' 

e:f:foet. 

" 

Co=isa1on r/ithin ten {10,) ~ys' of tile Q.o.te' of thiS" ord.o~~ , "c( 
:Dated. ~t San Prancisco .. C:;:.l.1forn1a" ~,th1~' , .J~~ "'- , 

, , , 
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