Decision No. 74 Bé-,

SZFORE THZ RAILROAD COMEISSION OF IHE STATZ OF CALIFORNIA

In the matter of application of
DIRECI0R GENERAL OF RAILROADS,
SOUTEERN PACIFIC RAILROAD, fLor

an order authorizing the construc-
tion of spur track at grade across
47th, 48th, 49th, 50th, 524 snd 534
Avenrves a.n& Vine Street, in the
City oZ Oakland, Cotmty of Llameds,
State of Californis..

Application No. 5213.

PR NS N N N adimandhe

Frank B. Austin for United States Railroad
Administration-Southern Pacific Company.

A. J. Treat for Fedoral Wool Manui’a.ctnring
Company .
Louis S. Wetmore for Libdy, McNelill and’
Libdy. ‘
Charles L. Brown for protesting property
owaors of Melrose Station ﬂ:ra.ot.

MARTIN, Commissionor.
OPINIOXN

In. this application the Director Gemeral of Rallroads,
Southern Pacific Railroad, seeks permission to comstruct a épur.
track at grade acrogz 47th, 48th, 49th, 50th, 52d, 534 Aveuues
and Vine Street, in the City of Oakland, Alameda County,
Califo’rnia.“ Resolution No. 19537 New Series, pa3sed by the
Qakland c-.t.ty COu.ncil,” granta permission for the construction
of this spur as applied fox.

At the request of property owners re'siding. in the
Molrose Station Trast, & public hearing was vld on Janwary 9,
1920, at San -Prancisco.




The spur track covered by this application starts
in the railroad yard near Melrose Station, swings to the
right and- rw'o.s nearly varallel with and about thirty or for ty
Leet dista.nt from the main line of tho Western Pacific Railroad.
from 481:}1 Avenue to 50th Avemue. At 50tk Avorue the spur runs
in and alomg Zast 10th Street £or about & block and a half
and then meanders by a narrow private right of way into the
large acreage befweon 4.81:_11 and 50th Avermes, whexre the plats
of the Federsl Wool Manufacturingz Company and or‘mbbj,
Mcﬁ'eill and Libvby are to be located.

The blocks of land betwoen Eset 10%h and Zast 12tk
Streets, frbmA?th Avenue to SOtix m‘enue. axre vacant, excoept
for one factory plant on Zaget 12th Street. The remalring por-
tion of the district traversed dy tho spur is rather thickly
vuilt-up with smsll residences. The streets i.ﬁ this section,
with the exception of 48th and 49th Avenuwos, have recently been

improved with mecadem pavements, concrote gutters and sidewalks.

50th. Avenuo is the oxly street to be crossed by this spur waich

extends southerly across tb.e nain line tracks of the Cenﬁml
Pacific Reilwsy. 411 of the streets are open over tho main
1ine of the Western Pacific Railroad Company.

The portion of Oakland lying between 234 Avenune
and 54th Avenume is rapidly bveing given.over to indusfrial
purposes. <This industrial growth will almost certsinly con-
tinue in the future, wntil the entire district, including the
portion now given ov"er t0 residences, will be devoted to
industrial plants. During such growth 1t is trwe that the
reaidence pr&perty will depreciate in value as residénce VLO= -

porty, dbut will lator be enhanced in value as industrial pro-




perty, as some very high types of factory bduildings are plannéd

for imms-diate exection.

Objection by the proyerty owners of the Melrose
Station Tract is based on many roasons, some of which lie
outside the province of this Commission and sould have beoen,
and probadly were, considered by the odkland-éity Council
st the timo L passed its resolution granting permissioﬁ for
the construction of the spur. mhg Commission d&ea not feel
that this spur track will interfere seriously, if at all, with
the operation of suburban electric trains through Melrose, as
the Southern Pacific Company has, or can construct, aﬁple
facilities for handling this industrial trafiic..

The Commisxfon feels that the spur track should
have been located close to the Western Ea.cific right of way,
from S0th Avemis to Vine Street, but has been"ﬁurnishpd with
information which leads it to believe that it was impossible
to obtain right of way for such location and that the right of
way secured 1s the best that can be obf@inad at this time.

It 18 true that the existernce of this spur track
will incresse the hazard to school children and otkers o
will be forced to cross the track. Eéwever, the nnﬁbér of
traive a day will be fow, the speed slow, and all street
crossings will have standard signs werning the public of

© danger. The oxly increage in hazard offered by this gpur
track 13 the additionel care required on the part of the
puﬁlic in watching for cars on two tracks instead of one; as
this same traffic would have to move over these same 3treets
if the industries were served by the Western Pacifi@,

Protestants ¢laim that the induatries ¢concorned
could be better sexved by a spyur track from the main line
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of the Central ?acizic.'whichvwould 00t @ross any streets

or avenues. Sueck a syur, however, would cross thﬁ main line
of tho Western Pacific Railroad Company, wbich.would require
the installation of an intexlocking plant. The nain dbjection
%0 such & spur would be the necessity of switching by the
Southern Eacific engines back and forth through this inter-
locker over +the main line of the Western Pacific, on account
of lack of room botwoen the WWestern Pacific and the Pederal

' Wool Menufacturing Company’s plant.

Tre Commigsion feeols that, while aome res&dence
property owners will suffer loss, dmo to ths construction of
this spur, and that the street crossings will create additional
bozards, these matters must de wéiéhéd agginst the common good,
the good of the public at large, and the growthjof the City of
OaXland. It 1s well known that the City hasimade many eﬁdoavors
to bring in new industries. Iz tnis caae, the commission bo- h
lloves that the duilding of tThese industries, tho growth of the
city, otc., will more than compensate for any loss or hazard
thgt‘might be caused by the construction of this spur. In
the industrial growth and development of a city thors always
inevitably comes some psriod in a certaln section‘o% secﬁions
where individusl residence propertfﬁwill.sufiqr'déégge and this
is uwnavoldadle 1f a city is to expand inaustrially,* It is
hoped that the location of the spﬁi cax be improvod or éhanged

at some future time.

DIRECTOR GEZNERAL OF RAILROADS, sovmz.w PACTRIC
RATLROAD, having onm December. 27, 1919, applied %o the




[
"
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Commission for an order authorizing the construction of a

spur track at grade across 47th, 48th, 49th, 50th, 524,

534 Avenues axd Vine Streot, in the City of OsXland, County

of Alsmeds, State 02 California, as herainafter.ind;cated:

8 public hearing having beon held and the chmiséion being

fully epprised in the premises and of tho opinion that the

aprlication should be gramted subject to certain conditions;
IT IS EERESY ORDERED, That the DIRECTOR GEYERED QF

RAILROADS, SOUTEERN RACIFIC RAILROAD, be and he is hereby

aathorized to comstruct s gpur tr&ck at grade across 47th,

48th, 49th, 50th, 524, 534 Avenues and Vine Streat and‘in

and along Rast 10th Street, in the City of Oékland Comaty of

Alaneéa, State of Califbrnia, a3 shown on the map attached to

the appl;cation' sald crossings to be conmstructed subject to

the following conditions, and not otherwise:

(1) The entire expense of constructing the cross-

ings shalllbe borne by the applicant, subjoct to suck agrocuent

a8 ne ma# have'with the indvetries to begservéd.

(2) The entire expense of ms.intai.ning fhe eroe ingol
in good and first~class conditicn for the safe and convenienf
‘uee of the public, shdll be borme by the applicant.

(3) Said crossings shall be constructed of & width

" and type-of construction to conform to those portions of the
| gvonues and strests to be crossed now gradod, with grades
oL spproack not oxceeding Lour €4ﬁ per cent: shall be Pro=
toctod by suitable crossing signs, and shall in overy way be
wmade safe for the passage thereover of vehicle° anﬁ other

roed traffic.




(4) A1l trains shall cross the streets from 50tk
to 54tk Avenuos at & sSpeed not exceeding twelve (12) miles
per hour. ‘ - .
(5) The Commission reserves the right to mslke
sueh further orders relastive to, the location construction,
operation, maintenance and protection of said ¢crossings as -
to it mey seem right axnd proper, and to revoke its permisel on
£, in its Jjudement, the public convenioence and necessity

demand such action.

The fLorogoing Opinion and Oxrdexr are hereby
approved and ordered filed az the Opinion and Order of the
Pailroad Commission of the State of California.

~
| . %
Deted at San Frapcisco, Californis, this /7 <

day of Janwary, 1920.

0) A — a0k me
Co&i&siomra.




