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Decision No. 2 s // - \

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF IHE STATE OF CALIFORNTIA.

In the mater of the application
of the Boaxd of Trustees of the
City of Taft, Kern County, Cali~

)
)
! Application No. 5547,
fornia, for am order authorizing g
)
)

& right of way over and acxoss

the right of way of the Sunset
Rai lroad Company at Teft, California.

Charles Del Bondio for City of Taft.
Zdson Abel for Jameson Townsite Company.
Frank B. Austin and F. il. Worthington for
Sunset Railrosd Company.

BY THE COMMTSSION:

This is an apoplication by the City of Ta:t
for an order suthorlzing the opening of Fourth Street in
seld City, across the right of way and tracks of the Sunset
Railro sd Company. B

4 public hearing upon the aprlication was
held at Bakersfield oy Examiner erstover.

| The City of Ta:ft, which has & population of

about 5000 is almost equally divided by the Sunset Railzoad
into two gectioms: North and South Taft. When the town was |
first located, the section south of the Railroad was subdivided
by Mr. Jemeson who leases the surface rights Loz building

purposes. Dater on, & tract was subdlvided on the north side




of the tracks without any buiiding or other restrictions, and
the business population of Taft moved to the north side of the
tracks where the ms joxr portion of the town is now located. There
is gtill, however, a large residence section sounth of the
tracks, snd 1t would appe axr thgt about nalf of the residents
live op this side of the track.

Tohe center of the business district 1s now
at Fourth and Center Stregta;(on the noxrth side of the town.
The principal strecis in North Taft are: Main Street, facing
the railroad, Center and North Stxeets, parallel to Main, and
Tourth Street from Main to North. The City is wow paving |
Fourth Street and intends to pave lain snd North Streets from
Second to Sixth Streets. In case the Fourth Street erossing
is opened it is intended to conmect Fourth Street with the
Bake;stield Highway, thus giving a direct route to both sec=~
tioms of the town. Center apd Sixth Streets have been paved
for sometime. Sixth Street, to the morth, is the ouxlef o
the county higaway toward Bakersfield. The new high school
is located on this street, several blocks noxth of lMain Street.
The postoffice and lidrary sre located on Center Street ﬁeaz
fFowrth, but tee poswifice is soon to be moved, under a ten
yeaxr lease, to the Fox Hotel on the corner of Fourth and Main
Streets. The fire house is located om Rouxth Street near

Xern, gbout 2% blocks from the crosslng. One of the gramuar
gschools of the‘town is on Second Street, several blocks north

of the railroad. This school does not include the sixth,
seventh and eighth grades, md the pupils in these grades must

&tieDd %0001 00 the SOUTL cide of fomn.

The malixn streets oxr the south slide ©f town

are: Wood Street and Acher Avenue. Formerly these gstreets




were uged in traveling from Taft to Laricops, but & short
cut from the iaricops highway to Center Street in North Taft
hes been installed and tekes most of this travel. There are |
two schools and & kindergaxrien on this side of town. -
Communication between the two sides of town
is obtaired by grade crossings over the railroad at Second
apd Sixth Streets, and by a £foot path at Fourth Street. Ihe
location of the two vealcular crossings makes travel from one
paxt of Taft to the other rather inconvepient and roundabout.
Fourth Street runs directly through the heart of both sectiona.
The Second Street crossing is of very little use, as Second
Street is blocked by o wash, & few blocks south of the tracks,
making it impasgssable to vehicles. It extends.north to the
city dump. There is practically mo traffic to be served east
0of Second Street to the north of Main Street.
The Railroéd Company objects to the opening
of Fonrth Street as it believes that the City is smply served
by the existing crossings end the pedestriam crossing at
Fourth Street. It élso points out that the view at the‘Fouxth
Street crossing will be badly obstructed by buildings and caia;
thathhe cxo ssing is over fLive tradks in the mein yard, and two
industriel spwrs; and further, tkat hand-brakes would have to
be set on all standing cars when trains are cut, on account
0f the heavy grede in the yard.
Generally the Commission is opposed %o the

opening of grade crossings through railroad yards, but in this

case, we have a tow of some five thousand {5000) people cut
in two, and with the exisiing crogsings rather iﬁconveniently
located; in fact the Second Street crossing is of very little

nse as appears above. The railroad company's objections to-tho




Féuzﬁh Street crossiﬁg apply equally to the two existing
ones. We believe that on account of their location'in

the yerd layout more switching is doxe over thenm than‘will
be done over Fourta Street. Comsldexing 880 that the two.
existing crossings are vot dedicated pdblic crogsings and
-thax thore axe only one or two regular tralns over this
vranch eack way daily, we feel that the public comvenience
and necessity which will be served by the opening of the
Fourth Street crossing will more than offset the inconvenience
to the railrosd company and the sdditional hazerd created.
We believe, howmever, that when this cxossing is opemed the
Second Street czossing should be closed. The application
should be grented with thet provislon. |

City of Taft having f£iled with the Conmission

sn spplicstion for authoxity to Open Fourth Street at grade
‘across the right of way and tracks of Sumset Railrosd Company,

a8 shown on the mep attached to the applicamion. a public
hearing having been held and it appesring to the Commission
that the application should be granted, gubject %o conditiona
hereinafter stated,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that permission be and
it is hexreby gfénte& the City of Taft to construct & highway
crossirng at grade across the right-of-way and tracks of the
Sunset Rallroad Coumpuny at Fourth Street in sald City, as
showa by the msp sttached td the application, said crosaing

to be comstructed subject to the iollowihg conditions, viz:




(1) The entire expense of constructing the oross~
ing and moving such railroad switches, building, and other

struotuxes as may be npecessary shall be borme by the applicant.
(2} 7The cost of maintenance up 1t two feet from

the rails of the mgin track of the Sunset Railroad Company
ghall be borne by the applicant. The ﬁaintenance of that
portion of the cxossing between the rails and two feet outside
thereof shall be borne by the Sunset Railrosad Comp any.

(3) The croeoing shall be congtructed of a width
of 10t less than sixty feet, with grades of approsch not
greater than fowr per cent; shall be prodected by a sultable
croseing sign, snd shall in every way be mede ssfe for the
passase thexeover of vehicles and other road traffic.

(4} The crossing at Second Street ghall be removed
and c¢losged to“pdblic travel.

(5) The Commission reserves the right to make
such furthexr 6rders relative t0 the location, construction,
operation, mintenance and rrotection of said crosaing as to
it may seem right and proPef axnd to revoke ita’pe:miasion
if, in its Judgment, the public convenience and necesegd ty
demand such action. "

. Dated at San Francisco, California, this ,24
day of July, 1920.

Commissionerse




