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In the Matter of the Appliceation of )
SONOMA VISTA WATER COMPANY for per-
migsion to increase its water rates. )

We I. Fitzgerald, for applicant.

Prank S. Sprague, for protestants,
BY THE COMMISSION.
OPINION

Sononme Viste Water Company, applicant herein, is
engeged in the dusiness of selling water for domestic purposes
in a territory known as Soroma Vista subdivision ncar Boyes
Springs, Sonome County, Californiae It ic alleged by applicant
that the income derived from its present retes is not sufficient
to return operating exponditure, replacements snd interest on
the investmenf; ond application is sccordingly made for an
increase In its present rates.

The rates in effect st the present time were. ectablisBed

Py this Commission in 1ts Declcsion No. 3905, In the mattexr of the

Application of the Sonome Vista Water Company for an order author-

izing uniform cherge. for water service (Applicetion No. 2439)

Tol. 12 page 19, Opinions and Orders of the Rallroad Commission
of the State of Californise.

" An Appraisal of thec property was made and submitted dy

1§ OOMIL30000°D enginesTs 11 Apulication Be. 2080, ehave sefessa:

to,showing an estimatoed reproductlion cost of $5,124 ror operaz}ve
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property and $1,354.00 for nom-operative property. Since that

appralsal was made, additions-an& beticrments have been installed
in the amount of $4,062.,00. Thesc itoms total $$10,530.00 and
subtracting therefrom the value of certain non=-operstive vroperty,
jucluding certein wells amd gas engine, the appralsed veluwo of
which ie $1,264.00 we £ind the estimated cost new: .- of the
plant to be $9,266.00 An annual replecoment fund in the amount
of $197.00 has been computed by the sinking fund method.’

The evidence shews that £$980.00 is a fair sum to bde
ineluded for operating expenses. The income for 1919 was $827.00,
which is $153.00 less than recsoneble operating expenses.

The Sonoms Viste Water Company serveé 8 summer resort
community znd the consumers, inm large part, maintain a residemce
there for o period of obout three months during the sumner season,
and throughout the yesr spend weok~onds at this resort. Because
of the wide varistion in the number of consumers and the fact that
the company must stand ready at all times to deliver watexr to
these consumers, it is very difficult to establish a rate gsched-
ale thet will distribute the expense of maintaining and operating
a system of this character equitably emong the consumers. Those
consumers who reside st Sozoma Viste only for e short time each
yesr have mainteined for tholr bYenefit a system of much lérgor
capacity than would be nocostsaxry to serve 1 population using &
like quantity of water delivered during twelve months rather than
during three months of the year, as at presente.

mhe ovidence Shows that that this project is operating
in connection with & real estate develoyment project and that
nost of the lots in this subdivision have beern sold, and probably
pany new consumers will be scquired by the company in the hear
Puture. 7aile the rate established In the following order will

not, at the present time, give a return on the investment, it 18

designed to produce operating expenses and depreciation with a
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emall interest return, it bveing apparent that the revenue will

be increased by the sdditlon of new consumers which the system
can handle in.its present condition and with 1ts present avail-

able water supply.

QRDER

Sonoms Viste Weter Company having applied to the
Réilroad Commission for an ordexr suthorizing it to increase its
water rates, and o public hearing have been held, and the
Commiscion being £ully apprised in the premises,

IT IS EEREBY FOUND AS 4 PACR, thet the rate: schedule
of Sonome Vista Water Compony heretofore in effect, in so far
as it differe from the rate schedule herein established, 18
wmjust and unremmnerative, and that the rate schedule herein
estadlished is fair, Just and ressomable,

And basing its order wupon the Loregoing f£inding of faet
and upon the other stateménts of fact set out in the opinion
preceding this order,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERZD, thet Sonmome Vista Water Compsny
be and 1t is hereby authorized and directed to f£ile with this
cOmmission‘wi%hin twenty days from the date of this oxder,
the following schedule of rates effective for all meter readings
subsequent to the date o this ordex, except that the annual
cherge shall be for each calender year, beglmming Jsmuary l1st,
1920,

Annval charge to be pald in sdvance,

which entitles consumer to 400 cu.ft.

POY MONLE o o o o o o o s o = o o o o o oo 312,00

For the next 1600 cu.ft., for each
100 cu.Lt. consumed ver month o « o o « « o «20

Tor all in excess of 2000 cu.ft., for
eack 100 cu.ft. consumed por month . . « 15
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Dated ¢t San PFrancisco, California, this 4?/”"aay
of February, 1920.

<£§3¥2~—~L C:Ez Cé:icagﬁg¢>¢f::“

Comnicsionerse .




