Decision Noe /.33

|BEFORE THE RATIROAD COMMTSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

Iz the Matter of the Aprplication of
Marie Lehrke for an ordexr euthoriz-
ing seid applicant to discontinue the Applicetion Noe 4898

supplying of weter for domestic usss

Heory G. We Dinkelspiel foxr Applicante

Fraok S. Sprague and Robert A. Roppe
for Protastantse

BY TEE COMMISSICN.
CRPINIOXN

Marie Lehrke, spplicant herein, is the owner of a water
system heretofore operated by Georée Yor Staden, end is engaged in
the busizess of selling water for domestic end garden uses to res-
jdegts of the Lehrke tract mear El Verano, Soaome county, California.
In this proceeding applicant asks for authority to discoatinmue this
service or that a compensatory rate be establishedes

The preseut rotes were established by this Commissioa iz
ite Decision Noe 4499, issued August 1, 1917, In the lattor of the

Application of George Von Staden for an order authorizing saeid

applicant to discontinue the supplying of water for domestic UsSeSe

(Application Noa 2952) Tole 13, p. 619, Opizions und Orders of the
Railroed Commissione Tkic apolication also requested that a fair

rate be establiahed if the application for discontinuance of service
were degied. Authorisy to discontinue service was deunied and the rates
established at that time were deaignea to be Zair to the comsumers ard
feir to applicant, igasmuch &3 & portiocn of the iuvestment is proper-

1y chargeadble to the owner of the eighty acre tract on which the

system is locatede




It appesres that there are ounly seven active consumers oa
tois water system, of whom two have independent sources of supply,
and thet the reveuue produced from the presest rates is not sufficleat
t0 oven produce operating exponses. In the present proceeding & Pro-
test was filed by conmsumers against the discontinuance of the sorvicee
A public bearisg was held, and from the evidence it appeers that prace
tically the same copditions exist on this tract as prevailed at the
hearing of the former application, namely, that there are a few con-
sumers who are dependent upoz this system for their water supply;
thet they desire the gservice continued and are willing to pay a reason-
able rate for sauce However, applicant submitted = statement of operat-
ing expenditures which overaged approximately $30.00 per months This
exponditure appears reassozable, but if this entire amount were charged
ageinst the few consumers it would result iz a prokibitive rate. The
comsumers who desire the presert service conmtinved, knowing these con=
ditions, should be willing to pay a rate that will returs to applicant
eg amount whick will iz some measure compensate for the operation of
the system, and it would seem f£air and reasounable that the miﬁimnm
flat rate for service be increased.
It appears that it is rot eccmomically feasible'to requife

arplicant to cougtinue the service of water to the presenfuéonsum;fa,

and ugder all of the circumstances we would suggest that they rroceed’
| at .once to provide themselves with another source of water supply,
and in the meartime the Fflat rate for sexrvice will be increased to the
end thet a more adeguate roeturn ﬁay be realized for the service render=

ede

OR2ER

-

Marie Lehrie having made spplicetion to the Railrosd -

Commission forx aﬁthority to discontinue the supplying of water foxr

domegtic use, & public hearing having been beld and the Commission

_2“




beirg fully appraised in the premises,

It ic heredy found as & fact-that it would be umecomomical
and uareasouable to require applicaat to contingue the opergtioa
of a public utility water system, _ -

20d basizg 1ts order upon the foregoing findimg of fact
and upon the other statements of fect contaimed in the opilagion
winich precedes this orderx,

IT IS HERLEY ORDERED that Marie Lehrke be, and she 1s
zereby authorized to,discontinue the supplyﬁng of weter fox
domestic uce, suck discoztinuance to become and be effective on
and after Jeauary 1, 1521

IT IS ESREBY FURTEER ORDERED that Marie Lehrke be, and
she is hereby authorized to increase the minimum flat rete fox
sexvice from $1.00 per mouth to $L.75 por month f£rom sad after
April 1, 1920 until service is discoastigued st above authorized,
ell other rates to remuin irc full force gpd effect as established
in this Commissioan’s Decision No. 4499, issued August 1, 1917.

Detod at Sex Francisco, California, this ~33/95‘

day of Liarch, 1920

Conmissiogerss




