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Decigion No. 7 .2 20

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

'y

Ny

In the Matter of the Application of

B. H. STEELE and E. E. STEEIE for

coertificate of public convenience

and negessity to operate automobile Application 5195,
freight service between Oceanside,

California, and Santa Ana, California.

B. N. Blair for aspplicsnts.

¥, W. Read, C. K. adens and Paul Burks for Tnited
States Railroad Administration; Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe Railway, Protestant,

M. Thompson for American Railway Express, Protestant.

Harry T. Heanessy for United States Railroad Adminise
tration: Southern Pacifie Railroad, Protestant.

E. E. Rodebaugh for Charles D. Boynton, Froprietor
Boulevard Express, Protestant.

BY TEE COMMISSION.

B. H. STEREIE snd H. E. STEELE,partners in business
operating under the fictitious name of Oceanside Truck Line, have
petitioned the Railroad Commission for an order declaring that
public convenience and necessity require the operation by them of
an sutomobile truck line as & common carrier of freight between
Oceanside and Senta Ana.‘

Public hearings on this application were conducted
by Exsmirsr Hendford at Los Angeles on December 23, 1919 and Febra-
ary 25, 1920, the matter was duly submitted and is now ready for




decigion.

Applicants proposed to oharge rates in accordance
with & schedule marked Exhibit ™A™ and £iled with the application
in this proceeding, to operate on & schedule of l-round trip daily
using es equipment onme Moore “ruck, 2-1/2 ton capacity, licensed
by the State Motor Depariment under License Yo. 402046, and 2 Antocar
trucks each of 2 ton capacity.

Applicante rely as Justification for the graniing
of the desired certificate uwpon the slleged feot that a consider-
able territory south of Oceanside is producing pess and beans which
reguire movement to the Los Aungeles markets.  Other yperishable
garden truck and products are alsc produced in suck territory and
it is alleged that the service now rendered by the Atchison, Topeka
& Senta Fe Railway does not satisfactorily meet the requirements
of the producers in the territory south of Oceanside.

Applicante are now operating, wader the authority

of the Reailroad Commission, & truck line between Sah Diego and

Ocoanside and desire to extend service from Oceanside to Santa Ana
at which point comnection will be made with authorized truck lines
operating between Santa Ane and Los Angeles.

Witnessea for applicants testified as to the acreage
pnow planted to beans, peas and other perishable garden products
in the Del Mar-Cardiff and the Carlsbad Districts; as to the diffi-
culty experienced in sscuring satisfactory transportation via the
local freight service of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway
and the facilities e&fforded by the American Railwey Express; and
as to the desire of producers to patronize truck service for the
reasgson that early delivery in the Los Angeles markets wag necessary

if maximum prices for products were to be secured and to eliminate




the additionsal drayage charge which would be occasioned if rail
shipments were msade.

Witnesses favoring this application and engaged in
the operation of truck lines bdetween Santa Ans and Los Angelesg tes-
tified & to the volume o0f business handled between asuch points and
that the prepondersxce of business originated at Los Angeles destined
to Santa Ans and intermediate points, but that the return loads
were of little consequence and that smple capacity was available for
all business which might offer from Santas .Ans destined Los Angeles.

It appears that there exists an association of vege-

table growers in the Carlsbad District and that such association is
at present operating its own trucks or trucks leased by the asso-
oiation for the transportation of products originating with the
members of the Carlsgbad Vegetable Growers Association which are
destined to the Los Angeles markets.

This application, if granted, will result in the
establishment of a through route San Diego to Los Angeles and as
regards the shipment of green pess asnd besns from the Del Mare
Cardiff spd Carsbad Districts in s through rate &ccording to rates
proposed by the applicants and rates on file with the Rallroad
Commission as regards the territory betwesen Santa Ana and Los
Angeles of 56 cents per owt., the existing rate over the line of
euthorized carrier, Boulevard Express, being 78 cents per cwt.,
such rate including Pederal War Tax. |

Some complaint was made by witnesses for sappli-
cants regarding late delivery of shipments t0 the markets &t los
Angeles, suck late deliveries resulting in a lower price being
secured for shipments of peas than were anticipated by shippers
or which would hgve been received if earlier delivery had been
made.




The Vegetable Growers? Association, with hesdquarters
st Carlsbad, bas, howsver, undertaken the delivery of 1telproducta
to the Los Angeles markets by leased trucks and there is no evi=-
dence which indicutes that such trucks will be withdrawn and that
the business now handled would go to the applicants and their pro-

posed connecting lines.
This spplication is protested by the United States

railrosd Administration on bebalf of its lessors, the Southern
Pacific Railroad and the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway; by
the Americsn Railway Express and by Charlea D. Boynton, Proprietor

of the truck line operated under the fictitious name of Boulevard

Expresse.
The protest of the Soutbern Pacific Railroad was

eliminated by the stipulation of applicants that no business was
desired locally between Los Angeles and Santa Ana, such businesa
being at present carsed for by two asuthorized truck lines.

The Atchison, Topeks & Ssnte Fe Railway protesis
the granting of the application and offered in evidence time sche~
dules and rates as existing over the territory for which applicants
desire & cexrtificate. The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Pe Rallway
are at present operating but three times per week a8 regards lecs
than car load freight shipments between Los Angeles and Oceanside
and such service does not mect the requirements of the shippers

of garden truck and produce in that such produce movey dsily and

a& k&ﬁ?! GIHQI Uﬂaﬂ a;g §§tiafactory for shipment. It is also

DOECOBBAYY o houl shipmentas to the railroad station and from the

reilroad station in Los ingeles to the markets and such additiosal
nanl results in additionsl expense 1o shippers, = the commodity
being consigned to commission merchants in Los Angeles and all ex-

pense of delivery to the warehouses of the commission merchants




being charged against the shippers sxnd producers.

The scrvice of the Americen Railway Express, cared
for by the passenger trains of the Atchison, Topeka & Sente Fe
Railway, is not satisfactory to shippers in that shipments are re-
quired to be dellvered to the stations of the Santa Fe at an hour
which 18 too eaxly for the growers and producers and an expense is
ocesasioned producers.by reason of their being required to deliver
shipments from the point of produstion to the various stations of
the Santa Fe Railway.

Charles D. Boynton, Proprietor of the Bonlevard
Rxpress ,opposes the granting of this spplication on the basis that
he is serving the territory under suthority from the Railroad Com=
mission as contained in its Decision Number 6588 on Application
Number 4754. This protestsnt claime %o have had but two complsints
regarding late delivery of garden truck and produce and assigns as
a reason for such late delivery the fast that his regular route was
impassshle due to rosd conditions and that a 12 mile detour from
hias regular route was necessary and that the fact of being required
to make such detour resulted in late arrival.

This protestant has leased space from the South
Coast Land Company uwpon which he has ereoted & loading platform and
provided same with scales for the convenlience of shippers. Pro-
testant ¢laims to have been able at all times to furnish all trucks
necessary to carry all shipments offered at any point on his au-
thorized route between San Diego and Los Angeles; that he bhas fur-
nished special trucks to handle the vegetable and produce business
from the Del Mar-Cardiff and the Carlsbasd Districts; that at the

present time, due to the operation by the Carlsbad Vegetable Growers?

dssociation of iﬁ;ﬂﬁrn trucks, but bhet approximately an average o
y ' .
36 sacks of peas/hre being offered for transportation via his line,




Protestant has st present 4 trucks in service owned
by himgelf, and 8 other trucks operated uwnder lease. TIwo addi-
tiopnal trucks have been contracted £or and will shoxtly be |
avallable for the sexvice offered over his route.

The Commission has carefully corsidexed all the
evidence in this proceeding ané we £ind no showing as 1o any
public convenience and necessity to be gserved othexr than the
desire of the growers of vegetsbles and gexden jg::oduce in
the districts sbove mentiomed for an additionsld xoule over
which thelr commod:.ties nay be transporied to the Ios Angeles
maxkots. It 18 true tha.t epplicants in connection with theirx
proposed connection with other lines st Santa Ana offer a rate
which 19 Towex then that now exlsting over the lime of the
present authorized motor truck carrier. At the present time,
however, the growers in the Carlsbad District, who are members
of the Corlsbad Vegetoble Growers® Lssocistion, bave established

their own service and are handling their own products to the

Tos Angeles markets; snd while spplicants, in comec-tion‘with
ﬁeir proposed connections, have offered s lower rate than
exists over the present authorized truck line as regards the
tranaportation of vegetables and gaxrden products, 1f complaint
exists as to tho unressonablemess of the rates czarged by
existing suthorized carriers, such complaint should be brought
to the attention of the Commission for an iovestigation as to
ra:tes, andan a.djnstment o2 samo should they be found to Dbe u:n-

xeasonable. _
Ve axe of the opinion and £ind as a fack that the

eristing fLacilities 0f the automobile truck line operat_ed..by
Charles D. Boynion, uwndex the fictitious name of Boulevard

Express, are adequate for the transportation of the garden truck produce

-6~




originating in the Del Mar-Cardiff and Carlsbed Districts and there
is no other evidence before the Commisalon in thie proceeding which
wonld Jjustify the granting of this application.

THE RAILROAD COMMISSION EEREBY IECLARES that publie
convenience and necessity do not require the establishment by
B. H. Steele and H. E. Steele of an sutomoblle truck service as a
coumon carrier of freight between Oceanside and Santa Ana; and

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that this application be and
ths same heredby is denied.

y/é
Dated at San Francisco, Californis, this & day
‘7’-’«‘.,_«,@4&»/\_ , ‘
of Rabawery, 1920.

S 1 0. e

Commissioners.




