wnza ORIGIHAL

BEFORE THE RAIIROLD COMIISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the gpplication

of the County of Fresno, in the
State of Califomisa, for a permit
to construct and-maintsein a public
highway crossing over the rigat of
way and tracks ¢f The Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Company
at ¥hird Street, in the townsite of
Del Rey, Fresmo County, California.

Application No. 5396.

B S N

W. A Colling for applicant.
M.'W. Roed for The Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Rallway Company.

BY THE COMUISSION:

OPINION

Iz this spplication Fresmo County seeks permis—

sion %o establish a gireet crossing at grade over the right of
way sod tracks of Tho Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Rallway Com-

pany at Third Street inm the town of Del Rey, Fresano County,
California. | N |
A public hearing upon the application was held

- at Del Rey by Examiner Westover, at which all interested parties

were represented. |
The town of Del Rey, which is located in the
northeast quarter of Section 6, T. 156 S., R. 22 E., 1is the

l.




shipping center of a large fruit growing district. The town

is sexved by two county roads: Washington Avenue, along the
north line of Section 5, amd Clifton Avenue, along the east
l:l.’ne of Section 5. They are each 60 feet wide, with 25 foot
olled runways along theix centexr lihe 5. They meet at the
northeast coruner of Section 5. The streets of the main por-
tion of the town run parallel with and at right a.lnglea to

the station grounds. 0f{ the Senta Fe. Railroad Avenue, which
1s the main business street and fronts on the station grounds,
connects Washington and Clifton Avenues at an angle of about
45 degrees, thus forming & triangle in which are ﬂie .Santa Fe
Station grounds, wost of the packing houses and re sidences"
in Wilkinson Addition at the cormer of Washington and Clifton
Avenue s, Washington ivenue, west 0f Reilroad Avenue, Railroad
Avenuve, and Clifton Avenue, south of Railroad .&vennle, are soon
10 be paved as part of the county highway system.

The station grounds of the Santa Fe, 300 feet
in wid®h, extend through the town at an é,mgle of approximately
45 degrees from Washington &ienue to Clifton Avenue 2 iigtance
along the main line. track of 2300 feet. That portion of the
station grounds on the north side of ‘t:h-_e fra.ck :ﬂroxg & point
about 150 feet south of Fourth Street to Clifton Avenue ig
‘lined with packing houses. There sre also two large packing
bhouses east of Clifton Avenune just off of the railroad right-
of-way. - |

The County's main reason for asking a cross-
ing &t Third Street is to relieve the comgestion om Clifton"
Avenue dnxing the fruit shipping season, to afford direct

access to two or three packers houses from Washington Avenue,




end to give the 60 or 70 people in Wilkinson Addition a
more direct route to the business part of Del Hey, the
Yotal population of which is about 200:. .Cﬁhe 'tostimony
sbows from 30 t© &0 teams and trﬁcks sre gometimes in line

along Clifton Avenue waiting to deliver theixr loads. This

line very often extends 400 to 500 feet north,‘ and 300 feet

south of the crossing. The heavy loads on the wagons and
trucks cause the drivers to keep as much of theix vehicles
On or pesar the oiled roadway as is possidle. As & result,
the width of xoadway avalilable for traffic is cut down to
the width of ome vehicle. Draffic im oze direction only
is possible, and the. opposing traffic must wait at one end
of the line of vehicles until the lene is cleared. &t
times, automobiles have been forced to wait om the railroad
tracks untll onconing tmfﬂc had passed by them.

The Railroad Compemy opposes the opening of
this crossing for several reasonms. It is in the middle of the
yaxd which will require the cutting of all freight trains
uging the paszdzng track and sidings. The crossging is over |
fouxr tracks: the main lire, a passing track, a house track
and the packing- bouse track. The view of the tracks from the .
roadway will lﬁe obscured by the packing houses and standing
cars when approaching the cxossing from the ndrtheast. and by
the depot and sectioxﬁ buildings when approaching from the
southwest. There are eight o#f ni;:xo scheduled txaiﬁa, geveral
extra trains and some switching over the proposed crossing
daily. The switching crews work for several hours in this yard
during the fruit shippirg season. The prdposed crossing could

not be protected satisfactoxily by an sutomatic flagman a8 only




‘the main line track conld be connected with it. It oould
not be connected with the other tracks, as they have cars
standing on them for long perxiods of time, which would cause
the flagman to ring contimuously. The testinmony also showed
that the County has no right of way for the new street and
canpo i proceed withod‘t condemnation proceedings.

Although the rellroad company objects to
the opening of this crossing it is willing to do all possible
i.n othex ways to relieve the congestion at the packing houses.
The compsny through its supexrintendent, Mr. Walker, offera
to deed to the County a 40 foot rcadway parallel wi‘"ch‘ and
along the north side of its station grounds, fxom Washingion
Avenue 10 & point opposite the Califoinia Pesch Growexa_’
bhouse and from there dwe east 1o Clifton A.venué. The c.émpany
a8lso exiaxessed. its willingness to0 deed to the County the corner
of its station grounds in the angle formed by Clifton Avenue
and Reilroad Avepue at First Street inm order that treffic may
be able to go by 82 easy cuxve from‘ Railroad Avenue north
on C1ifton.

Prom & study of the situetion om the ground

and the testimony it would seem that the propex tb.-ing; for mé‘
County to do would be to attempt to relieve traffic conditions
bylimpr oving Clifton Avenve and by sccepiing and improving the
road along the north side of the station grourds befoxe
sttoxpting to oOpen a damgerous crossing over fouxr tracks. .
Clifton Avenue is 60 feet wide. If in connection with the

paving of Railroad Avenue & strip of paved road 36 feet in

- for a distance of 800 to 1000 feet
width were constructed/along Clifton Avenue, trafiic conditions

would be largely rellieved, as vehiclss 9 feet in width could




line up along each side of the xcadway and & driveway 18

feet in width would be left along ithe center fox traffic

wlde enough fox two vehicles t0 pass. If the propogsed road
offered by the Sents Fe were properly improved by graveling
and oiling, we believe thst tea.ms‘cers'would prefer to drive
thelr animals on this road rather than on the hard comcrete
paving along Ralilrosd Avenue f£xom Washingfon %07.CliLton . |
Avenues. These suggestions toward relieving traffic con-
ditions should be given a thorough trial and the County,

the packers, and the residents of Del Rey vshou..ld- be vdlling'
to give tke improvements suggésted a trial before conéid.e:ing
opening the crossing applied for. If these measures fail to |
relleve the congestion, the Commission will be willing to give

the mattexr further consideration. The application should be
denied.

ORDER

County of Fresmo having applied to the Con-
mission foxr vermission fo open a highway crossing at grade
across the tracks of The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railw'ay
Coxpany at Third Street in the town of Del Rey, a. puh]io |
hearing having bean beld, and the Commission being oi the
opinion that ¥raffic conditions in the town of Del Baygcan
be better relieved by the improvements discussed in*thﬁ
ovinion herein, o

IT IS HEREBY ORDEZED that thisg application

be and it is be xeby denied without prejudice.
: Dated at San Framcisco, Californis, this gg
day of July, 1920. 52 . CO ,g




