Decision No. 74 EXge
/

In the latter o the spplication of
DENICTIA WATER CQIPANY, u Corpora-

tion, for an emergemcy rute For wa- Application No.5570
Ter furnished to the City of Benicia |
and its izhabitents.

A« E. Shaw, for Applicant,
W. V. Goodman, for City of Benicia,
D. A. Portexr, Tor the Southern Pacific Company.

MARTIN, COMISSIONER.

is I8 un a.ﬁplica.‘tion by Benicis Water Company, a public
atility corporation, hereinafter referred to 83 the applicant,
engaged in the business or supplying water to the people of Benicia,
Tor authority vo inatall a temporary rate to amortize expenses in-
curred, &nd to be incurred, in Turnishing un emergency supply of
weter to its cousumers. |

A prblic nearing was held in Benicia, the matter nas been
suomitied and 1Is now ready zor decision.

“he application alleges in e¥fect that owing to dei’iéiefnt

raintall during several pust years applicant’a regervoirs have

ot been Filled; that during tne past yeur there uas beexn Prac-

Uically no runoff into its reservoirs; amd that the supply aveile -
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able for uwse by its corsumers is now almost exhausted, making it
necessary to secure water from the Sacramento River and to trans-
port the sume o Benicis by means of tug and barge.

Testizony oy applicant's engincer sets Lorth the estimated
.CO0ST 0¥ providing the emergency sSuprly as rollows:

Purchase and Installation of Barge of 300,000
gallons capacity, and other eq_uipment,........&? 467 .54

Operation or Barge, Tug and Pumping Equip-
ment From April 26, 1920, to January L,1921,.. 40,046.82

Dopreciation on Equipment,ceccecscnssaccccccsesess 18,733.77

TOLAl COBT,eracoccscssss5s,780.59

The Total delivery of water is estimated as 63, ’?50,006
gellons at & cost oF $0.92 per thousand gellons.

Barging of water was commenced on April 26th, out 1ot 8ll
of the equipment Included im the Troregeing estimate of cost has
‘been purchased and imstalled, and ir not even't:u.a.lly regquired will
result in & somewhat lowex ¢ost per taousand gallonsz.

Applicant asks permission to instell emexgency rates Tor
water Geliverod 10 consumers and to cortinue such rates Ln effect
wtil Lke entire extraordinary expense iz amortized. The prezseﬁt
regularly established raves and the emexgency rates asked Lor ure

as follows:

Rateg AzKeq 2or

Schedule - Schedule
” A" b "Bﬂ' .

Piret 20,000 gallozs, por 1000 ga.l - .2 8150
Jext 10, OOO Xe&T LS50

b 10,000 1-42.' 1050
10,000 1.37 1.50
25,000 1.52 1.50

" - 85,000 L.27 1.50
Ovexr 100 000 1.21 2450

Montnly Moo Paymer.‘c Zoxr. 5/8 in.

meter allom.ng 2,500 gallons eamas : 6470 ~—
Do. = i, »500 — 2.25
City of 3Zenicia yor month, .. 160.00 160.00

v
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T2e testimony oZfercd shows that the precent shortage of




water has been caused Dy great incresse in uwse of water, due to
wer sctivities, occurring 4uring & period of abnormally 4ry
yegrs. It is epparent that immediate steps shounld be 'ta,keﬁ by
the wtility to devise means of increasing ite water supply and
t0 prevent s recurrence O lthe present emergency.

It is also apparent that applicant is ot now recelving
surLicient revenue Irom the sale of water at its regularly es-
tablisned rates to provide -;or the extraordizary expense of the’
ensrgency Supply.

It s therefore evident trat gpplicant L& euntitled to &
tenporary increase in rates.

4 cerelul comsiderstion ox all the circumstances indicates
that it will be wise to amortize the extraordinary expence, in
g0 faxr as is possible, a8 iT occurs, and not to spread the amor-
tization over & series of yesrs.

e actusl total cost of providing the emergency supply
caxnot, of course, be accurately ascertained wmtil the emergency
has passed, applicaxt’s reservoirs are repleniched by rainfell,
and the emergency egquipment has been £0ld or otherwise disposed
of. It 48 probauble that the emergency condition will end avout
Jenvery 1, 1921. The rates fixed in tThe accompanying order will

however 6o suwbstantial justice to voth applicant and consumers.

E‘ai'thar investigations will e made vy the Commission from time

t0 time and such supplemexntal ordexrs will bhe Lssued a8 are re-~
guired.

Bexdiciu Water Coxpaxny naving made application Xor permid-
alon t0 instull an energency rate 10 ve charged oy said Benicis

Water Company ¥0 its consumers, o pudblic héaring huving been




neld theroon, axnd deing fully sdvized in the natter,

The Ra.izroa.d Commissior nereby Finds &as a fect that the rateg

novw cha:::gea by Benicia Weter C!omva.mz axre unjus'c and wressonsble in
80 far as they dixfer from the rates herein ea‘ta.blished, and that
the rates herein established are just and reasonable rates to be
ckarged by Benfcia Water Company.

Basing ite order wpon the foregoing Iinding of fact and wpon
thoe statements of:‘ fact contained in the opiznion preceding this
ordex, N

17 IS EXRERY ORDZRED that Benicis Water Compuny e and the
seme is herezby émhofizeé‘. and diredted %0 ¥ile with the Ro:\ilroa.a
Commisslion within Ten (20) doys from The date o thig oxder, and
o hereafter charge for all meter resdings subsequent to Jume 1,
1920, axd mantil farther order oY the Commission, the Lollowing
rates for water served to the imbabitants of Benicis and vicinity:

RATE SCEEDULE:
Mrst 20,000 gallons pex 3.000 gullona,.....:::;l.so,

Nex*‘ 20,000 ccass Ledd

20,000 4 r " v cecce Lokl

'.’ ,OOO o ™ " g cscee Lo3D

Over 80,000 " g i v sssse 130
Yontnly minimum rate Tor 5/& inch meter,

p&rm:on’ba.,-..--...-.-... oo hsvssosrrnen &.25
For each 1/4 Inch diameter of meter above -

5/8 mch Per momn'.ﬂ..........’......... o.bo

m:micipa.l W30, PEr MONLR,eccccenveecsosnronealb0.00

The ¢ollection of the rates herein esteblished is expressly
conditioned uwpon the applicaent hm:ein T1ling with . the Railroad
Commission, within ninety (90) days irom the date of this acder,
detailed pie.ns and speciﬁ.ca'cions fox incma.sing its water supply

- suXficiently to prevent a recurrence of the Present shortage.

AXD IT IS FURTHER ORDERED thatl Benicis Water Company shell,
on or beore the rifteenth duy of esch month, £ile Wwith the Eail
rosd Commission a statoment showing the revemues recoived from 'the.

sele of water during toe vreceding monta &t the forego:\'.ng enOY~
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gency rates and also s statement showing whev revexues werld have
veen recoived at the regulerly estaublished rates.

The foregoing opinion and order are heredy approved and or=-
dered filed as the opinion and order of Tthe Ba.ilroa.d Commiﬁsion
of the State of Califorais.

»

: 27 |
Dated at San Francisco, Californis, this = day

ot 3“-7 sy 2920.

M"

Dp it (VL g A

Comumissloners.




