
In the Matter of the Investigation,') 
on the Cocm1ss1on Ys own mot10n. of ) 
the electric service rendered by . , 
G'REA~ WESTE?..N ~OWER COMPANY OF CAL- ) 
IF ORN IA 1:1 Fl:oms.s COtln ty. } 

Case No. 1402. 

GUzr C. Earl and Chaffee E'~ Rs.ll. 
for Great ~estern Power Companzr 
of Ca.lifornia. 

I. J. ~umen. Jr., for Engels Copper 
. Mining Comp~. 

~EVLIN, Commiss1oner. 

OPINION -------
The Railroa.d Commission instituted this proceeding 

on its own motion for the purpose of investigating the char-
acter o~ ~erviee furnished by Gre$t· Western'Power Company o~ 
Califor.aia 1n Plumas County snd, in part1cular~ to the Enge1e 
C,opper :Mining Company, the prine 1pa.l oonstzmer on the Power 

Company's system in that territory. who eomplained th&t !re-
q'O.ent and ooatly interruptions to servioe had oecurred. 

~efendant. Great i':estern Power C'ompsny of California, wa.a' 

notified to appear before the Comm1s$ion on ~eeember Z3p 

1919 to show oause, if any it'had. why the Cocmiss10n shottld 
not proceed with such i:o:vestiga.t10n and make such order or 

orders in connection with servioe in Plumas County as might 

be !ound proper in the premises. 
~tended hearings were held in san Francisco and 

the matter is now submitted and rea~!or deCision. 
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~e eVidence herein clearly shows tha.t inter-
ruptions to the 3e:rv1ce in question have been quite ~re

quent and, in many instances, Over extended periods o~ 

time, and tha.t th,ese interru;ptionc ha:ve been due to e. 

multip11oit~ of causes. 

~t1ctl.la.r at·reaa hae been placed 07 the Ylin1ng 

Company upon the !requenc~ with which serVice has been 

at~ected by tal11ng trees and it contends in this connection 

that the right ot way cle~1n8 provided for the tranSmiSSion 

line 1e insu:f':f'1cient to aa.feguard the line !rom the hazard 

of !allins trees. The Commission, in the course of tbe 
proceedings in Case No. 1271, Engels Copper Mining C'omp~ 

vs. ~eat Western Power Compan~p found it des1rable
p 

and the 

parties to the proceedings agreed, to direct &. representa-

tive each o! the Commiss10n~ the M1:1nS Comp~ and the Power 

Company to make a surve~ of tree condit1on3 along.this right 
of ws:y. ~he Commis8ion~8 representative, ~. tloyd Renley, 

submitted a report in which the other representatives .con-
curred. In this report it was recommended that certain 
additional clearing or tree falling be done, the op1n1on 

being expressed that.with this done. the line in this res~eet 

wo~d be in a. re808oll8.bly s8o:fe opera.t1ng condition. Zb:e 

record in this present ~r~ceed1ng shows that all work out-

lined 1n the above mentioned re~ort had been completed. 

~ediatel~ ~r1or to the initiation o! this proceed.' 
ing. several 1nfor.mal eonferences were held between representa-

tives of the Mining ,CompanY', the ?ower C'ompan~ .and the Commis-

Sion, wherein the Y~ning Company v1gorousl~ ~rotested against 

the 3ervice which they had received. and again urged ~t the 

transmiSSion right of way was inadequately cleared? espec1all~ 

that section of line between the Versmont Subatation and Engels 



Mine. s distanoe of approx1:n.a.tely ten m~.les. It was also 
oontended that the oarr1ing capacity of this section o! line 

was inadequate to satisfactorily care for the demands 800n 
to be placed upon it by rea30n of oont~~plated furtAor ~evel
opments at the mine. 

In order that the Commission 'be assured tllat no 
hazardous trees1tus.t,1ons were overlooked at the time of the 

inspection above referred to, it again directed one of its 

engineers,. Mr. I,loyd Henley,. to !nape'ct the soction· of the 
line in question in company With representatives otboth 

interests. Notwithstanding the recocmendat1ons ooncurred 
in by the' former inspection :party. Mr. Renl~ recommended 
that certa~ additional clearing be done. ~s was agreed 
to by the Power Com~$ny and it is 3ho~ herein that the same 
hs.s 'been e:f'feeted. 

!he Mining Company has repea.tedly urged that, the 

rigb. t 01 way of this trs.nsmission line be cleared of all 

trees within :falling distanoe thereof,. reg8.1"dlees of the 
character of timber enoountered. SuCh extensive cles.r1ng 

is, in ottX' opinion, not dictated 'by engineering practiee 
and judsmen t. We are :f"arthermore of the op1nion that Since 
tho reoo:mmend8:~1ons of the engineers,. who have made inSpection 

of the line upon direotion of the COmmission. have bee~ oarried 
out the line is in a reasonably sate operating condition. and 
can be kept so with diligence and :proper m&1nteno.nce· on the 
part of defendant. 

~e CommiSSion has been adVised. subsequent to the 
submission hereof. tl1At Great Western Power CompaD:7 hae com-
pleted the construotion of 8. private telephone line on the 

poles of the tre~sm1seion line between Smith's point and 
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~n. Such facilities will enable workmen Gngag&d upon 
repairs in this sect1~n of l~e to report clear with dis-

patch. ~is sho~d effectively avoid arepet1t1on of 

~ delays here-tofore encoontered in the: reestablishment . . 

o~ serv1ce and disposes o~ the difficulties to which the 
111llingCompeJli' has been subjected 0:1 th1s account. 

Ae!erring to the adequacy of capacity of tllat 

seetionof the line between Veramont Subs~ation and the 

mine. and basing my conclusions uponcalc~tions of our 

engineers, I believe tllat the capacity of the line 18 
sufficient to satisfactorily meet the demands which now 

exist or are at present contempl&ted br the :Mining CompaJ:l;7'. 

I fully realize, however, that future developments at the 

mine ma:v progress to a far greater d.egreo than is. now 
ant1c1ps.ted,.." thus rendering the eXisting line inadequa.te. 
In this event the Ca.mmission desires to give :full assurance 
that it will require such additional facilities as may be 

necessary to meet all requirements of the con8~er. 
From a review of the eVidence herein. I 8m of the 

op1n1on tMt the Engels Copper :!ranine; Company and all other 

conemners in Pl'tlm8.S County are entitled t·o e. more continuous 

and dependable service than that which has ooen heretofore 
rendered. ConSiderable sums o~ mone~ could be ep&.nt in 
additional clearing o~ trees, pe:r:~eet1ng line aev1ces •. rein-
forc1ng long spans, etc., and nevertheles7, leavo unremoved 
a great msny possibiliti0S o! service interruptions. Dupli-

cate transmission facilities would obViously go further toward 

insuring satis:f's.ctorr service than perhaps any other remedy. 

I desire at thi2 juncture to, refer to the newCe.ribou 



hrdro-electr1e development of defendant. When thie plant 
is oompleted and in operation, & very substantial source of 

power will be located some thirt~ miles nearer t~ Plumas 
County consumers, thereby reducing trango1ssion distanoe an 
eqUivalent amount. ~i3 alone would obviouely reduoe tae 
probabilit.1 o! transmission troUbles to approX1matel~ one-
half. Another available and 1mportsnt poseibility for ser-
~1ce improvem«nt liee in the utilization of the existing Butt 
Creek-Veramont line as an a.lternate tra.namission oircuit :from 

the Caribou plant. and if a. new line were now oon8t~oted fra.m 

Btttt Creek plant to a point on the :rae Pl'tlmas -Ve:ramont Une,. 
s'omewhere in the vioini~ of Sm1th's POint, duplicate delivery 
of La.s Plt2m8.S ener~ would then be obtained from this· point 
into Plumas County. In order that this additional oircuit 

. 'be s.vs.1la. 'ble 1 t would 'be necessary to double the voltage on 

t;o,e :sa.tt Creek-Vermnont line, and to more ext<msively clear 
its right of way. Ilefendant 7 s Pl'Cm&s County oonsumers. are 

, 
justly entitled to the improved service which the above ~ro-
posal would doubtless bring &bout. ~e e~ibou plant. should 
be in opera.tion earl~ 1n the year 1921, but the improvemente 

in trs.:c.sm1ss:ton facilities herein described shoule. not be 

c1els.yed in the interim. and ! shall recox:cmend ths.t this work 
b·e initiated at an early date and completed before the w1nter 
sto~s o~ 1920 set in. as set forth in the order which follows. 

I submit the following form of order: 

ORDER 
---~- .... 

~e Re.1lro-a.d CommisSion of the State of .Cal1fornia,. 
having instituted an investigation into . the el&etric service 
rendered by Great 7eatern Power Com:p~ny of California. 1nPl'12m8S 

COttnty,. hearings haVing been h~ld and such investiga.tion n~ 
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eomplet~d, and the CommisSion being of the op1n1on that 

definite and constructive steps should be taken to the end 
the.t the Great·Western Power Comp8.ll~ 01 Cal1:f'or;a14 render .... 
more continuous and dependable electrio service to its oon-
sttmers in Plumas ~ounty, 

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED th8.t Great WeaternPower-
Company of Cali!orn1a proceed at once With the following 
work: 

1. Construct s. 44.L V. transmission line 
from a'point on the present Las Pl~a6-
Veramont line near Smith's Po1ntto or 
near to the site o~ the Caribou plant .. 
equivalent in capacity to the present' 
line. ' 

2,. Install a. subs 't8. tion at or ne&r the 81 to 
0:( t~ Caribou plant o:f' such deSign that 
it may be temporarily utilized for the 
purpose o! delivoring.energy from Las 
Plumas for construction purposes at C~1-
bou, a~d thereafter for tho pu:pose of 
supplying energy from Caribou to con-
stmlers in Pl'CmlSoS Count,.. 

3. Reinsulate the existing Butt Creek-
Versmont line for 44 Z.V. serVice and 
clear the right of v~y for this line 
of all trees s.nd underbrush for So dis-
tance of at least 20 feet.oach side o~ 
the center line of poles and of all other 
trees o~ brush within !al11ng distance 01 
the line which ms.:r 'be $ m~ns.ee to serVice 
through the p~ob&bi11ty of the same fall-
ing into the line, and put the line gener-
ally in first class operating co~d1t1on. 

4. Construct e. 44 X. V. line :f'~om B'tttt Creek 
to substation above mentioned at Caribou 
of oapac1 ty at least equivalent to tha.t . 
of the present Las Plttmas-Veramont line. 

S. Illatall such sm tohing equipment as will 
make possiblo the transmission of elec-
tr1e1 ~ from Las :?lumae to Voramont either 
by we::; o'! Paxton or by 7la'S of Ce.ri"'bou and 
Butt Creck. or over the two linea in 
parallel. 

IZ IS EBP~Y FUR~ ORDERED that the 'additional 

facilities hereinabove ~eecribed shall be comp~ted within 
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:five months from t~o date of this order, in a manner aa.t1s-

factory to the Commission, and that Great. Western Powor 

Company of Ca.liforl:1s. shall install such other and a.dditional 
·facili ties a.s this C'or.a:tllission shs.ll hereafter fl:omt1me to 

time direct 1n pursuanoe of the intent and purpose o~ this 
order. 

The foregoing Opinion and Order are hereb~ approved 

and. o:rdered. filed as the Opinion and. Order of the R.o.1J.road 
COm%:lission of the State of C~ifo:rn1a. 

-5"( :Dated at San Fra.noisco. California, ·this ..:; 
-~---

d.&y of ~ • 1920. 

·~C!?=P~ 
: .. ,.~:: .. ~:: .. / ' 

.".. .. " 
, .,.. . ,,..~ ~,.'1 ... r ;:;:. ~ 

.. --~-.c?;)?~~ 

Commissioners:. 
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