Decision No. 2§ 0 /

BRFORE THE RAILROAD COXMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In tkhe Latter of the Application of )
SQUTHERN PACINIC COLPANY for an order )
authorizing the consitruction of a drill) T
track at gredo in Stanford Avenue ) Application No. 5761.
¢rossing Doylo and Besudry Streets, in ) o
the Town of Emeryville, County of )
Alsmedsa, State of Califormia. ‘ )

Prank B. Austin for Soutnern Pacific Company.

J. 2. Mee for the Loe Estate.

Geo. Golder for certain resldents of Zmeryville.

¥e He Christie Lor Town of Zmeryville.

KARTIN, Commissioner.

In thiz application, filed June 1, 1920, the
Southern Paciflic Comvany seexs permission to construct a
drill track at grade in and along Stanford Avexnue and across
Doyle and Beaudry Streets in the Town of Imeryville, Alameda
Coﬁnty; Resolution Number 657, passed by the Board of Trustees
of Emeryville, grants permission for the construction of thig
track. |

Tee Southern Paclific Company started to construct
this spur track scross the ebove mentioned streets and along .
Stanford Avenue wWithout having first spplied to the pommissioh
for the necessary Order. Several property owners residing
o StanZord ivenue vetweern 3eaudry Street and'vallejq Street,‘

on 55th Street and on West Street f£iled a protest witk the

Coﬁmission on Xay 21 agalinst the dbullding of thé.épur track.




| A public hearing was held at Bmeryville on June 7,
1920, at whioh all of the Inferested partles were represented,
The spur track under consideration is one of several
gpur tracks designed to serve the néw-induatrial section of
Emeryville, which comprises about 75 or 80 acres lying approxi-
mately between Doyle and Harlsn Streets on the eaati the South-

ern Pacific right of way on the west, 8 line oné hundred and

-
»

ninety feet south of forty-fifth Street on the south and
Shattuck Avenue on the north. |

lThia tract kmown as the ﬁao Eﬁfate is now being im-
proved, subdivided and sold to 1ndustrial concerns, Ehrlan,
Follis and Horton Streets are being laid out from north to ebnth
and Santa Fe Avenue ard Porty-fifth Street are bteing 1laid out |
from east to west through the tract. These gtreets are being
built to conform to the most modexn types of construotion. In
addition some 2 miles of 6 inck mains, 15,000 feet of curd, and
sewer system are being installed. Storm waters have been taken care
of by draining the land into Temescal Creek.

Three drill tracks have beea laild out through the tract
from north to south 637 feet and 654 feet apert. Strips of land
43 feet in width are reserved along theeg drill tracks to serve
a8 rightes-of-way for the various irdustry spurs to he served by
the drill tracks. The most easterly Adrill track will serve lots
1 snd 8 inclueive and runs about midway between Harlan and Hollis
Streets. The center drill track will serve lots 9 to 13 inolu-
give and runse midwar between Hollis and Horton Streeta. The third‘;

track runs below Horton Stree- and will sexve lots 17, 18 and 19. E

At the vnresent time the Sherwin Williesms Company is located on
Lot 18, the Zast Bay Chemical Company is on Tote 17 and 18, the
Testern Alwminum Company is located on Lot 12 and the Wbaterﬁ
Canning Company ie on Lot 4. TIwo or three more industries have




definitely located on Tots 8 awmd 9 aud 17. - ‘

It 45 desired to comnect the two northerly drill tracks
witkh a siding rumaing parallel with the Southern Pacific sub-
urban doudle track lime to Borkeley. The mortherly drill track
will connect with this siding by an 18 degwee curve 1o the west.
The center drlll track will connect with the siding by an 18
degree curve o the east, Tnese two curves will cross in Stan-
ford Avenue between Fifth and Sixth Stree?s. The Southern
Pacific Company desires to exxend‘#he siding connecting wifh
tae drill tracks along Stanford Avexue, as a tail track to
the city limits of Zmeryville, where it wi;l join the east-
vound track of the suburban lines. This proposed tall track
will cross Doyle and Beaudry Streets at grade. The Southern
Pacific Company has a right-of-way 35 feot wide along the |
center of this section of Stanford Avenue whlck 1s 120 feet
in width. The width of otrect between the curb line and the
right-of—way line along the south side of Stanford Avenue
hotween Doyle and Vallejo Strests is twenty-four and one-
nal®f foet. Tho proposed tail'tfaquwill ocouny & portion of
tals strip and will loave only about fifteen feet six inches
to sixteen Leet vetween the curbd dnd the side of a car.

The property owners :esidiné along the s.outh side
of Stanford Lvenue betwoen Doyle and Vallejo Streets pro-
tested the placing of an industrial spur track in such close
proximity to their homes, claiming that the value of their
property would be greatly depreciamted and that the noise of
the cars and switch engines would be intolerable, especiaily
during early xorning houxrs.

The testimony ¢ffered dy. applicants contends that
no damage will be suffared by protestants on accownt of the

location of this industrisl spur, as the value of‘their propexty

88 prospective 1ndustfial proyerty would ve greater than ité
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value a2s residenco proverty. JApplicants stated that the business
of this industrial section would increase rspidly and within

& year they expect %o handle sn aversge of twenty cars per day
from the industries located on the Mee tract. A4t the present
time probably ten cars yper day are nandled. Applicants testi-
fled trat it was impracticable to comnect up the two northerlyl

drill tracks with a curve, which would allow of all the switch-

ing teing done within the industrial site as such a curve would

bo of such short radius or high degree that large switch engines
and gondola cars would have great d;fficulty in negotiating it.
The engineering depa&tment of “he Commission investi~
gated the possidilities of installing a ourve between these two -
drill tr&éks in order to xoop as much of the switching off of
tae public streets as is vossible. The depaftment reports that
it is feasidble and éractical to instell an 18 degree or 18° . 157
curve between these two trscks whick cowld handle long trains
of cars and the department thefafore recommends that trains
0% not more than ten cars be handled on & tail track on Stan~-
Zord Lvenue, extonding as far ecast ss the east lime of Doyle
Street, with thq roint ol switch‘twenty Leot east of the aast

line of Doyle Streot. Such & tall track would khandle the exigt-
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ing traffic of this Industrial track. 4n alternative plan
would be to install a track perallel and about eighteen Zeet
aictant from the north limo of the Lee property snd connecting
by & 15 degree ourve to the west with the 18 degree cuxrve from
the center &rill <rack through the Mes Lstate, and also_c;npeot-
ing with the siding along tke south side of the suburbsn lines
at a voint nesr the east line of Sixth St.

It is aciknowledged tast good englzeering practice
in railroad track layouts sesks the comstruction of tracks with
ninimm curvature and grados. Howevexr, the curvatures of 15
degrees %o 18° 207, considered for this layout oy the Commiséion?s

engineering department, while neavy, are not impractical‘nor in
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exéess of the curvature oftea insialled vy the large.r&ilxoad
systens Loxr switching purpvoses and by some of the short line
railroads for main line track. For instance at Clement. Junce
tion, Los &ngeies, the Hammond Iuxver Company, oné of the 1argést

lunber companies in XNos Angeles, is served by two tracks con-

noected by one huudred and eighty degroes of 17 degres 30 minute

curve la & layout very similar to the ono suggested for tais
industrial sectlion in Zmeryville. Tke old Los lLngoles Larket
necr 6tk and MIY1l Streets, Ios .Angeles, was served by & track
with 90 degrees ol 20 dogres curve and 90 degrees of 2% dogree
36 minute curve joined by less then twe huandred fect of tangent.
& glance at the map of the Southern Racific Compeny's yard tracks
in Sen Frencisco-in the vicinity of Nariposa, Illixois, Sixth
and Seveonth Strests will skow meny 90'dégree curves of twonty

to twenty-two degrees curvature, 500 of which sre reverse
curves. Instances of heavy curvaturelon‘main line tracks are
glven in the 136 degrees of 18 degree curve on 2.56 percent
grades of *he Sierrs Rallway near Black Osk and the 235 degrees
of 24 degree curve on the Californis Jestera Ruilroad and Navi-
gation Company not fdr from Willits.

e vrosiding Commi°sioner believes that while the
installation of the proposed tail track will not greatly incrsase
the hazard of the crossings of Doyls and Beaudry Streasts, it
will Increuse the inconvenience and hazard o using that portion
of Starnfori Avenus votween Doyle and Tall Lejo Street and will
decrease the desirability of this nroPerty pideho residence purposes.

The growth of thiz industrial section of Bmeryville
requlres proper raiiroad facilities. Jhose proposed by the

Southern Pacific Company anticipate a conaidef&bleﬂincrease‘
in this growth. The presid;ng Comnissionor feols convinced
that the track layout proposed by the Commission's Zuglnoering
Department is ample to care for gll of the existing"businesa
o this section and to provide for consideradvle future growth.
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'Ultimately'this entire portion of Bmeryville will probadly
become an industrial section. IL such is the case it may be
necessary to install additional track facilitles at that time.
It is recommended thet the suégestiona oL the Commission'a |
Engineering Depariment be carried out. That portion of the
applicetion relating to a grade crossing at Doyle Street should
be granted, but that portion covering the’installation éf tae
tall track in Stanford Lvenuwe between Doyle and Vallejo Streets
and the crossing of Boaudry Street skould be donled. The switch
of the tall track near the esst line of Doyle Street should bve
connected with and operated from the Shellmound Tower and Pro=
tected by proper siznels. Tho Shell-mound tower is an elactro-
pneumatic tower. “he teil track switeh at Doyle Street ﬁill
be avout 1600 feat from the tower which is well within inter-

locking limits.

Southern Racific Company heving on June 1, 1920,
applied to the Commission for permission to cdnstruct 8 arill
or tail track in Stanford ‘venue sud at grade across Doyle
and 3Zeeuwldry Streets, as shown on the msp attached to the
gpplication; a public hoaring hsaving veen neld and the Com-
misgion veing Tully asnrised in the premises and of the

opinion that the application should be denied in part and

granted in part as hereimbefore indicated and subject to cex-

tein conditions, _

IT IS ZEREBY ORDERZD, That the Southexrn Pucifie Com-
pény be and it is hereby'denied the authoxrity to construct a
drill track in Stenford Lvenue vetwesn Beaudry & Vallejo Stroets

and across Beaudry Street.




IT IS FURTHZR ORDZRED, That that portion of the drill
track already lald scross Besudry Street and in Stanford Avenue
between Besudry aad VelleJo Streets snall be removed and the street
restored to its .former condition. .

17 IS FURTEER ORDEIRED, That the Southern Pacific Comw
pany oe and‘the 3sme boreby is granted pormission to install a
drill track in Stanford Avenue and across Doyle Street and con-
ne¢ting with the east-vound track of the éubﬁxban Zlectric lines
in such manmer that thae point of switeh of such track shall be

distant not more tran twenty feet sast of the easteily line of

Doyle Street, said track to be installed subject to the Lollow~

ing conditions:

1. The switch into the eastbound track of the sub~
urban electric lines shall be comnected with snd operated from
the Shellmound Tower and shall be protected oy propér signals,
all to be installed et the expense of applicant.

2. The ontire expemse of constructing the erossing at
Doyle Street shall be borne by the applicant.

. The entire expense of maintaining the crossing in
good &and fi:st-class condition, for the gafe and convenient
use of the public shall be borne by the applicant. |

4. Saild crcssing shall be constructed of & width and
type of construction to conform to those portions of Doyle
Streot to De crossed as now graded, with grades of approach
1ot exceeding Zour (4) percent; shall be nrotected by & sult-
able crossing sign, aﬁd shall in every wey be made safe for
the passage thereover ol vehiocles and other road traffic.

5. The Commigsion reserves tha right to make such
further orders relative to the location, construction, opera-
tion, maintensnce and protection of said crossings as fo it
nay seom right and proper, and to revoke 1ts mermission if,

in 1ts judgment, the public convenlence and necessity demand

suek action.




The foregoing Opinion and Order are hareby approved

and ordered Filed as The Opinion and Order of tfhe railroad

Commission of the State of falifornis.

A
. Dated at San Freacisco, California, this 7 /,-‘/
day of June, 1920. |

Commissioners.




