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Deci Sion No. 2' $' II 

In the ma:lter of tht:> a.pplica.tion 
ot the :Soax d of Trustee s of the 
City of Taft, Kern COllIlty, O&1i- Application No. S047. 
fo rllia, fo l' a:c. or del' author 1 zing 
So right o:e 'W~ ovel' ana. a.cross 
the right of way of the SUnset 
4ail:road Company at ~a:ft, California. 

BY Tm': COMMI SSIO~ : 

Charles De 1 Bondi0 for 01 ty of ~a.ft. 
Edson A.bel for Jame son ~owns1 te Company. 
Frank,B. Aust'1n a.nd F. M. Worthington for 
Sunset Ra.Uro8.d. Company. 

o P I B I O,N - ... -~---

Thi sis all application by the 01 ty of ~att 

for an or del' au thori zing the opelning of l!lOU% th Stree t in 

said City, a.ero ss the right of way 8%ld tracks of the Sunset 

:Rs.1l%o sd Company. 

A pUblic hearing upon the application was 
he ld a t Baker sf1 e ld by Exam1lle r We stover. 

~e City 'of !raft, which has a population of 
" abou.t SOOO is almost ecrually d'iVided by the Sunset Railroad 

into t'WO sections: .North and South !ra:f t. WheXl the town was 

first located, the section south of the Railroad was subdivided 

by ltr. Ja.meSOD who leases the surface r1ghts fOr build1.ug 

purpose s. Later OD, a. tract was stlbd1 v ided on the north side . 
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ot the tracks wi t.b.out allY' building or o the :r ore s tl:1etioXlS, aDd 

the busilless population of ~a.ft moved to the north side of the 

tracks where the major portion ot toe town is now located. ~ero 

is still, however, a large residence section south of tne 

tracks, a.nd. it would appeal' that abou.t ha.~ of the resi'denta 

live on this side of the t:re.ck. 

~e center of the busines.s distr1ctis no .. 

a.t ~'ouxth a:ad Center Streets; ,on the north. side o:f the town. 

~e prillcipal streets 1D l-Jorth Tat t are: Main Stl' eet., faoing 

the railxoad., CeDtex and l'llortb. Streets, parallel to Main. and 

Fourth Stl'eet trom Main to North. ~e C1 ty is DOW pmng 

Fourth Street a:ad. intends to pave Main and NOl'th Stl'ee,ts from 

Second. to Sixth St:rdets. In case the Pourth. Street cross1ng 
"" is opened it is intended to eonnect Fourth Stl'oet with,the 

Bakers:tield. R1e.hw~, thus giving a. direct route to both sec-

tions o:f the' tOWll. Centel' and Sixth Streets have been pa.ved 

:for aome time. Sixth Street, to the llol'th, is the o1ltlet to 

the conn't;y highway towa.:rd Bake rst1eld. The new high school 

is located OIl this street, several blocks north of u.in Street. ' 

The postoffice and 11"c:ra.%Y' al'e loea'ted OD Center Street neal' 

Foux th, bu,t the pos tc :f:fice is soon to be moved, unde:r a ten 

year lea.se, to the :F1ox Hotel on 'the corner of Fouth aXld lU.1n 

Streets. The fire house 1s loca.ted on Fourth Street near 

Kern, about 2i- bloc:~: s :fxom the CJX) ssL:og. One of the grammar 
schools o:f the town is on Secol:ld. Street, several blocks north 

o:f the raill'oad. This school does not inclUde the sixth, 

seveIl'th and eighth g:rades, snd the pupils in tbese g:rades must 

~lleDd eohool on the south side of tOwn. 
'l!'.b.e ~n e."txeete OD t:b.e SOll'th elde of 'town 

are: Wood Street and. Ashe:r J.veJ:1ue.. Formerly these etxeots 



were used in traveli:cg :from !l!att to.1i:a:ricopa, but a short 

cut :from the ~ricop~ highway to Center Street in ~o:rth Tstt 

has been installed Slld take s mo st of this tX'avel. 1!here are 

two schools 8.Zld. tJ, kiDd.eX' Bax 'ten OD this side o:f town •. 

CommunicatioD between the two sides o:f town 

is obtai:aed by grade crossings ova:r the xeilxoad. at Second 

8lld Sixth St:reets, a.:ad by a :foot path at ]Iourth street. a!b.e 

loeat1on ot the tvp vehic':lle.r crossings makes travel :from Olle 

pa:rt of Ta:ft to the 0 the x 2:8. ther incOIlvement 8lld rounda.bout. 

Fourth Street~ns directly through the he~t o:f both seotions. 

~e Second Street crossing is ot ver.y little use, as Seoo~d 

Street is blocked by a wash. a. few 'blocks south. ot the traoks. 

ma.kiIlg it impa.ssa.ble to vehioles. It extends north to the 

city dump. There is practically IlO trs.:ft1c to be served east 

ot Second Street to the north ot Main Street. 

The EQ.i lxo~ Company objects to. tAe opening 

ot Fo,n:rth Street as it believes that theC1ty is amply served 

by the existing oro:~s1IlSS a.Dd. the pedestrian crossing at 

Fouth Street. It a.1so pOints out that the view at the Fourth 

Street 01'0 ssi:cg will 'be ba.d.ly ob struo ted. 'by 'b1l11dings and cars; 

tha.t 'the CI'O as1ng is over :five tracks in the min ya.:rd, and two 

1nd.u.stri oJ. spu:r s; e.nd :fur 'the1', 'tha. t hand-bl' ake s wOttld have to 

be set OIl all standiXlg ca:rs Wlell trains are cut, on accoUIlt 

ot the heavy g:r acle in the ya:r d. 

Gellerally the CoIll:li ssion is opposed to 't.b.8 

opening ot grade c1'ossiDgs thl'OUe~ ra.ilroad yards, but ill this 

case, we have a tOWl of some :five thousand (5000) people cut 

in two, ~d ~th the exist1Ilg orossings rather inoonvenientl~ 

located; 1Il fact tae Second St~eet crossing is ot ve1'~ little 

use as appears above. The ra,1lro·ad company's objectiolls toth • 

. ';~C: 
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Four tb. Stxeet oxo ssing apply equally to the . two exist1ZJg 

oXle s. We be l1eve tha. t OXl 80000 unt of. thei:!: looa. tion ill 

the yar d lay 0 o.t more sw1 t ching is done ovex them than wi II 

be deXle over FOllxt.b. Stxeet. Consid.exing a.lso that the two· 

existiXlg OI'oss1:cgs axe not dedicated publio cxoesiIlgB 8Jld 

that the:re a.xe only one o:r two xegu.lar txa.1ns ovex this 

bxanch each way daily, we feel tb.a..t the public convenienoe 

and necessity WhiCh will be served by the openiDg of the 

Fotath Street c:ross1Dg will more then offset the 1nco.c.venienoe 

to the ra.ilroad co:nptllly 8lld the e.d.di tional haza.xd. oxeated. 

We believe t howe'Vex, tha.t when this cxossing 1e opened the 

Second Stl'eet oro aeing shot:.ld be closed. ~e a.pplica.tion 

sho uld be g:r8Xl ted wi th the. t provi e1 on_, 

O:aDER ....., .... ---

01 ty of ~aft hs:v1Dg filed 'With the Conmd.ssion 

8ll application for a.utho:r1ty to open Fouxth Stxeet at grade 

across the :r1gb. t o:t way and tra.oks of Stlllset :as.11ro8,d ComPall1. 

as shown on the map s. t ts.che d to the appl10at ion. a public 

heariX'lg ha:v1llg been held alld it appearing to the Commission 

that the a.ppl1ca.tiO.D, should be granted. su'bj'ect to oonditions 

he:re1naf tex stated, 
I~ IS R:ERE:B'Y ORDERlm that permission 'be and 

it is he :reby granted. the City of ~a.£t tD const:ruct a. hig'b.way 

crossing a.t gtade actoss the :right-of-wq aIld tts.cke o:f the 

Sunset Railtoad CO:l:ps.IlY e.t Fourth Stteet iXl sa.1d City, as 

shown by the ma:p atta.ehed to the application, said crossing 

to be const:ructed. su.bj ect to the :following cond.i tiona, viz,: 



(l) ~e entire e~ense of constr~cting the orOB8-

iI:lS and monns such rail:road aw1 tchea. building. and other 
at:ruottO!'e s as may be De oe esa%' Y' shal.J. 'be bO%l:le bY. tho appUcant .. 

(2) ~e cost of :na:i.ntens;nce up to two feet from 

the :rails of the ma.1Il track 'of the SUllset RailrOad Comp.a.ny 

shall be borne by the app11 cant. The maintenanee of thai 

portion ot the crossiDg between the rails and two feet outeid. 

thereof shall be borJ:le by the Sunset Railroad Comp82lY. 

(3) ~e oross1~ shall be const~cted of a width 

of Xlot less than sixty feet, with grades of approach not 

gl'eater than folll' per ~ent; shall be procteeted by a. SI1itable 
, " 

eros B1ng sign, aD.d shall in every we:g be made safe :for the 

passage the~eover of vehicles and other road tra.l::fic .. 

(4) ~e c:ossing at Seoond Street shall be removed 

and cloaed to public travel. 

(5) ~e COmmiSS10Xl reserves the right to ~ 

such :further orders l'elative to the locatioXl, construction, 

operation. lIaintenance aXld pl'otection of said crOSsing as to 

it may seem :right and proper a.nd to l'evoke its pel'mission 

if, in its j~d.gment, the pUblic convenience a.nd necessity 

dema.nd such a.ction. 

• I 

lI...-
Ds. te d Sot Soo Fra.nci sco, Cali:fO,l'Ilia., th is ).. (, 

day of July, 1920 .. 

c)~ '~7 (}14~a~~/ .... 
.. ~ '::...~ ... ' 

omm1sa1onel: s. 
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