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In the ~atter of the Appl1oation of ) 
MAgg1e L. Nofziger to inorease water ) 
rates in Coachella. County of R1ver- ) 
~laOJ vijlIornla. ) App11oat1o'n No. 4872. 

) 

D. I. Notz1ger !or A~~11cant. 
Chas. B. Jones for Protestants. 

:BY ~RE CCUMISSION. 

OPINION -..-.-.-.----

l.!A.OOD: L. NOFZIGER, applioant herein. is engaged in the 

business of selling water for domestio purposes in the town of Coa-

ohella, Riverside County, Caljforn1a. and asks for authority to 

inorease rates. Applioant alleges that the present ratee w111 not 

produce su!t101ent revenue for operating expenses p depreoiat1on p and 

interest on the investment, and asks that a. rea.sonable ra.te be es-

tablished. 

~he rate schedule now in efie,ot is as follows: 

Y~n1mum per month, residenoes •••••••••••••••••••• $1.50 
" ft ft., business property, •••••••••••• 2.00 

For aoo cu. ft. or less •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1.25 
For use over 800 cu. ft. -- 12p per 100 cu. ft. 

~e Comm.1seion's engineers submitted an appraisal of this 

system whioh shows an estimated cost new of $8,692. and a replacement 

fW:Ld. computed by t~ Sinking tund method, o~ ~~l33. This appraisement 

was the only one subm1t~ed st the hearing. A~p11oant aoquired the sys-

tem from Holliday and Rook for $5000. and asks a return on this amount. 



Becords or the Company were examined b.r the Commiss1on' • 
.. 

Ez1g1neera. who re:port that theae recorda show an operat1xrg expense 

dur~ 1918 of $1.632.15, and a groBe operating reveDne of $1.277.76 • 

.App11cant ae.qu1:ret;. the 8~8tem in June, 1919. alld reports operating 

expellSe tor July and ~uguat. of ~l2. and a gross revenue o~ $244. 

Theae charges for ma1ntenance and operation expense include the ex-

pense of applicant, who %'aeldes ill Glendale, of traveling to and from 

Coachella, where she spenda thre. or four daye eaoh month malt1Zlg col. 

lectiollS and superv1sing rep&1rs. For. this aervice a charge :for eal-

&r7 of' $75 per month 18 made. The enden04 showa that collection. 

could be made by the local representative on a 10 per cent. basiS, and 

that the charge %or BU~er1ntendenoe ot this character 18 excessive. 

After ca:re:ruJ.ly oons.i«8r1ng th •• ~dence regarding the.ee 
oper&t1ng expenaea and other elementa of ~ to be anDDal~ produced 

'by rates" it appears that the ::rollow1Dg U'e re.asona.ble: 

Operating EXpenae, •.•••••••••••• 
Replacement Fund, ••••••••••••••• 
Return on $6000 &t 8% ••••••••••• 

~otal ••••••••••••• 

$1,393 
133 
400 

,1,926 

!he rates which are aatAb11ehe4 in the order fol101r1ng. are 

d.esigned to produce the above e.mO'Qllt. 

It appear. £rom the evidence that a material quantity of 

.. ter i8 waerted by consumers. rus is undoub·tecll7 due to the f'act 

that water i8 d.l1~red without measurement. This Commiss1on haa 

ata:ted m.a:ay times tba't in ~t8 op1n1on the faireat method of deliver .. 

1:ng waur 18 upon a measured bas1s. ~8 works for the conservation 

of the supplJ and a proper distribution of the cost-of .ervice among 

the c onsumera. We recommend that applicant inat1 tute a program of 
meter 1natall&t1on. 

ORDER .... - ..... _-
JUGGIE L. NOFZIGER having applied to this Comm:188ion for 
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authority to increase the ra.tea chal:'ged by her :for .... t.:r 111 the town 

of Coachella. Riversicle Ccnmty. C&l1:forn1a, and 8 public hearing haT-

1l'lg oeen held and the Commission being fUlly apprised in the premi .. 8" 

It is her.by ~ound as a ~act, that the rates now being 

chargecl tor water by lfaggie L. BO:fnger in Coachella, in 80 far aa 

they dirter from the rates herein eata.b11shed., are '\Uljuat &lld un-

reasonable, ana. that the rates herein established are Just and nas-

onable rate8 to oe charged by her for wa.ter. 

Jnd basing its order upon the foregoing finding of :rac~ and 

upon tbe further at&tements of :faet contained tn the op1n1on pre-

ceding this ord€!,r. 

~T IS 'HER"P!'BY ORDERED that Maggie L. !iofzlger be, and ahe 

1a h.reo7 authorized to file with this Commission within twent7 (20) 

days of the .date o'f thia orur. and therea:fter charge, the follow1llg 

rates: 

1tenement bUildings, lodging house or resicLenaea. 5 rooa 
or le88. one tOilet, one bath and water for irr1-
sating not to excess 3000 8q.ft. of lawn and garden, 

Each addit10nal roan, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
fl,.75 per Mo. 

.10" " 

.25" " 

.25 " " 
Each additional tOilet, bath or urinal, ••••••••••••• 
Horses or COWS, one, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ea4h ad41t1oaal horse or cow, ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Automobile, each, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small stores an~ shops, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Eotels. baae rate, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
For each room having running water or b&th, ••••••••• 
Jor all other rooms, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hotels with d1n1~g room 1n connection, an additional 

Charge ot, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Restaurants and eating houees, •••••••••••••••••••••• 
BuSiness blocks, not exceeding 5 of rices , ••••••••••• 
Each additional ottice, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Stores, warehouses, ecr.a.:!ect10na%'7 shops, halls, bil-

liard parlors, eta., •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Drug stores and bak8r1es, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Barber shope. one chair o~ •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Eaoh additional chair, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ehotograph galleries •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Laun~1e8 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Lumber yards and Standard 011 Company, •••••••••••••• 
Public garage ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Public water trougha. each, ••••••• ~ •••••• ~ •••••••••• 
St.am bo11era or gas engines, .ach per H.:f •••••••••• 
Soda fountatna, 1n addition to baae rates for 

stores, each, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
water for irrigat10n o~ lots at 1, per 100 8q.ft. of 

area •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Corrals and stoek ,ards, each, •••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Meter ratea: 

l[in1vram monthly charge, $1.00 ~or 500 au.ft. or lcs~ 
OYer 600 au.tt., 12, per 100 eu.ft. 

:oa.t.d at San Francisoo, cal1:torn1a, this __ /'.;:..-./_"-__ dal" of ..--
-...:~~&J,..,v.u~;;;';"";1~ ___ 9 1920. 
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