
Decision .No.Z~9' z. 

I~ the Matter of tAe ~p11eation of · · · · Tllo Vacaville Water Wld Light Com.pany 
req~esting the·Railroad CommissioQ of 
t~e State of Cali!oraia to fix a Reason-
ablo P..e.te for which water mEJ.y be sold 

· · · · APplication No.396l. 

in the territory. embr~eing the Towa 
of Vecav11lo and vicinity. -

· · · · · · 
w. Z. McBride, for AP~11~nt. 

o. E. Merchaa t acd G. .A.. .l.raold.. 
for Board of ~rustees of Vacavillo. 

In this metter Vacaville Weter and Light Company has 

filed a ~et1t1oa for rehearing and'cake for ~ mo~ficatio~ of this 
Co~ssioaTs Docision No. 62S8~ issued April 25~ 19l9. ia the abov~ 
.' 

entitled metter. which decision ostablished a sc.hedtr.J.e ot metered 

and !let rates 'to be ~rgod for water servod to coasu~ere in Vaca-

Ville 8Jld. vicia1tY'_ 

~4e pet1 t10tI for rehear1ae alleges ia effect that the . 
result of putting into force the sChedulo of r~te3 aC ordered by 

said Deeicion·No. &288 would hav~ a tecdeacy to cause $11 consumers 

to s.ppl:r for m.etereo. service, whieh in t~rn V10llld :,oquir" the 1~ 

stallat10a of so~e 293 meters w~ich the Compnny is fiaaac1dlly 

naable to do at the ~re3Gnt time. 

A ~b11c hearing was held. in this matter ~Qd w. z. 
McBride~ in testifying for appl1eaat~ ~t~ted tAa~ he wonld Withdraw 
the suggested mod1f1ed sChednle vf rates as set out itt the ~et1t1¢n 
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for rehoari~g. a~d asks that an adjuet~&Qt of r~tos ~ cade by the 

COmm.18510%1. 

A field 1nvestigation of tho utility was ~do byE.~ Noblo, 

aad tho book aoeouDts Vlore examined. ~e record.s,. however. were. 

fo~d to be 1nco~lote ~ad inaccurate. It was ~oss1bl& to teO-

~te tAo metered. w4ter- use for ~y oae year. ~no to the fact that 

meters are aot re~d aad the quantity of w~ter recorded. 1t ap~osrs 

tha. t the grea tor part of the yea:r the con sur:te:r:a are billed for 800 
cubic feet or loss ~t the $1.50 mia~ moathly charge. ~us 

applicant has no doubt lost revenne which tho rates in effeot 
:tight otherwise yield. 

~e MC1atenaaee and O~oretion expenso ~s sot out by this 

compaay in its ~nnu~ reports for 1918 is icaccurate 10 that cor-
tain items properlyehargoable to capital accou~t and. ronew~ls havo 

been included ther~in. It w~s impossible to sogregate tho lebo%' 
items so m1 seha.rge d. 

Based on the ·corrected 'book accounts a..ad a. compar1eon with 

the operatio.a of similAr utilities, it is estimated thA~ the follow-
ing is ~ roa30cable allowaDCO to 00 inel~ded in the ann~sl cDArges 

of this coa~aDY for ma1nteaaace ~.ad operation expense: 

Sslary of Me..ao.ger ••••••••••••••••••• $ 
SaJ.a;.ry 0;[ Bookkee;per ••••••••••••••••• 

Labor reading meters,. e~re of ,umps 
a.nd genera.l repair work .......... . 

Bleotr1e ~ov/er,. :pllmpi.ag .............. . 

General offiee expe.ase. 1Danraace, 
l'ump repairs,. ge.ra.ge. ete ............ . 
~axes ••••••••••••• _ •• _ •••••••••••••• 

900 

537 

755 

1100 

845 

SOO 
Office Eeat ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ____ 90 __ 

Estimated total tor year 1919------$4727 

." .... 



As the VacaVillo W~ter end Light Comp~y o~eratea both an 

electric and w~t~r utility. the sslsries rece1vGd by the macagor 

e.1ld. bookkeeper are charged. half to each service. 
Correct1.tlg tho COl:m2.1ssioa ',s preVious ostitl!t.te ~$ to tho 

u:de~reciated co~t of thie :pro~orty. in eccordaneo with the ad-

<11 tioas. installed zin'cc, i~s: pro)?nrp.:tion..;. .. the 00=.13310a t s 

~S1neer submitted. the total of $30 7 320.00 as th~ ~d.e~reciated 

cost as of A"-8''O.st 1919. acd ~524.12 as the 6% siak1ng fund. aan'O.1~. 

A summary of tho ~annal charges follows: 

Return on $30.,320 at 8% .................. $ 2,.900 

~eprecietion ~au1t.1~ 6% Sinking 
Fucd Basi s ............... ., ........... '. •• \ 524 

Maintenance sad ~eratioa Expenscs ••••• ~. 4~727 

~otal Aanu~l Charges -----------$S,l57 

Revenuo received. 1918 ....... ~ .....•...•. 7.607 

It is a~parent that the rate sChed.ule ~t present in et~ect 

will not prod~ce a sufficient r~veaue to roturn the abovo estimated 

anaual chargee. Furthermoro. it a~~ear$ from ~ study o! the motore~ 

wa.ter use subseqtto.at to' the date of l)oeisioa: No. 6288, tha.t So more 

equitable"distribution of the Charges cP~ be effeetod by adjust1Dg 

this. rate schedule. 

Rowever~ ettentio~ is celled to the fact that it is im-. 
~ossible to com~ute a rate under a flat rate method of de11ver.y by 

which the chargee can be equitabl~ diatr1butod among the ver10U3 

co asn:ters. The bea.eti ts. obte.:1.nill e from. a. m&terGd. ~'Y$teItl. are a eoa-

serv~tion of the supp17, an equitable distribution of th& charges aad 
a saViag in operation e~ecses, llotsb17 p~piQS costs. A fully 

motered eystG~. 1a this i.astance, would coatribute to eff1c!eney of 

o~~rat1oa, ~d it 15 recommended thateome ~~1l be Adopted ~or the 
gra.dt2.a.l metoring of the 0 ntire eye. tom. 
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U~on eocs1der~t1on of all the evidence ~~d facte set fo~h 

in this op1n1on~ the rates in tho original order hereia will be 

mo~1fied and revised as eet out in the following order: 

VACAVr:L]..;E. WATZR A1ID L!CHT CCY~ANY having made a:pplic~t1o.t: 

for Do mod1f1ee.tion of the rates. aot forth in Decisioa :No. 6288 o'f 

this Comm1ssioc~ a ~ublic he4ring h~ving been held ~ereon and the 
Co~~ssi~,being fully apprised ia the prernisae~ 

It is ~ereby ~ound as a fact thet ~ modit1catioQ of tho 
rates complained of is just1fie~ by conditions a~d that the ratG& 
hereinafter established erc j~st and reasoQuble rato~ ~o be ~ged 

'by Vacaville We-ter and Light COl:t!'e.ny for sonic9 to 1t~ cot:;eumers, 
Aad basing its ordar upon the fo~egoiag finding of fact 

s.ad upon the further statemonts of fD-et eO,ntai.aed in t:o.o opinion' 

which precedes this order,. 

IT IS EEREEY O?J)z..~ that VacaVille Water D..a:d Light Co~ny 

'be ~ad it is hereby autho~1zod to file ~~th the RailrDad CO~3a1on 

within twenty (20) ~ys from. tho d.E-to of this order,. e.nd thereafter 

cr.arge tho following rewa for water cerved to the 1nhD.'b1ta.ats o~ 
Vacaville and vieinit7: 

FLAT RATES: Per Month 
1. Residoac&,. 5 rocms or 1&08,. including toi1ot 

and be~ ••••••• _- •••• _- •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ l.OO 

2. Roc1donee,. ov~r 5 rooms. 1a¢1~d1ag tOilet end 
bs. th ..• * .................. ,. ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ., •• • ' ... ~ •••• 

3. For each edd1t1oDel priv~to toilet or batn •••••••••• 

4. Irrigation of ~wns,. shru'bbe~~ treos. sard0~s etc •• 
paye.ble aver7 mODth 1n ~c year. ~or $qtt~e ~ard •••••••••••• 

5. Laundries,. Crec.mor1os .tl::d bottling works' •• $2.00 to 
6. ~oo:rsllo;ps,. 'for single ~.:x.ir ...................... . 

.!l'or Gach sdc.1 t10nal cha.1r .......... ~ .................... . 

1.50 

,o.oo.z, 
5.00 
1.2S 
0.25 

'):~:~ .. ~ .... ~., 



Per Month 

7. For oao ~~blie bathtub ic hotels, loding 
houses., barber shops or bathing ec.te.'blishme.cts. ............ $ 1.2$ 

For each a.dditioaal otJ.'thtu't>......... .............. ........... .35 

8 .. Sto.ro~ :lI1 d Shops not o'therwi$o spec1:t"ied 
according to uso of water, ........................... $l.OO to S.OC . 

9. Re$~uraats a~ ~ub11e aia1ag rooms .......... $.2.00 to 4.00 

10. Po.blie Gtl.ragee ... 6 or less .............................. 2.5:), 
For eaCh additional ~ch1ao ................ _ •• _.... 0.50 

ll. Livery s~bles tJ.Qd feed yards, pcr average ~~bor 
o~ stock fed~ eaCh ........................................... 0.25 

~aa1mum payment ..................................... 2.00 
12. Additional for ~rivate ~~ras ia connection with 

res1dencos. s'to%'ee or shops. aot more th~ 2 horses or 
cows ••• _ •••••••••••••••• ~ .......................... ". _. • • • .. ••• 0.,50 

For ea~ ~dditionsl horse or cow .................... 0.20 

13. City of Vacaville,. for 33 fire hydrants &lready 
1n~tellod •••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••• _ ••••••••• 75.00 

For oaCh additional h~draat 1aztallod ••••••••••••• 

14. Building Work:-
For :!lortar to dem:9o.!l brick, per lOOO brick •••••••• 0.35 
For cement work. eaCh b~Gl •••••••••••••••••••••• 0.15 

l5. ~E)ters mA7 "00 i11$~led at the reqtt&s,t of ~:r 
consumer or at the option o'! the utility. 

1&. Water for all ~ur:pose$ not herein specifiod to "00 
charged. at the- mettlrod rate. 

1. Monthly l:IZ1ai~um J?aj"Iltetl-ts for Metered Service: 

For 3/4 inCh or 5/S iach motera •••••••••••••••• $ 1.35 

For 1 

For 1t 
For 2. 

" 
" 
" 

meter,............................ l.75 

" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

600 ~bic feot or l083 •••••••••••••••••••••••• $ 1.35 

Betweon GOO a.a~ 3000 cu. ft. ;er 100 cu. ~~.... 0.20 

:Setwe&.!l 3000 tl.ad 5000 cu..ft •• !,cr 100 eu.ft..... 0.16 

0~~1Jjt: .. ~ 
.-...J , ..... 



2. Monthly Qnatttitr ?~teB (CoatTd) 

Over SOCO cubic ~eet. per lOO cu.ft •••••••••••••• ; 0.12 ' 

, City of Va.ea.V111e. atreet ZJtr1z::kling" ;per 
100, cu. ft. -.................................. 0.10 

£, . {tJ /e:". -, '" 
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ComW.s810.aers. 


