
Decision No. .z.();,.---...,t7 __ -

:BEFORE mE :RA.ILROAD COMMISSION OF ~EE S~~ OF C'ALDOmttA 

-._ ... _-,.----

In -;he M8.tter o:r t:ae Application ot 

F. s. :ta"oadie. for permission to in-

crease water rate.s &t Camptonville. 

App11ea.t10n ~o.436& 

F. S. Le.be.d.ie in propria. porsons.. 

Richard Belohor ~o:r: Consumers. 

BY ~ COMMISSION. 

OPINION' 
---~----

.f 

Applicant in the a.bove entitle.d ms.ttor is tho owner of So. 

p~blic utility water s18tem and is engaged in the business of 

selling and d1etribut1ng W&t&:r: ~or domestic and irrigation pur-

poses in Campto~lle~ Ynba County~ Ca11torn1a • 

.A. :publ:tc het1ring wae held 1%l. tlns ma.t.ter at which a;p;p11c.s.nt 

testi:ried that the preeent rates are not eu:rf1eie:r:.t to meet tho' 

operating ex:Pendi tares and. proVide Il res.e ona.ble interest on de 
inveatment~ &lld requests th:&t a 20 per oent. iner&ase be granted. 

~e rates at present in effeet are as follows: 
" 

To e.onsilmers who di.p wa.ter from the flume ~ 
~o eoneumars who have w&ter piped to 

their premises~ ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Meek Mar~tile C~pany~ ••••••••••••••••• 
Pauley :Brothers (stable),. ••••••••••• ' ••••• 
Pete Peterson, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.50 " '" 
2...50 " " 
1.50" " 
l.25" " 

~e reservoir which 8uppliee water for this ut~t~. and 
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the ditch lea~g to'it trom Cempbell's' Gulch, were constructed 

in a.bout 185S and. the water we..e used to opera-te a mill. Later a. 

pipe line was installed through the town of Camptonville ~or the 

purpose of ~Bbing w&t&r ~or domestic and irrigatio~ use, snd 

the system as & whole has. since been opera.ted as a. publ1c utility_ 

T'.c.e c ac.eumers under this system ='iled. fo%'Xll8l proteat ags.i:o.et 

:ps~ 8:r:J' ~gher ra.tes 9 it being alleged by them th.a.t the water 

is unzit for domestic use; that the supply is 1nade~te, and 
tha.t the system is in 8. eond1.tion of disrepair and 1n need' of, im-

provements. 

A'ta~pear3 that the m&tter o~ the sanitary cond1tio.ns ex1et-

1ng under this system was made a m&~ter for inveetiga.tion by the 

State :Soard of Hell.lth s.nd that So report ha.e been filed by them 

setting out roeommendations that appear to be just and reaeonab1e 

to both,the eonsumers and the utility. 
" 

bl estimate of the original cost of the system was submitted 

by Mr. Vim .. S~v.s., one of the COmmie'sions Hydraulic Engineers,. ~f 

$Z~218:, @d an almual repla.eement fUnd of $36. It was testified 

at the iles.r1ng tha.t the purc'hO-sa price of the system was '$1300. 

?eeently s. n~ a-inch flume, ~e installed at a,cost of,¢400. 

At present the Co:npany has on :b.and 2200' of 4"' :redwood pipe ~ and 
. . 

the 1nstalls.tion of thie, together with e.dditiolUl.l ee:-v1ccs. vdll 

cost .e.pproxiI:lS.tely ~400. Xh'lls the es;t1me..te-d ,total 1nves:tment 

will amount to $3,,100 .• 

Basing hie estimate of the probable annual ~tenanee and 

operation expen8~8 of this 8yst~ on a comparison with similar 

srete:~, Mr. Stava submits the following: 

SUperintendence •••••••••••••••••••• $360 
Eepe.1rs. • • ' • • ' .......................... lOO, 
General Expense ........ ~ ................ - ... 100 

. ~ota.J. ............ $560, 

a:c.d the tota.l a.xmu.a.l chQ.rges :properly- ehsrgeab'le a.ga.inst the con-

sumers are estimated 8.8 follows:: 
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Interest on$ZlOO at 8% •••••••••••• ~ 248 
Opersting :.:xponeo .................... 560 
Replacomont Ftmd at 6% ................. 36 

~otal .•• w ••••••• $~ 

The eVidence shows that a:p:plicant hes $ yearly income of 

$734. from the following sourcos: 

Domestic water ueo ••••••••••••••••• $ 564 
Irrigation water uee................. 30 
A~p11c~t's w$tor use ............... 121 

With the extension of the now pipe line. the income will 
be increasod by at le$st $65 ~or month by furnishing service through 

pipes to eons~ers who now dip water from the flume. 
It was also shown that thoro 1$ a dc~d for 46 inches ad-

ditional water fer irr1g&t1on ~urposes for a period of about five 
months of ea.ch '3ofJ.r.. It a.:ppoe.rs that the water is ava.ila.ble nnd that 
applicantTs income could be materielly increasod by these sales. 

It is apparent. upon tho shOWing made. that no increase in 

the pro.zont rat.o$ is justified. and tha.t the fJ.J?pl~c$.t1on shotlld be 
deniod; but it fUrther cpposrs th~t the prosent form of rate 13 un-

satizfactory. Tho schedule e~tsb11shed in the follovdng ardor ch~ges 

the rc.te :from eo weekly ba.sis tel a. monthly basis ~d is d.esign9d to 

produQo tho samo income now 'being reoeivoa by ~~plio~t. 
It is shown b:r tho ovido:c.co S'llom1"cted that co.nzumorsT con-

tontio~ in regard to tho ~al1ty of the w~tGr turn1shed. the condition 
of the systOQ. and the inadoquacy ot the sup~ly has merit. The Sta.to 

Board of Health hss made its reoommendations in rel~t1on to methods of 

removing the c~ee of tho poor ~al1ty of the w~tor. ~d we cannot 
urge too strongly that a:pplic~t :procood. with diligenco in th0' ma.:cnor 

outline~ by the Ststo 30ard of Hoalth 1n its recommendations. 

OR:D:ER -- ...... --

F. S. UE.ADr.!: h~ving a)tplied. fer authori t'3 to increaso t1le 

rfJ.tes ch3rgod tor domestic and irrigation water su~pliod. by a ~ub­

lio utility water system ownod and oporated by htm to consttmors at 

-3-
, .... "'....,. ~ 'I 

oJ,:. ~.~! ""'; 



Ce.:n:9tonrtlle. Yuba. County, ~nd 0. pU'olic hoaring having been held. 

and the COmmission being tnlly apprised 1n the ~remi3es. 
IT IS ~BY FO'OlID AS A ]11..CT, that the evidence. submitted. 

doos not justifY an increaso of rates. 

J:.:Ad. bo.sine its ordor u!:lon ~o foregoing finding of fact 

and. upon tho othor statoments of fact conta~ed in tho opinion which 

:9rec,edes this 0 relor , 
IT IS ~~ ORDE.~ that the applioation of ~. s. ~bo.d.io 

for authority to increase rates be. and. tho same is horob~ denied. 

IT IS iURTEZR O?~ERED that· the following schedule of rates, 
being a. change from the weekly basis to c monthly "oasis and designed 

to produce t:a.e scme income e.s now beil'Jg received. by a:pplicant. be md 

the same is hereby est~blished; said schedUle to be placed on file 

With tho Railroad Commission witbin twenty (20) days of the date of 

this ordor :;:.nd. to "00 l'laeed in effect on and. after March 1, 1920: 

To conznmers who dip water from the . 
flumo •...••.•.•..•••..••...•.••••••••••• $l.lO ~or month. 

To consumers \vho have wster pipod to 
their premises •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2.20 

Sehool .••.•••.•.•••••••••• ~ ••••••••••• l.50 

Mook Merc~tilo Co~sny •••••••.••••••• ll.OO 
J?auJ.oy Brothers (Sto.ble) •••••••••••••• 6.00 

n n 

n 

" 

Hotol •••••••••....•••••••••••••••••••• 8.00" ~ 

All irrig~t1on. for ~ season ot six months tor 1000 e~tt. 

Or less: 50 cents ~cr month; for e~ch ad.ditional 1000 s~.ft. or frac-

tion thereof. 25 cents per month. ...... 
_t.t.{ 

Datod at San ?t"aneisco. Co..lifornitl., "~hie _....;0;;;,,1 ___ de,. ot 

3'ebrue.ry. 1920. 

, ......,.., ;) . , 
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