Decision No. V5§ 7 &

BEFORE IIE RAILROAD COIZZXSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Natter of the Appliestion
of RUSSIAN RIVER WATER COMPANY fox

an oxder adjusting and £ixlng rates
to oconsumers at lMonte Rio, Mess
Grande, Sheridsn and adjacent ter-

ritory.

Applicstion No.5470.

N N St st Nt

A. F. Lemberger, for Applicant,

Ceocil Raymond, for Water Consumers' Assoclation.

BY TEE COLILZISSION:

OPIXNION

The applicant in the sbove entitled procesding asks for an
order Lixing rates to be charged for water delivered to consumers
in Monte Rio, Mesa Grande, Sheridan and adjacent terxitory, aﬁm—
mer resoxrts located along the Russisn River in Sonoms County.

It is alleged in effect that the rates heretofore establishe
od by this Commission are non-compensatory and 4o not.produce 
sufficient revenue to c¢cover maintenance and operation expense,
depiediation and & ressonable return upon the investment.

Applicant therefore asks the Commission to £ix s schedule

of equitable rates to be charged Lor water Qelivered to its con-

swners.

A public hearing was held at which all Interestaed parties
were given an opportunity to be heaxd.

Testimony shows that the water systems of lount Jackson
Tater and Power Company, Russlan River Helghts Water Company
and Guernewood Park Developmert Company, publle utilities
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guprlying other summer resoxrts in the vicinity, Including the
towvn of Guerneville, are owned Dby thevsape intsrests controlling
the ZEmassien River Yster Compeny.

L%t the present time the £oﬁr separate utilities sre men-
aged snd operated Jointly, and It i1s the intention, in the near
future, to comsolidate them Durther bty means of cextain plpe con-
nections into two operating aistricts.

The eatimated originsl cost of the property &s determined
by the Commission’s kydraunlic engineéra was $17,571, end the de~
precistion exmuity, calculated by the sinking fund method, §302.

A study of the testimony indicstes that a reasbnahlq allow-
ance for maintensnce and operation expense will be $2,900 per year,
and that the totel annual charges based mwpon the foregoing fig-
ures amount to $4,608.

The revenues gerived from the sale 0f water in 1918 amonnted 

to (2,540 and in 1919 to 32,561, indicating that the uwtility is

ontitled to an inerease in retes.
The present rates charged by applicant are a8 follows:

1. A minimum smuel charge for both metered and
flat rate servics of 35.00 per service, pay-
sble in advance.

In additior to the minimum ammusl charge of
35.00 per service, payment for each month or
fraction thereof during which water is used
will be as follows:

{a) Matersd Service
For the first 500 cubic feet, 15¢ por 100 cubic.Zt.
Tor the next 1500 " 124
For all over 2000 7 w4 T omow ?
Winimum monthly charge fox service, . $0.75.

(b) Flat Rate Sexrvice

Por each month or fraction thereof, per sexrv-
ice - - L4 - - - v a L - - - - - L ] » i - -« $O 75

The records for 1919 show & total of 249 fLlat rate cqnsumers
and 39 consumers served through meters.

Applicant serves a district which may be classed as & suumer
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colony in that a large majfority of the consumers oceupy their

residences and use water during only & few of the summer months.

It is essential that o Lorm of rate bhe established wherein those
consumers using weter only o small portion of the year, but hav-
ing it aveillsble at all times, shall yay thelr just proyortion
of the amnual charges and not place an undue burden uwpon the fe&
permanant residents.

The rate schedule set out in the sccompanying order is de-
signed to distridute the charges equitably among’permanent ard
gummer residents and to do substantial justlice to both the con-

sumers and the utility.

Russian River Water Company having nsde application in the
sbove entitled procesding, & publlic hearing having been held there~
on, snd the Cormission Leing fully sdvised in the matter, |

It is Hereby Found as s Fact, that the rates now charged by

Russien River Water Compsny for water delivered to its conswmers
are wnjust and unreasonctle in so fer as they differ fLrom the
retes horein established, and that the rates herein established
are Jusf end reasonohle rates to e charged for such service; anmd
basihg its order upon tre foregoirg finaing‘of_fact sud upon the-\
stetemerts 0L faet contaired in the praceding opinion,

I? 15 Z¥RSBY ORDERED thet Russien River Water Compeny be
aﬁd it 18 hexreby authorized and directed to Lile with tﬁe Rail=
road Commigsion within twenty (20) iays from the date of thisy
order, and thereafter charge, the following schedule of rates for
ell weter delivered subsequent to June 30, 1920:
FLAT RATES | | |

Iinimum ennmual casrge, poyable Iin asdvence, which

antitles consumer to a meximum of 400 cubic
feet of water per montk for four months, . . . $14.00




For eack additlonazl month, which entitles the |
consumer to 400 cubic feet of water, . . . . $1.00

Mat rates fLor the entire year, payable in

advance, whloch entitles the consumer to
400 cubic feet of water montkly, « « » . - . 18.00

METIR RATES

Vindimum annual charge, payable 1ln advengs,
which entitles consumer to 400 cuble feot
of water per month for four months, . . . . $14.00

All use during other months, 400 cudie fset
OrlBSB,--.'-..-...--'.--.-. looo

For use 6ver 400 cubic feet:

Yoxt 3600 cubic fLeet, 20 cents per 100 cubic feet.
Over 4000  © v B " wo" i "

AXD IT IS EEREBY FURTIEZR ORDERED that Russian River Water
Company f£ile witk the Railrosd Commission within thirty ISO) déys
fron the date of thils oxrder amended rules and regulations to pro~
vide that the present method of computing xrates Lor the fiscal
year ending April 30th be chenged to the calender yesr for the
foture, also thet the applicant shall i1l consumers from May 1,
1920, to June 30, 1920, at tkhe rates heretoforevin effect, and
from July 1 to Docember 51, 1920, st the retes herein established.

Dated at Son Frameisco, Califormis, this _ /47 day oz
July, 1920. el
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‘ )




