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T the Matter of the Application of
PATTERSON AND WESTERN RAYLROAD COM-
PANY to abandon sexrvice.
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Edward Elllett for Applicant

Clarence Ii. 0ddie for K. Borchsenius
snd E.De and E.W.Bullard, Protestants.

Lillerthsl , MoKinstry and Raymond, by -
Albexrt Raymond, for Red Mountain
Yagresite Company, Protestant.

BY TEE COMMISSION.
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Putterson and Westé:rn Railroad Company, a corpormtion,
ras petitioned the Reilrosd Commissiox for an order authorizing
the diacontinusnce of operation of its railroad line alleging that
the revenues received from operation are mot sufficient to meet
operating costs Iirrespective of any return on the valuation of the
railroad property. ' )

Public hearings on this application were conducted
by Exsminer Handfoxd at San Francisce, the matter was duly submitted
gnd is now ready for decision.

Pattorson snd Western Reilroad Company operate & narrow
gouge railroad from Patterson in a generslly westerly di:éection to
Jones Station, a distonce of 23.6 milesm. The entire capital stock
of this compeny is owned by the Minexal Products Compeny, Ltd.and
the line was originally 6ons'aruc1;ed. primerily as & plant facklity
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to transport meganite and other ores Irom mines eMed Py the Mineral
I’:"o&uotn Compeny, Ltd. sdjacent to Jones Station to the mamufacturing
plant at Pattersox and also for transfer at thet point to the line
of the Sowthern Pacific Company for esstern shipﬁent. No regular
passenger sorvice has ever been perfoxmed by this compsny a.ﬁd the
freight sexrvice has glmya been handled by extra trdus, train opera-
tion being condnc'_he& whenever ahipman#s were offered for movement.

4 limited amount ‘o@t business has been offered by parties engaged

ix the d;ovelofmant of mining pz:o-poxties in the vicinity of Jonesm
Station, bdbut the mining developmsnt of the Mineral Produocta Company,
Itd. has been suspended, it being testified that such propertiem

contain no ore ofuxmercisl velue and that nxo more shipments are to

be made by the Minersl ¥roducts Compeny from their own mines whickh

are oconsidexed of o x&‘_Qmma:Lci\ar velud.
The following statement shows revenue and operating ex-
penses covering the perfod April lst, 1917 to Maxrch 31lst, 1920.

April I to Yosxr ending  Year emding Jan I te
Deo,. 31,1917. Dece 31,1818  Dec, 31,1919 Mar.31,1920

Revenme  § 14,360.00 $ 17,481.44 $10,010.79 § 740.34
Operating

Expense 18, 300493 35,876.08 i8,272.14 217Y.24
Deficit B, 40.F5 I8, 294,68 “REET5 320,50~

The above atatement inclades no interesat on investment.

The granting of this application was opposed by the Red Mountain
Megussite Coxpany, E. D. and E. W. Bullard and H. Borchsenius al-
though, Mesers. Bullerd snd Borchsenius bave since the submission of
this application f£iled 2 written withdrawsl of thelr protest against
tﬁo abandonment of aervice. |

From the evidence in this proceeding ox behalf of the grante
ing of the spplication, it appears that the present conmdftion of the
railroad fs such that material expenditures would be required to place
the line In safe operating conditien, that a considerable number ef
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tiea require renewsl, bridges need rehebilitation and a consideradble
amount should be expended iz ballesating and widening embsnkments.

Protestant, Red Momwntain Magnesite Company is en=
gaged In the development of certain magnesite, chrome and maganess
., Properties and although some shipments have been made over the
line of the Patterson and Western Railrosd Company and comsigned
%o the Mineral Products Company, Ltd. at Patterson for use in
their menufacturing plant, the evidence in this proceeding does
not irdicate thet & sufficfent amount of such tonnage is available .
or Will be aveilable fir the future to justify the condizmed opers~
tioxx of appucant;s lins of xailway.

We are of the opinion and find as a fact that the
opexation of the Patterson and Western Railrosd as & coamon carrier
iz ot Justified in that the revemue derived from operation is net
sn;:ﬁcient to meet c¢perating expenses, fixed charges and return
any interest om the amownt investad in such railrosd. |

We are of the opimionr that the application should be

granted.

Patterson and Westexrn Reilroad Compeny, a oorpomﬁon,
baving applied to the Raeflroad Commission for an order sutherizing
1% %o disoontinme and abandon the operation of & line of railrosd

extending from Pattexson to Jones Stetion, public bearings hav;ng\ N
been held, the matter having been duly submitted and the Comminsi e

Se

!




'be:f.ng fully advised and basing its order om the Linding of
fact as set forth in the opindon ypreceding this order,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that this application be and
the same hereby is granted and that epplicsnt de rermitted

to discontimme its operation &8 & common carrier and abandem
ite railrosd after ten days® motice will have been given
8ll shippers and receiwvors of freight by posting notice at
all stetions at whick freight shirments have heretofors been
recoived or delivered. |

Dated a2t Sex Francisco, Califormig, this g_/ A
dgy of August, 1920. |




