Decision No. ¥4 .

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMIIISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
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Loyplication No 5766.

In the matter of the Application of )
Deoor "Jarehouse Company foxr )
sathoxrity to increamse rates for )
storing and handling grain at Ducor )

Guy Kaupy for spplicant.

BY DHE COMMISSION.
QPINIOXN

Applicant is & corporation controlled by farmeia
engaged Iin growing grain in the vicinity of Ducor. Priﬁr to
June 1914 the warehouse at Ducor was one of several operated
by Valley Graln aund Warehouse COmpan#lin Fresno and Tulare
Counties slong the line of the Southern Pacific Compsny.

Rates fi1led et thet time arxe stil}}%fﬁect, guch rates together
with those proposed in the application being as follows:

“Present Proyosed
Rates Rates

Storsge, pexr season, per ton $1.00 $1.505-

Tnloading, welighing & delivering
per ion «3b .50

The vroperty involved, in addition %o $rucks,
écales and other ususl warshouse equipment, consista of onel.
corrugated iron building 50x200 feet, having s capacity of'f
200 tons of grain, and costing in 1914 $5000.00. Annual
rental of $31.7O is psid to Southern Pacific Company for
iand on which the warehouse is. located.

The applicetion is based mpon alleged increased

opersting costs, with particular reference to labor. OWing to
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the sudden decesse of its former menager, &pplicant has not

been able to assemble 1ts records 80 as t§ show operating reaults.
prioxr to 1919, exeept that an income atatemenf‘for 1918 o
shows a loss of $251.00._ For the fiscal year ending May 51,\

1990, & yrafit of 839,17 was realized.

A hearing on tho applicatiorn was held at Delano on

June 29, 1920. The testimony showed that the Inorease in cost
of warehouse. lnba; since 1914 has been 10074 or more, the |
daily wage being in 1914 $3.00 per day sgainst $6.00 at the
present 'time;- to wkich should be added the well known |
inefficiency of laboxr now obtalnable for warehouse work. In
the loading of cars under existing maximum tonnage rules, the
evidence showed that three men are required, where only one
men wes formerly needed. In further justification of the
proposed season rate of $1.50 per ton as against that of.
$1.25 requested in applicstion to incre#se rates for warehouse

. sexvice at Delano (See Application No. 5670), applicant
gontends that labor condi%ions are cntirely different and
fully Justify the kfighercharge at Ducor. There is no hotel
or other boarding place at Ducor amd no extre labor obtaln-
able; temporary lador picked up at other plsces must be taken
s distance of six miles for meals. It is applicanis opinion
that increased operating cost will sbsorb whatever additfonal
reverwe may result from the proposed rates. '

The application contalins a 1ist of eleven patrons

who store the greater portion of the tommage involved and

who state over their signatures that they consider the rates

proposed fair and reasonable. NO one appeared at the hearing

or other wise indicated opposition 1o the rates eought, although

the uwsual publicity was given including persbnal potice to gaoh

patron.




We are'of the opinion that.the rates proposed have
been Justified and should be authorized. -
OQRDER

Ducor Werehouse Company heving applied to the
| Redlroad Commission for suthority to increase waiehouee
rates, & hesring having been held thereon, the mattqi heving
been gubmitted, and the Commission being fully advised éa
to the merits of the roguwest. -

IT XS HSREBY FOUND £S A FACT that the ratga proposed
by epplicant and set out in this order are just erd reasoné
adle; and that the rates now in effect In so far as they con-
f1ict with said rates herein suthorized ere unjust and non-
compensatorye |

Basing this ordexr upon the foregoling findings of
fect and upon other facts stated in the preceding opinion,

I7 IS HEREBY CRDERED by the R&ilroa&.commission
of the State of California that Ducer Warehouse Compsny bé;
and the same horedy s, suthorized to publish, file enmd

.thereaxfer collect the following rates for stoxing and
handling graimr st Ducor: |
| - GRAIX -
Storage, por sessox ending May 31, per ton 81.50

nloading, weighing' end deliverimg (without
storage) per ton <50

Tated at Sen Francisco, Celifornia, this ;Zlbﬁfﬂﬂ
dey of July, 1920. m;ZfT_Tih_




