
Deoision No. :7 f Y'd 
BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COlruISSION OF TEE STATE OF C.A.LlFORNIA 

In the Matter ot the Applica.tion of ) 
.NOR~ MONE~ G.ABDEN LAlf.DS 11A~ } 
OOMPANY,a oor~oration, for an'order) ApplicatLon No.5426~ 
authorizing 8.Xl. inorease 1n rates for') 
sales of ,wa.ter. ) 

R. C. LeveY,for applicant. 
1- O. Clemant, in ~ro~ria. ~arsona. 

BRUNDIGE, Commissioner. 

OPINION' ---- .... --

Applicant in the a.bove entitled proceeding alleges in ef-

fect tha.t it is a corporation engaged in supplying wa.ter to a.bout 

67 residents in North Uoneta. Garden Lands, a subdivision in Los 
Angeles County, and that the present rates do not produce suf-

ficient revenue to cover maintenance end operating expense, de-

preciation and a fair return upon the investment. The Commission 

is asked to fix just and equita.ble ra.tes. 
A publio hearing was held in Los Angeles a.t which all 1n-

terestedparties were given an opportunity to appear and be 

heard. 
Applioant is tJle owner of a. water system 1n North Moneta:' 

Garden ~act, a subdivision near Inglewood and adjoining Raw-" 

thorne. The system was installed primarily to aid in the sale 

of lands owned by its incorpora.tors. The lands were subdivided 

and. put on the market some ten years" &go end. embra.ced 480 a.cree. 

divided into 455 lota ot about one aore eaoh. 
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Th~ 1!ta~ Q~~ta~ ~~nsists of a w81~ equi;~e4 ~~h a L8~e-
13ow~er pump 4.1;;,eherg1:ng into a. 50.,000 gallon tank. The wa.ter 
is then oonveyed through ~2 and ~4 ~oh r1vo~od steel pipes an[ 

finally distributed through 4 inoh laterals. ~he laterals were 

originally connected by a 4 1nchma1n running east and west on 
Jlosenorsns Avenue .. but a :few years. ago the connecting main wa.a 
removed or disconneoted. thus greatly reducing the adequaoy o~ 

service, espeoially on the long laterals between ~111iams nnd 
Centen&l1a streets .. 

~e evidenoe shows that a~plioant has not been diligent in 

repairing its system.. ~s failure to rG~a1r pipes has permitted 
large quantities o~ water to waste, and has decreased the ade-

quacy of tbe service.. I em o~ the opinion that such conditions 

Should not be ,Permitted to exist, and shall recommend that the 

repair of these laake, the rendition o~ good service and the 

restoration of the main on Rosencrans Avenue be made a oondition 

of the establ1shment of an increased ra.te aohed"DJ.e .. 

~e ,Present ratos are as follows: 

DOMESTIC RA~S 

Fla.t rate o£ $1.50 ~er month for wa.ter'delivered 
through a 5/4 inch pipe attached to a 4 inoh main. , 

IaRIGA~ION RA~S 

1.. Flat rate of 50 cents per hour for water 
delivered through a 2 inoh hydrant attaohed 
to a 4 inoh main. 

2. Metered rate of 6 cants ~er 100 oub10 feet 
when the consumer ~ishes the meter, or 
of 7t oents per 100 cubi0 feat when the 
meter is furnished by the comp~ .. 

No reoord is available to show the amount of water pumped. 

A detailed inventory and a'ppl'a.isal of the ,Property was made 

by the Commission's hydraulic engineers, as well as an estimate 

of maintenanoe and o~era.t1on expense and depreciation w:mU1ty. 
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znese are as ~ollows: 
Estimated original. cost o:f system, .. • .. .$2.5,067 
De~reeiation annUity calculated upon 

tho 6 per cent. Sinking fund method, ... 644 
Zst1mated mainten~ce end operation 

expense, .. • .. • .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .... 2,0.59 

Tota~ annual oharges based upon the ~orago1ng ~igur&6 

amount to $4,708. 

Operating revenues as Shown by the utility's annual reports 

Were :~l, 393. 68 :fo·r 1918 and $1,625 .. 26 for 1919. 

~ere is var~ little indication that applioant can e~ect 

~v material increase in the number of consumers fo~ several 

1ears to come; a:o.d, as onl~ 67 out of a. total. ot' 455 lots have 

been ·ouilt upon, it is allPe.:rent that the present consumers oan-
not reasona.bly be ca.lled. upon t,o pay the total annual oharges 

for a system capable of serving several times as many consum-
ers. Howevor, the rates fixed in the acoompanying order will do 

substantial justioe to both the consumers and the utility. 

I submit the folloWing form ot ord.er. 

:North Moneta Garclen Lands water Comp8.IJ3' having made a'pp11,-
ca.tion 1n the above entitled proceed1:cg, a public hearing hav-

ing been held thereon, and t~G Comm1asio~ being fUllY 1n£o~ed 

1!?- the matter J 

It is Eerebl Foun~ as a ~aet th~t the rates now charged 

by Nor~ ~oneta Garden L~ds ~ator Company for water supplied to 
its consumers~ in so ~ar as they d1f~er trom the rates herein 

estab11shed J ere unjust and unreasonabla J and that the rates 

he~ein esta~11s~ed are just ana reasonable rates to be Charged 

for suoh service; and. b~sing its order', upon the foregoing: f1nd-

1ng of :faot and. upon. the state:l.onts of fact cont.e.ined. in the 

s. 



opinion preceding this order, 

IT IS RERZBY ORDERED that ~orth ~onet~ Garden Lands Water 
Company be and 1~ is hereby author1zo~ and .d1rected to file with 
the Ra.1lroM CO:nmis3ion witJ.lin twenty (20) d.aya trom the date 0"£ 

, ' ~. . 
tl::.1s order, snd. thereattar charge, the following rates for 

water: 
J)Om::STIC RATES 

1 • . For a 3/4 inch service attached. to a 4 
1noh mn1n. a mon~hly ~lat r&te for 
reSidences, boar~1ng houses or ten-
ements of 5 rooms or less, of .. .. .. .. • $1.50w 

lor each addi~1onal room, per month, .. .... 0.25 
AdditiOnAl tor private barn with not 

2.. 

more than two ~orses or cows or one 
automobile, ~er ~onth ............ .. 0.50 ..... Por as-oll ad.ditional horse or cow, per 
month • ",'. . . 4 • • • • • • • • • • • 0 .20" 

?or each additional a~tomobllG, por 
month • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ....... " .... 0.50 

Sprinkling or irrigation of lawns, 
shrubbery, trees, gardens, etc.,per 
square yard, per month .. • .. .. .. • .. .. . o.oot": . 

IRRI~TION RATES 

A flat rate per hour for water deliver-
ed through a 2 inch hydrant attached 
to ~ 4 inch main, ot • • . • • • • • • • $0.75 

All ot~er rates to remain the same as heretofore ~n effect. 

I~ IS HZREBY ~~ ORDERZD that North Uoneta Garden Lands 
~ater company be and it is hereby authorized to charge the above 

schedule of rates upon the following aonditions and not other-

wiae: 
1. ~D.t it l'rocood d.iligently to insta.l~ and. com'plete within 

siXty (60) days of the date hereof a four inch (4w)' pipe east and 
west along Rosencrans Avenue between Williams and Centenalia 

streets. 
2. Tlulot it proceed immediatelY to rel'e.ir 'broaks and. leaks 

in ita pipe system and complete same within thirty (30) days of 

the date he=eof. 
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z. ~hat it file written report with this Commission with-

in ten elO} days from the date hereof, setting torth a statement 

of work already performed hereunder and plans for the eompletion 
of the work, and also file written report each thirt~ days there~ 

after until its eompletion. 
The foregoing opinion and order are hereb~ approved and 

ordered f1led as the o~1nion and order of the Railroad Commission 
o~ the state of California. 

Da.ted at San Franciseo, California, this 
July, 1920. 

~ IS --- day ot 


