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BEFOBE ~ RA.ILRO.AJ) CO&ISSIO:r; OF mE STA~ OF CAIJ:FO:aNll 

In the matter of ap~11eat10n of ) 
D:aec~OR GENERAL OF RAILROA.DS. } 
SOUTEEAN PACIFIC RAILROAD, for } 
an order authorizing the construc- ,) 
tion of spur track at grade acrose ) Application ~o. 52l3. 
47th, 48th, 49th, 50th, 52d and 5~d ) 
Avenues and Vine Street, in the ) 
City of Oakland, County of .lls.meda, } 
State of California. ) 

j 

Frank :B. Austin for 'O'n1 ted Sta.tes Re.ilroad 
Administration-Southarn Pa.cific CompallY. 

A. J. Treat for Federal Wool Manufa.oturing 
Co~any. 

Louis S. Wetmore for Libby. McNeill and' 
Libby. 

Charles L. Brown for protesting property 
'owners of Melross Sta.tion ~raot. 

OPINION -- ... ~ .... ---
In this app11catton the Director General of Railroads, 

Southern Pacific' Railroad, sesks permisS10n to construot a. spur 

track a.t ~ade acrose 47th, 48th, 49t];, 50th, 52d, 5Zd Avell':les 

s.:c.d Vine street, 1n the City of Oakla.:cd, Alameda. County, 

es.li!Ornia.., :Reso lut10n No. 19537, new Series, 'passed by the 

Oakland City CounCil,. grants permission for tho eonstruet1on 

of this spur as app11ed for. 

At the request of :property owners residing 1n the 

Melrose Sta.tion Traot" a. publie hea.r1ng wa.s l:ald on JFJ/J:CJJ:ry 9, 

1920, at Sa.n:Frane1sco. 
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!rhe epur traok oovered by this applica.tion starts 

in the railroa.d' yard nea.r Melrose Sta.tioZ2., swings to the 

right and·rane. nearly pa.ranel with a.nd about th1rty or forty 

~eet distant from tho ma1n line of the Western ~ac1f1c Railroad 

from 48th Avenue to SOt:b. Avenue.. At :SOth Avonue the s:pur rtms 

in and along. East 10th Street for about a block and a hAl~ 

and then meanders by ~ narrow :priva.te right of wa.y into the 

la.rge acrea.ge between 48th and 50th Ave~es, where the plsnta 

of the Federal. Wool Manufa.cturing Company' and. o~ Libby ~ 

McNeill and Libby aroto be loca.ted .. 

~he blocks of ls.nd between East 10th snd East 12th 

Streets~ tr~47th Avenue to 50th Avenue, are vacant, excopt 

.. 

for one fs.cto%7 plant on Ea.et 12th Street. The rema.1ll1.ng por-

tion of the district 'traversed by the spur is rather thickly 

built-up with small residences. The streets in this section, 

w1th the exception of 48th and 49th Avenues, have recentl1 been 

1m~roved with macadam pa.vements, concrete gutters and Sidewalks. . . 
50th. Avenue is th& only street to be crossed by this spur ~1~ 

extends southerly a.crOse the main line tracks o~ the Central 

Pacific Railway. All of th6 streets are o~en over tho main 

line of the western Pacific ~11road Compa~. 

The portion of Oa.kland ly1118 between 23d .. A,venue 

e.:o.d 54th Avenue is re.p1dly being . given .over to induatr1aJ. 

purposes. Zb.18 industr1al. growth will almost eerts.1nlY eon-

tinue in the future. until the entire district. including the 

port10n now given over to residences.~ will be devoted to 

industrial. pla.nts .. · During such growth it 1e tne tbJl.t the 

residence propert,y will depreciate in value as residence pro

pel"~. but will later be e:lb.s.need. in value e.s indus~r1a.l pro-
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. pert~, as some very high types of factory buildings are, ~lanned 
for im:a:e-·d1s.te erection. 

Objection by the proparty owners of the Melrose 

Station Tract is ba.sed on many reasons, some of which 11,8 

outside the :proVince of this Commis::sion and ec..ould have been, 

and probably were, considered by the O~land ·~ity Council 

at the t1m0 it pa.ssed its resolution granting permission for 

the construction of the spur. The Commission does not feel 

~hs.t this spur track willinter:f.ere seriously, 1:! at all, With 

the operation of suburban electri0 trains through Melrose, as 

the Southern ~acific Company has, or can construot, ample 

faoilities for handling this industria.l traft10 •. 

The COmmissi on teals. ths. t the spur track should· 

~ve been located elose to the western ,Pacific r1ght,ot.w~, 

from 50th Avenue to Vine. Street, but has been furnished With 

in:rormat10nwh1ch lea.ds it to believe ·,tho..t it .was 1mpos:s1ble 

to obta.in right ot wa:g foX' suoh location a.nd. that the r1gllt of 
way secured is the best tha.t can be obtatnad at this time. 

. , 

It is trtz.e the. t the existeLee of tb.1s spur track. 

will inorease the hazard to school children and. o~,re vb. 0 

will be ~oroed to cross t~ tr~ck. Rowover. the number of 

'traiXlS a. day will be few, the speed slow., and all street 

crossings will have standard signs warning the public o~ 

. danger. ~e only increase in hazard offered b:v tb.1s epur 

traek is the additional care reqUired on the part of the 

public 1:0. 'Watching for eArs on two traoks instead of one. as 

this same tr~!1c would he,veto, move WeI' these same streets . , 

if the industriee were served by the Western P~ci:fic! 

Protestants cla1m that the industries coneorned 
could be better served by So spur track from' the mun line 
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~f the :entral Paci~1c. which would not oross any streets 

or a:vonues. SUch 8. sp-cr. however, would. cross the ms.1.n line 

of the Western ?a.oif10 Railroa.d Comp~, which would. reqg.1re 

the installation, o~ an interlocking :plant.. The main 0"0 jeet1o:c. 

to such a spur would be the necessity of switching by the 

Southern ~ac1~ie engines back and forth through this inter-

locker over the mainline of the ~ester.n Pacific. on account . 
of lack ot room between the Western Pac1~ic ana the FederSl 

Wool ManufacturingCompany f s plant. 

T4G Commission feels that, while some residence. 

property. owners will suffer loss, duo to t:b.a construction o~ 

this spur, and. tha.t the: street crossings will create additional 

hazards, these matters must be weighod aga~nst the common good, 

the go()d of the public at large, and ·the growth of the City ot 
,. 

Oakla.nd. It is well known that the City ha.emade ~ endeavors 

to bring in new in~us~ries. In tAis case. the COmmission be-

110ves that the ~'1l11ding ot these 1nd:o.stries; the growth of the 

city. etc., will mO%'$ than compensate for any 106S or hazard 
, 

that m1gh~ be caused by the oonstruction of this;s~ur.In 
, 

the industria.l growth and develoj;lment of a. city thora s.lwa.:?S .' 
1nevita.bJ.lr comes some :t:e.riod in a: eerta1:? soCt10ll. or sectiOns) 

.\ ' ,,"" 

where ind.1vidualres·1dence :p:ro~ rtyw11l suff~r de.c...:;.ge and this 
. . ' 

is '\lllS.vo1dacle if a. oit:y is to· ex:£:)8.nd industrially •.. It is -. 
.1 

hopea. ·that the loca.tion 0'£ the spur can- 'be improvod. or ehs.nged 

at some future timo. 

OR:D:E:R .... -_ .... -

.', 
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DIIreCTOP.. GZNERAL ,OF RULROADS. $OU~ ~ .. 4,;CD'IC 
• ,:,U\,. 
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Comm1ssio:c. for a.n order a.uthorizing the construction of a 

spur track at grad& across 47th, 48th~ 49th~ 50th, 52d., ' 
53d Avenues aDd Vine Streot. in the City of Oakland, County 

of,Alsmeda., state o~ Callfor:c.1a.. as hereinafter indicated.; 

So pub11 c hearing ha.V1:c.e; been held and. the Commission be 1ng 

fully ap:prised in the premises a:cd o:f the opinion that tile, 

s.~:pl1cat10n should be gran t~d $ubj act to cert~n cond1'tio:Q$; 

I~ IS :E:EAEBY ORDERED, ~ t the DIRE:C~OR G:EZER.AL OF 

~OADS. SOU~ l>ACIPIC !U.Ix,;aOAI>, be and he is hereb,. 

~thor1zed to construct s. spur tra.ck at grade acrOBS 47th, 

48th, 49th. SOth, 52d, 5~d Avenues'~d Vine street and in 

and slong East 10th Street; in the City c.! Oakland~ Count,. of 

Alameda, s-tate of California,. as shown on the l:lB.p attached. to 

the app1J.ce.t1on; said crossings to be'constra.eted subject to 

the folloWiDg,oo:ad1t1ons, and not otherwise: 

(1) ~e entire expense of const~ct1ng the cross-

ings shall,be borne b~ the applicant, subject to ~ch agreement 

as :a.e may have with the ind:ostries to be served. 

(2) 1!he entire, expenee of' ma.1nta1. n1:ng the ¢rogsing~ 

in good and first-class condition~ for the safe aDd convenient 
use of the pub11 c. shsll be borne by the apPlicant':~"'" 

(~) Said crossings, shall be constructed of a wid~ 

and tne' of construction to co'ni'orm to those portions of' the 

avenues and streets to, be croseed,now gradod, with grades 
ot approach not exoeeding four (41! per ~ent; sha.l.l be pro-

tected. by suita.b1e orossing signs, and. sha.ll in eV'JrY' way 'be 

mad.e safe for the passage thereover of vehicles and other 

road trs.ff1c. 
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(4) All trains shall cross the streets :rrom 50th 
to 54th Ave:c:a.os at.a. speed not exceeding twelve (12) miles 

per hour. 
(5) ~he Commission reserves the right to make 

such further ord.ers relative to, the location. oonstruction. 
operation. maintenance and protoction of said crossings as . 

to 1"t may seem right a:a.d proper. and to revoke its pe:r:misst on 

if. in its judgment .. the !lub11c convenience and necessity 

demand suQh action. 

The forego1ng Opinion and Order are herab:sr 

approved and ordered filed as the Opin1on and Order of the 

Railroad Commission of the S~te of California. , 
Dated a.t San l,ranciseo. Ca11fornia. this ! 7 ~. 

da.y of J'an uary. 1920. 

.~ .. ~ .,." .. 

. ; . .• i;.."";" 


