Decision No. 7&2 S*ﬁL

3EFORE THE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Kok kW K K

In the Matter of the Applicaetion of )
PACIFIC ZIECTRIC RALITWAY COMPANTY, )
SOUTTERN PACIFIC RAIIRO LD COMPANY, )
and SOUTEERN PACIFIC COMPANY, to ‘;
)
)
)

Dismantle and remove the Whaxrf at Anplication No. 4948

Port Los Angeles and to Remove Certein
Railrosad Tracks on and Adjacent thereto
in the County of Los Angeles,Califoria.

FPrenk Xerr, for Applicents,

Vietor R. MeIuces, City Attorney, for
the City of Santa Mondea,

Clifton Qliver, in propria persona,

F. G. Sherlock, for Wholesele Fish Deslers
in Los &ngeles,

gy £+ Carmicheel and E. D. Potter, for the

Ios Angeles Dressed Brlck dompany.

BRUNDIGE, Commissioner.
ORINIOQON

In this proceeding applicants request tke Rallroald Com-
mission to suthorize them to abandon, teer down and remove the
remnining portion of what is known as the long wharf at Port Los
Angeles, north of the city of Santa Monica, in Los Anselés’County,
and to abandon and remove all railrosd traéks lying west of a point
in map marked "Exhidit A" end atteched to the application filed in
this proceeding, seld point being designuted on said map as
"3.C. 470 #-84.5 (P.E.)™ and "120 ¥+ 92,5 (3.2.)", the came bdeing
& short distance east of the locetion of the wharf which the sppli-
cents desire to remove.

A pudblic heering on this apylication was held in Ios
ingeles, on Tuesday, December 23, the matter wzs duly aﬁbmitted
and now is ready for decision.

It avpears that the Southewn facifio Railrozd Compeny
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owns the propertv sought to be abandoned end. that the Southern
Paci®ic Compony hes o leasehold estate therein, es lessee, from
ssid Southorn Pacific Railroad Company, end that Pocific Electric
Railway Compeny, &8 successor in interest 10 Los Angeles Pacific‘
Company, hes & le asehold 1nterést as lessee in sald property from
Southern Pacific Railrosd Company anrd Southern Pacific Companye

' The wharf ﬁhﬂ:h i+ is sought to asbendon was constructed
by the Southern Pacific Reilroad Company urder the provisions of
an ordinance aa0p€ed by the County of Los ingeles, Pebruary 29,
1892, and effective lMorch 20, 1892, granting the privilege of main-
taining saia whar? for a period of twenty yeers thereafter. "his
right expired by limitation, on March 20, 1912.

Then originally constructed, this wharf was Six Thousand
Six Eunare& and Sixty Bight and two-tenths (6,668.2) feet in length
from‘the highweter mark oz the shore of tie Paoific Ocean, 2nd was
extensively used by the Southern Pacific Railroad Company cnd the
Soutrern Pacific Company for many yoars, partibularly for the
receipt and shipment of cosl and other heavy commodities.

After the construction of the so-called "long whexrf" at
Port los Mngeles, therc emsued for a Term of years in the esrly T90s,
& spirited and more or lesst asrimonious controversy between the
merits and advantéges of Port Lot Angeles and  the rival port of
Sen Pedro, as & harbor and port of emtrance for the commexce of the
rapidly growing city of'Ios Angeles snd the territory tributary
tnoreto. This controversy culminated in the Federasl Government mak»
ing an appropristion Loxr the puilding of a breakwater at San Pedro
and for other improvements at thet voint. Theresftex graduslly the
bulk of the coest-wise and other water traffic for that section

bogun to concentrate ot Sen Pedro ond ebout the years 1903 end 1904,

after the develowment B£ oil for fuel instesd of coal, the Southexn’




Pacific Company transferred the principel part of its business
in Southern Cglifornia to the Poxt o Shn'Pearo. Since “ant
time the wharf at Port Los Angeles has been unumsed for ocommer-
cial purposes excopt such use as hos been made of it by the
Loc Angeles Racific Company and the Pacific Eleotric Rallway
Sompany, its successor in interest.

Seversl years ago the outer end of the wharf wes demaged
by storms and it became necessary to dismantle and remove mbout
two thousand feet thereof. The remsining portion of the whart,
which 1t is now sought to zbandon and removo; has been utilized
mainly in recent years for the receipt of fish and its shipment
to the ILos Angelea narket, there having grom u@ 2long the beach
jugt west of the wharf, s small community known as the Japanese
Fishing Village, the majority of the inhébitants belng engaged in
deep-ses fishing for supplying in part the merkets of Southern
California with fish. This fishing village was located upon
. 1gnds owned or controlled by the epplicants, who have refused
to renew the lesses, and within the last yaaé the fisking village
has almost entirely disappesred. With the disappearance from
this locality of the fishing boats owned or operated by the
Jepahese formerly located there, the recelipt of £ish over this
wharf has become less and le g6 snd has praétichllyqdiéappeafoa,w '

The proposea‘abahdonmeﬁt end removal of the wharf an&”
of the railroad tracks leading thereto was oppoced by the City
of Santa Monica,by aeveral;perégns interefted in the fisking .
industry, and by one hnndr;d end fifty~four citizens, most of
whon reside iﬁ Sante Monica, who filed with the Commission a
petition requesting that the epplication wnder cdnsideration be

denied. It wee the contenticn of the City of Santa Monlca thet

the Pacific Tlectric Reilway Compeny is receiving considersble
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Tevenue from the shizment of fish, and that this revenue could
be congsiderably incressed if tke COQPany could rrovide a mor&

satisfactory service than in the past. In the main this nlso

was the contention of others opposed to the sbandomment of the
. Whar® and of ‘the tracks lealing theretq,

Tue Pacific Zlectric Pailway Company submitted exﬁ;bita
showing the revenue derived from freight received st and forwarded
from Port Los Angeles during the years 1917 and 1918 ang for the
£irst nine months of 1919. These figures showed that during the
latter half of 1918 the Pacific Electric Rallway receiﬁed from
freight forwarded from Port Los Angeles only the sum of 50 cents
snd thut from Jenuaxry to Octodber in 1919, nothing at oll from
~this source. For the same yerioed in 1919 the conpeny had s |
revenne of %1,139.37 derived from freight received, bdut claimed
that approximetely $900,00 of that smount wae received for trens-
rorting roadmeking material for street improvements.

In a8 much 28 most of the fish shipped over the Pacific

Ilectric Railway is carried by express, the company also subuit~

. ted en exhibit showing its rovenue from this source. From
exXprese recelved and forwarded in 1917 the Recific Electric Rail-
woy Conpany received as its proportion of the total cherge, the |
sur of $2,903.79; in 1918, $2,303.55 and for the first ten months
in 1919, $1,453.63.

Applicants allege that the wharf is in s state of dise
repalr and that in its present condition 13 a menace to navigatipn,
and that there is no businese now originating over the wherf, or
capeble of being developed which justify the necéssary exzpennes
of reconstruction. The City of Santa Monica, which meintains s
nmuwicipal pier used for pleasure purposes and for the rurpose of
conducting en outfall sewer into the Pacific Ocean, also asks the

Commission to require the applicants to maintain the wharf under




considerstion in such sState of repalr that it will not become a
menace t0 the Municlypel Pler of Santa Monlce 'and other pleasqré.
riers in said City.

An irspection of the whorf under congideration was
mede by engineers employed by the Railrosd Commisaion, and while
these engincers are of the opiniom that the wherf at the present
time i8 not in a pqrticularly dengerous condition, it is evident
that the aprylicants will be called upon from time to time to
expend consideredle sums to maintain the structure in such repair
taat it may not become a menace Lo other piers?albng‘the coust
and %o navigdtion. |

From all the evidence prasented there seems to be no
n&cessity which requires the further maintenecnce of the whar?

undor considerstion, or for the maintenance of the tracks lead-

ing thereto, and the petition of the aspplicants should be grented.

% therefore submit the following form of order.

The Pacific Tlectric Railway Comvany, the Southern
Pacilic Rallroed Compeny and the Southern Pacific Company heving
avplied to the Rallrosd Commission for authority to dicmantle and
romove the wharf at Port Los sngeles and to remove certain roile
road tracks on and adjccent thereto, in the County of lLos Angeles,
California, s pudblic hearing having been held, and the Commission
deing of.the opinion that the application should be granted,

IT IS EXREBY ORDERED that the Pacific Electric Railway'
Company, the Southerm 2acific Railrosd Company and the Southern
Pacific Company be, and they hereby are authorized to abandon,
dismentle and remove the aforesald wherf at Port Los Angeles, in

& mamaer that will not in anywisc endanger the safety of the
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Maaicipal Pier in the City of Santa Monica and other pleasgure
viers amd structures along the coast in Santa Monica bay, or in
any.wise prove dangerous 1o navigﬁtion in that vicinity.

IT IS FURTEIR QRDERED that the Faclific Zlectric Rail-
wey Company the Southern Racific Railroad Company and the Southera
Pacific Compeny, be, and they are hereby authorized to abandon
and remove certsin railroad tracks owned by them,'situated west
of & point doSignated as "B.C. 470 + 84.5 (P.E.)" and "120 4+ 92.5
(S.2.)" on a map attached to the epplication £iled with the
Reilroad Commission in this matter, the map being marked for
identification as "Zxhibit A.T

| ~he foregoing Opinion and Order are hereby sapproved and
ordered £iled as the Opinion and Order of the Railroad Commission
of the State of Californis.

| e
Dated &t Sen Francisco, Celifornis, this /L —= day

of Marsh, 1920.

Commisaioners.




