DECISION XO. 1534

In the Matter of the Investigation, ')
on the Commission's own motion, of )
the electric service rondered by . ) Case No. 1402,
GREAT WESTERDN POVER COMPANY (OF CAL=- )
IFORNIA {n Plumas Comnty. )

Guy C. Xarl and Chaffee Z. Eell,
for Great Vestern Power Company
of Californisa.

I. J. Zruwmen, Jr., for Engels Conper
Mining Company.

DEVLIX, Cormissioner.
OPINIOYX

The Railroad Commission Iinstituted this proceeding
on its own motion for the purpose of Investigating the char~
acter 0% service furzished by Grest TWestern Power Company of
Californis irn Plumas Comnty and, in particular, to the Fngels
Copper Mining Coxpsany, the »rincipal comsumer on the ?oiar
Company's system in that territory, whb-complained that Lreo-
quent and costly interruptions to service had occurred,
Defaﬁdant. Great Testern Power Compsny of California, was

notified to appear before the Commiszion on December 23,

1919 to skow caﬁee, 1f any it hed, why the Commission should

not proceed with such investigation and makw"sucﬁ order or
orders in commection with service in Plumas County as might
be found proper in the premices.

Txtended hearings were held in San Franmcisco and

the matter is now submitted and ready Lor decision.
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The evidence herein cloarly shows that inter
ruptions to the service in question have been guite fre~
quent and, in many insfancos, over extended periocds of
~ time, and that these interruptions have been due to a
nultinlicity of caunses. ,

Earticular stress has beon placed by the Mining
Company upon the frequency with whick service has'beeﬁ
affected by falling txeeé and 1t contends in this connection
that the right of way clearing provided for the transmission
line 18 insufficient to safoguard the line from the hazard
of falling trees. The Commission, im the course of the
proceedings in Case No. 1271, Engels Copper Mining 06npany
V3. Great Tectern Power COmpany, foﬁnd it desirable, and the
parties to the vroceedings agreed, to direct a representa-
tive each of the Commission, the Mining Company and the Power
Company 10 make a survey of tree conditiona'along.thia right
of ways, The Commission's representative, Mr. Iloyd Eenley,
sudmitted a report in which the other represontativez con- |
curred. In this report it was rocommended that'certain'
edditional clearing or tree falling be done; the opinion
being expressed that,with this dome, the line in this respect
would be in a reaaonably safe operating conditiqn. The
record in this present nroceeding shows that all wgﬁk out-
lined in the above mentioned report had been completed. ‘

Immediateiy prior to tke inifiafion 0 this proceed-
ing, several informal comferemces were held between repregonta~
tives of the Mining_COmpany. the Power coﬁpany an& the Coxmig~
sion, wherein the Mining Company vigorously protésted againgt
the service which they kad :eceived,‘andvagain urged that the

transmiselon right of way was iﬁadeduately ¢leared, especially

that section of line Yetween the Veramont Substatiog axé Xngels




Mine, & distance of approximately ten miles. It was also
contended that the carrying capacity of this section 0% line
was Inadequate to satisfactorily care for the demands soon

to be rlaced upon it by roason of contemplated fuxtner devel-
orments at the mizne.

In order that the Commigsion be assured that no
hazardous tree situations were overlooked aﬁ the time of the
inspection sbove referred to, it égain directed one of its
engireers, Mr, Iloyd EHezley, to.insﬁect the'soction'of the

line 4in questioﬁ in company with representatives of both

interests., Notwithstanding the recommendations concurred
in by the former inspection party, Mr. Hemley rocommended
that certain adaitional»clearingAbe done. Ihis was agreed
to by the Power Compeny amd it 43 shomn herein that the same
haé been effected.

The Mining Company has repeatedly urged that the
right of way of thils transmission line be cleared of all
trees withih falling distence thereof, rogardless of the
character of timber éncountered. Suck extensive clearing
is, in our opinion, not dictated by ongireering practice
aﬁd Sudgment. = We are furthermore of the opinion that since
tho recoxmendst 1ons of the engineers, who have made inspection
of the line upon direction of the-Commiaeion. have been carried
out the line is in a reasonsbly safe operating condition, and
can be kept so with diligence and proper maintenance on the
rart of defendant.

The Commission has been advised, subsequént to the
submission hereof, that Great Testern Power Compaxy bas comm
pleted the construction of & private telephone line on the
poles of the trensmission line between Smith's point and




Paxton. Such facilities will enaﬁle workmen ongaged. wpon
repairs in tgia section of line to report c¢lear with dis-
patche. This should effdctively avoid & repetition of
many delays heretofore encountered in the reestablisiment
of service and 4lsposes of the difficulties to which tke
Mining Compeny has beer subjected onm this account.

Referring to the adequacy of capacity of that
section of the line between Veramont Substation sxd the
mine, and basing my conclusions upon-calchlations of‘bur
enginoers, I believe that the capacity of the line is
sufficient to satiefacforily meet the demands which nd#
exist or are at present contemplated by the Mining Company.
I fully realize, however, that future developments at the
mine may progress to & far greater degrec tharn is now
anticipated, thus rendering the existihg line inadequate.
In thie event the Commission desires to give full aszurance
thet it will require such additionsl facilities ac may de
necessary to meet all requirements of the concurer.

From & review of the evidence herein, I am of the
opinion that the Ingels Copper Mining Company and all other

consumers in Plumas Comnty are entitled tb 8 more continnous

and dependable service then thet which has been heretofore

rondered. Coneciderable sums 0F money cohld be spent in
ad&itionalrcleéring of trees, perxfecting iino devices, . rein~
forcing long spans, etc., and nevertheless leave unremoved

& great many possibilitios of zervice intbrruptions. Dupli-
cate transmission facilities would obviouély-go fuxrther toward
insuring satisfactory service than pexhapé any other reméd&.

I desire at thiz Juncture %o refer to the new Caribon




bydro=electric develorment of defondant. TWhen this plant

is completed and in operastion, & vexry substantial source of
power will be located some thirty miles nearer to Plumas
Covaty cbnsumers, theredy relducing txansmission distance an
equivalent smount. This aloxe wouid obviounsly reduce the
pxobabiiity of transmission troubles to apbroximately one-
half.  Another aveilable and important possibility for ser-
‘vice 1mprovément 1ies in the utilization of the existing Butt
Creek-Toramont line as an alternate trazsmission circuit from
the Caridou plent, and if a new line wore now consiructed from
. Butt Creek plant to a point on the las Plnmaa:-vgramobt 1lze,
goewhere in the vicinity of Smith’s Point, duplicate delivery
of Lag Plumas enmergy would then be obtained from this point
into Plumas County. In order that this additional cirenit

' be avelladble it would be necessary to double the voltage on
the Butt Creek~Versmont line, and to more exmonsiveiy'cleai
its right of way. Defendant’s Plumes County consumers are
Justly entitled to the improved sexrvice whick the above ProO-—
posal wonld doubtless bring about. The Caribou plant should

be in operation early in the year 1921, but the improvements

in trensmission facilities herein described should mot be

delayed in the interim, end I shall recommend that this work

be infitiated at an early date and completed before the winter

stomms of 1920 set in, as set forth in the order which follows.
I sudbmit the following form of orders

The Railrosd Commission of the State of California,
having instituted an investigation into the electric service
rondered by Great Western quer Company of Californis in Plumeas
County, hearings having been held and such investigation now
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completed, and the Comuission being of the opinion that

definite and comstructive steps should be taken to the end
that the GreaE'Wbstern Power Company of California renler
nore continuous and dependadvle electric service to its con-

swnere in Plumas County,

A IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that Great TWestern RPower-
Company of Californis proceed at once with the following

works

1. Congtruet 8 44 Z.V. transmission line
from a polnt on the present Las Pluras-
Versmont line near Smith'’s Point to or
nesr o the site of the Caribou plant,
gquivalent in capsacity to the present

inee "

Ingtall a substation at or near the site
of the Caribou plant of suck design that
it may be temporarily utilized for the
purpose of delivering.energy from las
Plumas for comstruction purposes at Cari-
bou, and thereafter for the pwrpose of
supplying energy £rom Carivom to con-
sumers in Dlumas County.

Reinsulate the existing Butt Creek-
Veremornt line for 44 Z.V. service and
¢lear the right of way for this line

of 2ll trees and underdrusk for & gis=
tance of at least 20 feet oach side of
the center line of poles and of all other
trees or brusk withir falling distance of
the line which msay be & menace to service
through the probabvility of the same fall-
ing into the line, and put the line gener-
ally in f£irst class operating corditiom.

Construct & 44 K.V, line from Butt Creek
to substation above mentiomed at Cariboum
of capacity &t least equivalent to that
of the presgent Las Plumss~Veramoznt line.

Install such switching equiyment as will
warxe possidlo the transmission of elec~
tricity from Las Plumasg %o Voramont either
by way oX Paxton or by way of Caribdou snd
Butt Croeek, or over the two lines in
parallel.

IT IS ZEREBY FURTETR ORDERED that the additionsl
facilities hereinabove prescribed shall be completed within
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five months from tke date of this order, inm a memmer satis-
factory to the Commission, snd that Great western Powor
Company of Califorris shall install such othex and additionnl
facillities as this Commission skhall hereafter £rom time to
time direct in Pursvance o0f the intent and puxpose of this

order.

The foxegoing Opinion and Order are heredby appzdved

and ordered filed as the Opinion szd Order of the Railrosd
Commiscsion of the State of California,

| od
Deted at Sexn Francisco, California, this 3~

day of ikkdz?f , 1920.

Commissioners.




