Decision No. 278 9

BEFORE TE® RLIIEOAZD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. |
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In the Matter of the Application of . )

' Santa Fe Express & Draying Co.. )

Merchants Bxpress & Draying Co., )

imericsn Transfexr & Storage Co., )

Psoples Express Co., . )

. Xellogg's Express Co., ' )
Joll,Weidexr Transfer & Storage Co., )

Austin Freight & Tramsportation Co., }  APPLICATION X0.5303.
Williens Motor Bxpress & Draying Co.,) o
United Tramsfer Co., . )

OaXklend Parcel Delivery, }

Richmond. Motor Express Company, }

for & horizontal incresase of twenty )

(20%) 4n their freight ratea.. )

AL 4. Van Dine, for Applicenmte.
TOVELAND, COMIISSIONER:

OPINION

The eleven applican‘ts in 'bhis procee&mg sxre emtomotive
trmpor‘tation companies opara.ting betwean San I’::a.nciaca and the
east bay clities (Oskland, Berkeley, Alameds., Piedmont, Emermne
Fruitvale and Mo:L'roaa) The applicaxnts pe‘titioned. foxr & horizqntal :
increass of 20 per cent in their present fresght rates. This
goplication wa.a heard at San Francieco 10 a.n. Febmary 27, 1920
a:né. is now :ready forxr deciaﬂ.on.

These ssme spplicante, with the oxception of Eu.ll 'Zeid.er
Transfer & Storage Co., in Applications 2845, 3846, 384'7,5849;, 5850,
5851, 2852, 3850 aud 3854 made spplication in 1918 for o general in-
crease In rstes.  The COmmissibn. in its Decision ﬁov. 5687,

July 17, 1918, granted the imcreases requested.




These same zpplicants, in Aﬁplication No. 5010, with
the exception of the Richmond 'Motor Em_ﬁresa Co., filed in
Octobexr, 1919, another spplication for a 20 perxr cent increase iz
rates and a hearing wae held thereon October 15, 19‘19, but ow’ixig
to the showing made by the applicsnte the la'btéz: reg_ﬁested that
the case be dismissed without prejuiice. The Commission in its
Decision No. 6958, rendered Decembder 17, 1919, suthorized the
dicmissal of Application No. 5010.

In the three hesrings had by these applicants it was
developed._fh&t all of the applicants, In sddition to their trans-
bay business, do d local drayage, hauling and cer distriduting
business in Oalland and the other tremsbey cities. Witk most
of them the transbay hauling is incidertal to their local business.
Thelxr booke have not heen ke)é't in & wenner permitting of & com-
plete and positive segregstion betweer thece different kizmds c:“.’
buaineas for the reason that the service 18 performed by the |
same employees and with the sa.me eq_uipment.

4 statement of the gross revenue. operating expenses
and total assets and li.a.bil:.ﬁoa of six of the sapplicants, the
Merchants Express & Dreying Co., Peoples Express Company,
American Trensfer & Storage Co., Sants Fe Express &'Dréymg_ co.,
Hall Weider Tremefer & Storage Co. eand Kellogg Express Co.,
showe trat at present, at least one of these companies is operating
&t an actual loss and the others are operating at varying profite
withowt a remamerstive return wpon their investment.

The figures referred to are t0 & considersble extent

ostimated, for the reason indicated in the £oregoing paragraphs,
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that the applicents have not kept their books in & éomprehé}auvo
mannex. ' |

The showling made by the petitioners as to the cost of
perfoming'the service 1s sufificlent, in my oj;i:a.ion, to support
the comclusion that their present rates are wnremmmerstive smd that
tho epplication should be granted in part,~ that these potitiomré
should be authorized to increase thoelir rates by 10 per cent.

For the reasons heretolors sel forth, I am for the
prosexnt not inclined +0 pass upon the merits of this gpplication,
other than to permit a moderato Lmcrease during a tesat period 1ia
order to zscertsain what smounts would accrue té theo applican:ca
under such modexately increased rates. |

Towaver, under existing conditions, due to the sbnormal
advance in o;per&tingl exponses and Iz materlels used, including
increased wages, etc., I am oL the opinion that the rates now in
effect are mrememtiﬂ and that the applicants should “be

granted a temporai:y Increese in rates. I submit the following

fLorm of order:

The Sante Fe Express & Draying Co., Merchan’_cs Expreas
& Dreying Co., Americen Trensfer & Storage Co., Peoples Bxpress
Co., Xellogg's Bxpress Co.p Hull,Teider Transfer & Storsge Co.,
instin Freight & Transportation Co.. Villisms Motor Express &
Draying Co., United Transfer Co., Osldend Parcel Delivery, eud
Richmond Motor E:.?reéa Co., have applied to this Commission to
increase certaln rates for the transportation of fxe‘ight between
San Francisco &nd the east bay cities (Oeklexnd, Berkeley, Alemede,

2iedmont, Emeryville, Fruitvele aud lelrose) and the into‘medi‘ate'
: -5~ :
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points, &8s Set- :Eorth in the opim.on,‘ and 8 hearing.ha.ving been
hel&., the Commission being :ml_ly advised in the premises snd basing
its £indings on the opinion which precedes this orler, |
I? IS EZREBY ORDERED that these trensportstion compenlies be
and the same heredby are swvaorized to establish ana. publish their
'cariﬂs, to be L£iled with this Commission effoctive July 1, 1920,
rates 10 per cent higher them thoSe Set forth iz their tariffs mow

on £ile with this Commlssion, 4isposition of Practions to be as

follows:
Less than .25¢ omit.

-25¢ to .75¢ will be comnted ome-half.
Over .754 will be counted next higher number.

The rates herein suthorized to be in offect fLor s'e'éen zﬁoﬁtha. ax~
piring Jenuary 51, 1921.

" The applicants will be required to adopt & comprehensive
method of bockkeeping and keep a3 & separate item their operafion’a
over which the Railroe.a Commission hag juriaﬂ.iétvi.on and as soon
efter Decexbexr 31, 1920 a3 possible the applica:b.t companies will
be requiredito make & report to the Reilrosd Commission setting
2orth just what eZfect on their revenue the incressed rates suthor-

- i1zed have had snd iIf such showing Justifies, the Commission may
then make the incresses permansnt.

The foregoing opinion and order are hereby approved and
ordered £iled a8 the o;pinion ond order of the Railroad cOmissibn
of the State of California. -

t A "
Deted at San Francisco.Californis,this /¢ day of June,l920.




