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In t;he 1!&t.ter o:!! tAe .A;pplies.tion of 
:sE.NICI.A. U1'.ER. COMPANY, ~ Corpo:r:8.-
ilion. for tal. ~mexgen¢:y xate; :ror w.a.-
ter funie:b.e.d 'to 'the City o~ :sen:te1~ 
and i'ts 1::l.b.a.bi tan ta. 

A. E. Shaw,. tor App11eant." 

jpplieation ~o.5570 

'VI. V. Goodman" for c:r:t:r of :Ben1e1a., 

D. .A.. Porter,. :r or 'the Southern Pae1f1e Com.P8%l3'. 

oprrrrOlt - ....... -~--

~ia :ts. IJJl &.ppliea:~1on by Benic.ia Wa.ter COtlpSollY" So public 

ut1.l1"C," eorporation, her&~ter referred 'to a.s 'the B.ppl1cs.nt .. 

engaged in 'the bus:t:ae:ss or supplYing water to the people o:r :Be:c.1e1&, 

tor authOrity "Co 1nItta1~ 8. ~mpora.ry :r~te to a.m.ort1ze. expenses in-

C1ll:'re:ct" and to :ce 1neu:c"X:'e~,. 1ll :rt2rn1sh1ng an omergen~ 2Xtpply o:r 

.A public ilaaring 'Vl8.8 held in :gen:Leia" the ~ttel"' :aa.s. been 

submit~ci anci is now rea.ely' tor decis1on. 

The appliea.:tion allages in &='f'ect ths."C cming to de-:f'1e1ent 

rain:rall during seVe.ral. paat 1e~3: a.pplicant TS l:eS'&l.-Vo1.re D.a.V& 

not beell fille.a:.; that a.iU"ing tAe P6.St yetJ-r there :baa been prae-

tieally no rtmoZZ into its res&rvoirs; and ~t. the supply aV&il- .. 

1. 



al>le for use. by its. cox::.sumers 18 now a.lmost. exb.a:lls'tecl., maJd.'C8 1 t 

ne.ce-as.e.ry to se.e.u.r& we. te.r from 'the Sa.er6m~nt 0 F.1 var a:c.d. 'to trans-

port. the same "", 0 :Benic 1& by means o~ "",ug and. barge. 

~eati~ony by applicant's enginoer sets forth the estimated 

·e.OS'C o~ prond1ng the emergen~ sUJ)l'17 as :follows: 

~ehase and !nstall&~ion ox Barge o~ 300,000 
gallons cs.pa.c1 ty, ~d othe,r e-qu1:pme nt, •••••••• $37 ,467.54 

Opera:ti on ot Barge, Trl.g and ~1.ng Equip-
~ent ~om ~r11 26, ~920, ~o Januar.1 ~,l92l, •• 40,046.82 

:Depreciatio::. on E'lUipment, ••••••••••••••••••••••• lS,735.77 

Total Co~, ••••••••••••• $5S,780.59 

1!b.e ~ots.l delivery of water is estimated as &3·,750,000 

gallons at a. cost o:f $0.92 per thou:s.a.nd gs.llona. 

:Barging o:! 1lat.er Vl$.$ commenced on .April 26.th .. 'o'tt't not all 

of 'the equipment includ.ed. 1n the :foregoing estiIlla.tc of cost. ~s. 

. been purehasad and. 1nStaJ.led., and. it not eventue.lly required "1l11l 

:reault 1:0. So s.ome\'1~t lower cost por 'tho'tlS~d gs.llona. 
. . 

Applic.a.:a.t, asks perm1ss:Lon to inStall emergencY' ra.tes :l:or 

water cle1ivored. to conStmlers. ane. to continue such rates in e:t:fec't 

'lm.til tbe ent.ire- extrs.ord1:car:,v ~ensG is smort1ze<t. The present 

nguls.rly &s-ta.bll.shod. m~s and. the e:nergenc7 rates asked for ~e 

as. :f' OllOVTS : 

:!lres&:c.t . ~'{;ee Aateea. J!'or . .. .. .. . .. Sched.ule.: ScJle.d'tde: . , . 
: Ra.tes. .. "Aft . "E" . .. .. .. 

Fi~ 20.000 gallo:s, per lOoo ga.l. $0.60 $i~S2 '$i.5o 
!!ext. 10,000 " ". " " .0.55 .1.47· .1.50 

" lO,OOO " '" " " 0,.50 1.42- 1.50 . . 
TI' lO,OOO IT 11' TT TT 0.45 1.03'1: 1.50 ~ - . -
" 25.000 " " " n: 0.40 1.32- 1.50 . -" . 25.000 ft' " tT' n- 0.35 1.27 1..50 . -OVer lOO.OOO " " Tf " 0'.2-9 1.21 l.SO -

~ontill7 M=tn1.,'O'tIm..~el:.t .. for .5/8 1n.. 
m&ter allow.ing.Z.500 gallona, •.••• 1.50 ~.'l0 

J)o. "l.500" -..... _ ... --- 2.25 
C~ty of ~8n1~1& per mon~ ............ 100.00 l60.00- lOO.OO 

:tile 'CCst1:zlo:cy oi':reratL shows. t~:t the ,reeent shortage o~ 
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~t.e:r ha.e been c.a.use(l by 'grea.t increase 1n uee o~ we..te:r, d.ue "to 

waZ' aetiv:i.t.1es, oceu.rr1ng during e. l'o:cio,d of a:bno:rms.ll:r IJ:r:'y 

yeare.. It is ap:P8Sellt tha.t immedia.te steps should be taken by 

tJle utility ~o devise means 0:1: 1n~easing ita ws:ter 3 Ul'Ply and 

to p:e.vent a. :re~e.nee, of the preee,nt em$rgeney .. 

It is a.lso a.pparetl:1i that a.pplieant is not. now r6'¢.eiving 

sntfie1~nt revenue from the sale of w~r ~t its regularly &$-

ta,"l)11sJl&,- ra.tes. to provic!e. :for the ex:t::raordinary expene& o:t the' 

emergency supply. 
It. i.e. therefore ev.tdent th.a:~ s.ppl:tes.nt 1e entitled to 8. 

tempor~ inerea.se: in ra.te.a • 

.a. c:e.retta c.oll$.1c:Iera.tion ()~ a.ll the e1re'tlmStanCGs, indie.a.tee . 
that it will be. W100 to amortiz.e- the extra.ordiXlSl'7 expense. in 

$0 :f'ar as. is posSi'bl&, as i"t oeeurs, and not to 8.l>:t'El.8<l the tt:Clor-

t1z.a:~ion. over So series. o~ years. 

~e ~c.tual to~ eost of provi~ the e~~eney ~pply 

ea:c:c.ot. of c:ourse, 0& s.eeur&~ly. s.seertt:d:c.e:d lmt1.1 the emergene,. 

has paased., applieaxrt.' 8: :reeervoirs axe replenished by rsin:t:e.ll.. 

a.M the eme:rgene,. e.qu1pment hs.s 'bean sold or o-e.he-%'W1se disposed 

of. It 1s probable th8.t the e.me-rgencj" condition vdll end a.'Oout 

J'QJlu.ary 1, 1921. !I!'.c.e rates fixed. 1n the a.cc:omp~.J.tJ.g orde,r will 

how.&ver 0.0 su·c8'tantial justie& to "ootb. a:pplicant .and consumers.. 

Farti:.er investiga.tions will. 'be ma.6.& .oy the Commission ::\!'rom time 

to time a.n(i such e.uppleme:c:t.s.l orders W11l be- l.es:a.ed as are :r&-

ORDER 
~ ......... ----

Benie1~ W~ter Co~a=y A&v1ng mad.e s~~lic~tion ~or per.cis-

$.ion to ins,l~l. an E:L:lEk~genc.y ra.~ to ·ce cll.argeG. by s~1d. :Benicia. 

Vla.te:r: COmpa:c.y '~o its. conc:wc.e:rs, a. pu"clic. hee.r1ng having bee:c. 
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held there-on, and 'oeing l.~~ actVised 1n the .olCi.tt&r. 

1:.0.& Raoilroad. CO::missl.on Aere-by Zinds .&.S e. ~aet tha.t tho ra.tea 

now chaJ:ged by Benicia. W'a.te= Company are unjuet and ~ona.bl& in 

so far as they ct1:r:!er :O:om. tbe %'a.t&s here1n ea:ts.blisb.ed, and the.t 

the r&te~ herein ~bl1shad are just and ressonabla rates to be 

ehsrge-a: by Eenie1& Ws:t&X' Company .. 

J3a.s.ille ita order 'ttJ?on the fore-gOillg Zind1ng of :ta.ct. s.nd upon 

the stateme:tl'i;s of !s.c:'i; eontained. in 't';h6. opim.o.n proeeding this 

order, 

I~ IS 8 ).:reSBY ORDEEEJ:)' tha.t :8en1.ei& Wa.ter COLlJ?&Jl,Y be e.:c.d. the 

same is: he:re·oy au:t:iloriz.e.c! and. d.1rec~d to :rile With the RAilroad 
"-

Comm.issio:c. v:1tb.1n 'ten (10) days :frott 'the de:te o:! thia order. and: 
, 

to he%'e:.a.:fter charge :for all meter res.dinga subsequent to J'tzne 1" 

1920. and 'ttllt11 :further order o:r the COmmisS1on" t:be :following 

:cs..te-s ~or water served to the 1nlla.b-itants o~ J3enie18 and Vie1J::r1t:,v: 

R.Al!E SCHED'OI.E': 

§irst 20,000 gallons, p6r lOOO g~ona, ...... il.50 
Naxt 20.000 " " ~ ~ ••••• 1.4S 

"' 20 .000' tt 'tT" '! '" .. • ... l."O 
a 20.000 '" w '" '" ...... 1.SS 

Ov&r 80,000 "f! ~ " 1T .. • • •• l.ZO 
l!onthlymi.n:i'rntraJ. :catc ='or S/S .1neh mater, 

per montA ••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2.25 
Por eae.b. J./4. 1neh ci.1ax:t&ter of meter aoov8' . 
. 5/S ineh. per mont:c., •••••••••• ~ ••••••••••• 0.50 
~cipal use, ~e~ montA" •••••••••••••••••• 160.00 

ZAe colleetion Of the :rs;',es :b.erein els:tablishea. is expreesJ..y . . . 
eo:.ad,1tione:c1 'ttpon the 6.pplieant hE'lre.in ='1l1ng W1 th. the Rs.1l:o-.a.d 

COrm::riss1Oll., Within "n1netzr (90) days ~om the date o~ this ca:cIer. 

deta1le·d plans and s:Pee1f1es.tiol'lS :for inc:z:e.a.sing its wa.ter a.UPP17 

e.tt:f':f1c1ently to :prevent a. :r:e=renee of the preS&lJ:t shox-t.s.ge-. . 

.AJ.':D I!r IS ~ OEDZRED ths.t Benic.ia Wa:t<tr COmpany 8hs.l1.. 

on or ~ce='or6' the fifteenth fi.iJ.y of e-aeh IXtonth, :tile· With the- :R&1l-

roa.d COmm:1.sSion s. ste.t.ement. shoWi:lg the· revenues reeo1 VEtd :from the 

sale 0:1: water during the prec:ed.11Jg month at. the ~oreg01I1g emer-
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geney :r:s.tea and. e.~30 fI. s:c.a.uI!ent ehow1ng w~'C :eevenuee wcul.d. ha.vo 

'be en re eo iva d a. t the regtl.le.rly esta'l) l:i:3ho. Q. :re. te a. 
~e forego'i:lg opil:don and order are here.bl" approvec1 and or­

dered tiled as t:be opinion s.nd order of the. P.a1lroad Commies1on 

of the St&te o~ CSlifornia. 
Da.ted. a.t. San Francisco. 

0:1: bt · 1920. 
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