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In the Matter of the App11c:::. tion of 
SONOMA. VIS~A WA~E:R COHE'ANY for per-
~ission to increaSe 1ts water rates. 

) 
) Ap~11cat1on No. 4938 
) 

w. I. Fitzgerald. ~or applicent. 

Prank s. S~raguG, tor protestants. 

BY TEE COMMISSION. 

OPINION -------

Sonoma Vists Water Compnny~ applicnnt hcre1n~ 1s 

ense.ged in the business of selling water for a.omesti~ p'll.""':P.oses 

~ a territory known as Sonoma Vista subdivision ncar Boyes 

Springs~ Sonoms County? California. It is alleged by applicant 

that the income derived from its present rates 1s not suffioient 

to return operating expenditure~ replaoements and interest on 

the 1nvestcent, and applicat10n is acoordingly made for an 

inorease in its present rates. 

The ra.tes in effect at the present time were. Qstilbllshed 

by this Commission in its Decision No. 3905. In the matter o~ the 

Application of the Sonoma Vista Water Company for an order author-

izing uniform oharge· for water service (Applioation No. 2439) 

Vol. 12 page 19 7 Opinions und Orders of the Railroad Commission 

of the State o~ Ca11forni~. 

An A~praisal of the pro~ertywas made ana zuomitted b~ 
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property and $1,354.00 for non-operative property. Since that 

aplJ::a.isru. \"las I:l~de~ addi t10ns and. be'~~crments ho.ve 'been instt\.lled 

in the amo't.mt o:t $4,062.00. These itcr.o.s total ~~10,530.00 end. 

subtracting therefrom the v~lue of certa1%:. non-operst,ive ~rolJerty. 

including certe.ill wells and. gas engine, the a:ppraisea valuo of 

which is $1,264.00 we find the estimated. cost neW'" .. ~", of the 

plant to be $9,266.00 An annual replacoment fund in the amount 

ot $197.00 has been computoa by the sinking tund. method •. 

~he ev1~.ence :;:'hO\1S thnt ~~980.00 is So :f'a.ir sum to be 

inolud.ed for ope~ating expenses. The income for 1919 was $827.00. 

which is $l53.00 less than rec60nable operat~g expenses. 

~he S~noma. Vistc \';ator Compa:lY serves a S'Olllmer resort 

community and the consumers, in large part, m~1ntain a residenoe 

there for a period of Q,bout three months during th.e summer season, 

and throughout the ye~r spend week-ends at this resort. Because 

of the wide variation in the number of consumers and the faot that 

the company must stand read.y at all times to deliver water to 

these consumers, it is very difficult to establish a rate sched-

ulo ths,t will d.istribute the expense of maintaining and operating 

e. system of this character equita'bly among the. cons\iJllex:s. Those 

consumers who re3i~e at So~oma,Vistc only tor a short time each 

year have maintained for thoir benefit a eystem of much larger 

capaoity than would be necossary to serve a population using a 

like quantity of water dolivered during twelve months rather than 

during three conths of the year, as at present. 
The evidence shows that that th1s project is operating 

i~ oonnection with a real estate development project and that 

most of the lots in this suo~ivis1on have been 901d. and probably 

many new consumers will oe acquirod by the company in the hear 

future.' ~ile the rate established. in the following order will 

not, at the present time, give a return on the investment, it 16 

d.esigned to produoe operating expenses and. depreciation w~th a 
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small interest return, it being apparent that the revenue will 

be iner~ased by the addition of new consumers which the system 

can han~le iu.its ~resent condition and With its present avail-
able water supply. 

ORDER 
~ - ---

Sonoma V1ste '::ater Compan~ having 1.l.p:p11ed. to the 

~ailro~d Commission for an order uuthorizing it to increase 1ts 

water rates, and a public hearing have been held, and the 

Commission be~g fully ap~risea in the premises, 

IT IS HEREBY FO~1) AS A FAC~, thet the rate: schedule 

of Sonoma. Vista. ~'1$.ter Company heretofore in effect, in so far 

~s it differs from the rate schedule herein established, is 

unjust ~d unreaune~at1ve, and that the rate schedule herein 

estsb11shea is f~ir, just ana reasonable, 

knd ba.s~g its order upon the foregoing find.ing of fact 

and upon the other statements of faot set out in the opinion 

preceding this order, 

IT IS HEREBY OP~ERED, thst Sonom~ Vista Water Company 

be and. it is hereby authorized. and. directed to file with this 
• Commission within twenty days from the date of this order, 

the folloWing schedule of rates effective for all meter readings 

subseq,uent to the elate of this order, exeept that the annual 

charge Shall be for euch calenisr year, beginning January lat, 

1920. 

Annual charge to oe :paid. in l.ldvanoe ~ 
whioh ent1tles consumer to 400 ou.ft. 
:per month • • • • • • .' • • • • • • • • • • 

For tho next 1600 cu.ft., for caeh 

$12.00 

100 c~.ft. consumed ~er month • • • • • •• .20 

For ~ll 1n excest. of 2000 cu.ft., for 
eaoh 100 cu.ft. consumed :per month •••• .l5 
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Dated t:ot San Francisco, California.. this /t.3/r- day 

of February, 1920. 

cOm:liesionere. 


