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In the ~atter of the 4Pplication of ) 
TlG mUCZEE Err.=;? .. GE:rzR.t.L :BLECTRIC ) 
CO~Al~Y for i,crease acd ch~nges in ) 
cert&in of its rates. ) 

Goodfellow" Eells. More & Orrick by C.J.Goodell. 
for the Applicant. 

:Pa.ul A. 1!cCs.rthy • Nort:o.side 'NateI' Users J Associatioc." 
for Protestants. 

BX THE CO~1:SSIO~l: 

. In the above proceeding The TrQckee River Gener&l Electric 

Company~ an incorporated PQolic utility, asks authority to increase 

its rates charged tor water suppli~~. by its Loon Lake ditch 8YS-

te~ ic Bl Dorado·County. California. for irr1gation p icdustrial~ 

~aing aad do~estic purposes in Georgetown and Vicinity. Said-

Co~~any is engaged primarily in the business of hydro-electric 

generation acd distributioc of electric 1ight ana power to coo-

SllIn-erS in California an d r;evada. 
The application alleges in effect that the rates establiShed 

October 1. 19l1" ,s.re aon-co:n.:pensc.tol'Y a.nd. do not ;produce suf':ricient 

iccoI:l.e to meet the costs of maintenance.f operatio, and taxes, s.ad 

further. the revectte has been iasuificieat to meet said· Ch~rges for 

a ~~ber of years. 
AP~licect asks thet the schedule of increased rates attached 

to the ap;p1ic~tioa be·authorized • 
. A public he~rin5 in this D1.8. tter was h.eld by J:::xc.:n.iner Westover 

at Cool Ilt which $.11 interoste6.. ps.rties Vlore notified and given a.n 
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opportucity to appear and be he~rd. 

~e Truc~ee ?iver Gener~l Electric Company, a subsidiary 

enterprise of the Sierra Pacific Blectric Company. a holding cor-

poration ~~th head offices in Boston~MsssaChusetts,abo~t 1909, pur-

cha.sed all the water rights DJ:l.d ;properties at the Loon La.ke i~a.ter 

and P~TI~i ~omp~ny TOr & tQtu!a hyaTo-electric devolo~mettt. Said 

;roporties ino~udo~ ~ho a~toh ~ys~e~ herein under di~cueaion. 
~e e~rly history shows thut these d1tohes wero or1g1aal~y 

cocstructea from 1852 to 1870 for hydraulic miaiag purposes, whiCh 

use has oeea discoct1aued, and the prese~t use for other mining 

and ic~ustrial purposes is comparatively small. The mai~ Qse 

et prese~t is for irrigation ~urposas, which is in a devolopmeat 

st~ge. 

~he water supply is obtained by d1version from the Gerle 

Creek, Little South. ~~ork of Rub1cOll River and Pilot Creek. A 

stor~ge of 7200 acre feet is p:rovided ia· Loon Lske. elevation 

6400. located £l,t the head of Gerlo Creek. Water is thereby su:p-

plied during the period of low flow of the stl'e~s. TAe water 

is da:ivered by gravity through about 125 ~iles of ditch aad 

flu.m.es,,. the flow beillg regulateo. by 7 sm.all earthen reservoirs 

at alId below Georgetown. .i:a~vf.l.tioa at lowerond of system. is 

e.bout 1300. 

1;0 app:raiasl of the Jtropertios was su bm.1 ttea. at the hearia;g. 

Th.e co st of the :property of the 1.0 vll Lake ~I[ater end Power Comp8JlY 

e.s of Decem.ber 31. 19l1, o.s showa or. the books, Was ~?322.882.40. 

1:.. fo.rther consideration of D. ra.te ba.se in this proceedi.cg is 

unnecessury ill view of the fact shown by the evidence. tha.t the 

ditch system. origiaally built for hydraulic milling purposes. is over-

built for its present uses acd under the ccnditiolls obtainiag appli-

cant co=cedes that it caar.ot rea~oa£l,bly expect a rate schedule estab-

lishe~ which will produce a full return, to include interest on the 
capital itvestod, depreciat1o~. sad maintenance alld o~eration ex-
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penses. It was admitted such rates would be unduly and unjustly 

high. 

The maintenance and oper~tion expenses for the year 1918 

totalled ~9~72S.49~ sad for 1919 it increasod to ~13.859.02, ac-

counted ~or by increased costs of labor and materials and extra 

Vlork ill re:pairi.l2'g flu.:tes acd clearing Ollt ditches. 

The tot~ 1acome received fro~ tho rate ~Chedule in effect 

was $10,.167 for 1919. It is esti::lated that the rate schedule' 

asked for in tho application will yield approx1m.ately ~15,OOO 

income, based oc 1919 wator use and adding for the probable cew 

a.creage to 'be irrigated in 1920. 
It is evident therefore that spp11cant is·entitled to an 

increase in rates, ~d further e comparison with the r~tes of 

Similar ditch systems ill tne Sierra foothill region sh.ows that the 

increased rates asked for are reasonable for like service. 

The water users agree to the :proposed rate increase pro

viding tho Company continue to render as good service as during the 

pa.st sea.soa. 

ORDER --- ..... ..-. 

The Truckee River General ~lectric Company having ap~lied 

to this Coam1ssioc for sa order authorizing it to increase its 

rates, und a public hearing having been held, and the CommiSSion 

being fully apprised in the premises~ 
IT IS hE?::::BY ]'OUND AS A FACT ~ ths.t the present rate schedlllo 

of the Tr~ckee ~iver Genera.l Electric Compaay, in so far as it 
differs from the rate schedule herein set out, is ucjust and 

reasonable rates to be cnarged by said Con~aay for water~ 
.A.ad 'basicg its order u.poa the foregoing 1'1nd1ng ot :fact, and 

~e other statements of fuct coat~1ned ic the O~i.c.io~ Dreceding 



this order: 
I~ IS ~~~ OBD~, that the Truckee River General Electric 

Company be acd'it is hereby 8.Qthorized and directed to file with 

this COIl:lllissioll Within twenty (20) deys of the date of tb.1s or-

der. and thereafte~ charge the following rates: 

RA~ SCHEDULE 
For Irrieation purposes: 

Per m,iner'rs 
in ell po'r da.y 

24-hour service co~tiauous flow for irr1-
ga.tion seasoa.. .. .. .. .. • • .. .. • • .. .. .. • • .. .. .. 25 cents. 

24-hour service non-coctin~ous flow during' 
irrigatioc seaso%:... .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. 
Mining ann~sl p~~ect will be tho equivalent ,of oae quarter 
of a miner's i~cll continuous flow for the irrigation season. 

n 

For Mining and.. Industrial :eurposes: 
24-hour service coati!Hl..ous :t"low for the 
calendar yes:r • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • • 20 ceata 

24-hour service contin'llous flow for irri-
ga.tion season only. '. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • • • .. .. .. .... 25 

24-houX' service non-continuous flow duri~ irri-
ga.tion season only. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. • .. .. • .. .. ... 30 

Service for ~on~s between irrigation seasons .. • • • 20 

M1nim~ ennual payment will be the equivalent of these 
minor's inches. continuous flow for the irrigation soason. 
The above r~tes ~re based oa the California Statute 
Miaer l e iach. equ.va.le at to 1/40 of a. cubic foot 
:per seco no.. 

FL~ ?..ATF.S -

" 

For Domestic use: :Per moath 
1~es1de,ces o~ tenements o~ not more than 4 

roo~s occupiea by single f~~ilies • • • • • • • • ~~l.OO 
For each add.i tional room • • • • • • • .• .. • .. OO. .10 
Por eaCh bathtub or toilet ............ oo. .l5 
For each private barn, not more than 

2 horses or cows .. • • • • • • • • • • • • ... .70 
~10r each addition al horse or cow. • • .. • ... .2.5 
~or eseh private garage where autos a~e 

washed 0' tho premises • • • .. • .. • • • • ... .25, 

2.Sprinkling or irrigation of' J.awns~ shru.bbery" 
g~rdens~ etc •• payable every month in the 
year. per 100, squ.are feet • • • • • • • • • • •• .10 

3~?rivate bo~rding houses, for each boarder 
in addition to the family. • • • • • • • • • •• .lO 



Per m.onth 
4. Rotels a.nd lodgi.ns houses: 

Ditlite roo~. from • • • • • • • • • .. • .$1.00 to 
F~ each room with water tap. • . • • •••• 
Por each room witho~t water tap. • • • • 
For eaCh private bathroo~ • • • • • • • • • • 

5. r..tblic toilets ill hotels, lodging h.ouses 
~ttd p~blic placos, •••••••••••• • • • 

For each addition~l tOilet ••••••• 

6. J:'or oae public ba.thtub in hotels, lodging 
houses. barber sb.ol)S and bathing esta.b-

. . 

lishments. • • • • • • • . . • . • • • • . .. . . 
For eacA additio~al public bathtub •••• • • • 

7. Public urinals in hotels, pool rooms, schools, 
or any place, for each 'bowl where a drain 1s 

d ' 1'1 50 t use ......................~. 0 
~'~i th au. toma tic tra:p flu.sher • • • • • • • l.oo to 

8. Photogra.ph galleries, or where water is used 
for photogra:ph printing and developing in 
addition to tho store r~te • • • • •••• • • • 

9. Soda. fou.ntail!s. ice cream. and lu.nch,.'.pa.rlors. 
either alone 0= in concection with other 
business • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

10. Public garages, il:lcludine- wator for washing 
cars - eaCh ~u.tomobile • • • • • • • • • • • . 

Mi n im,u.m. paym.e n t • • . .. . . .. • . . • . .. · 
. . . .. 

$3.00 
.20 
.10 
.25 

1.25 
.50 

1.25 .so 

3.00 
3.00 

1.00 

1.00 

.30 
1.50 

11. Livery stables and stock yards, per average 
~~be: of stock fe~~ e~ch • • • .. • .. • .. .. • • •• .25 

Mi n im.utr. paym.e, t .. .. . .. • .. • • • .. .. • • • ••• 1.25 

l " ..... Stores and Shops cot otherwise listed. ia-
cludicg water for washing windows aad 
sidevls.lks • • • • .. .. • • • • • .. .. • .. • • 

l3. Add1tiocal for each bathtub or flush tOilet 
itt 8 to 13 inclUSive. .. .. • .. • .. • • • • .. 

• • • * • 1.00 

. .. .25 

14. ]'or use of water for operating any apparatn.s 
by water power. according to use of wattlr ..... 7Srj to4.00 

15. ~or living rooms ia concection with storos 
or shops in addition to tho store r~te. • .. • • ... .$0 
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?or moath 
16. Buildiag work: 

Por mortar or to dampen cr1ck9 per 1000 or1cke. .20 
For cem.ent work a!!d plasteric8:9 each barrel 

of ce:ne at or lime used. • • • • • • • • • • • •• .20 

17. Each public watering trough •••••••• • 

~A&'lateo. a.t S\~.rI ]'ro..rIcisco. Calii'oraia.,. this 
day of ~ 1920. 

• _-.1 .. 00' 

" .. ~ , .. _--.... ,. 
~ ........ ~~..r v --" 

y 

Comn.t1ss.1oaers. 

-' ':, . -'. ~: : . 
... p.,~' .(r,. ,f 


