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BEEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

Decision No.. 20 /-3 o

0000000

In the Matter of the ispplication of )
SAN JOSE RATLROADS, & corporation; )
for permission to asbandon its narrow )
gange line between ILinds Vista and ) ipplication No. 4581l.
Toyon Stations, in the County of )
Santa Clara, State of Californis. )

Lieb and Lieb for Applicant,

Je We Walker for J. H. Moiss, Protestant,

M¥rs, Mabel L. Thenen for Residents of
Bast Side, Protestantse

Mrs. L. Emerscn, Protestant.

Miss Rome Kaufifman, Protestant.

{0y A T; CREIDENIAR, DRAtARE.nd,

BY THE QMMISSION:
CRIBIOE

San Jose Railroeds, a corxporatien, have petitioned
the Railroad Commission for an ordex authorizing the susg-
pexnsion of @cm‘tiom and a‘oandonment of its narrow gange line
of rallwsy operati.ng between Linda Vista aznd Toyon in the
county of Santa Clara; it being alleged that the revenue
derived from the operation of the line does not Justify its
continued maintaingnce and operation.

-' A public hearing on this application was held by
Exaniner Handford at San Jose,i the matter was dnly subnitted

and is now ready Zor decision.




The matter of the proposed abandomment of the Lindsa
Vista-Toyon Branch of the San Jose Rsilroeds wes the subjegt
of a previous application to the comiséion under Application
Bumber 3817. Tae Commission in its Decision Nmfoer 5677,
decided Avgust 10, 1918, (Opinions and Orders of the Railroad
Commission Volume No. 15, page 1062) » dismissed the sppli-
cationwithout prejudice foxr tl:a- reason that an Increase in rates
bad been made on 'che lines of the San Jose Railroads shortly

prior to the former ap.plic;ation for discontinuance of service

'on the Linde Vista-Toyon Breaunch and permicsion to abandon the
lize was withheld subject to the right of applicant to file
further epplication f£or abandoxment at the expirstion of
ninety days should it be found that the cordition of traffic
had not Improved to an extent justifying the continuance of
operation.

The testimony in thls proceeding and tihe exhibits
filed by applicant indicate taat Zor the year ending Jane 5;
1920, a total of 3,227 passengers were carried of which mumber
1,658 paid cash fares to tie amount of £256.03; 1,569 pass-
angers uai.ng tickets or trarnafers. The average nuwiber of
vasaengers carried pexr day wa.sA 10.18; 58 one way trips bdeing
made per day with an average mumber of passengers per trip
oL 0.175. The expense of operation, making no allowsnce for
depreciation, superintendence, overhead expense or interest
on investment, smounts to $10.30 per day witk & gross revenue
allowing six cents for each passenger carried, or 6l.1 cents
'per day; a net loss from daily operation of $9.69 or a.‘ net

loss per annum of $3534.39. The record, es evidenced by
exhibits Introducsed at the hearing on this proceeding,indicates
that less patronage nas been furnished the lire sought to be

abandoned than was the case wihen the matter of abandonment was
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being considered in connection with the Tormer Application

Nomber 3817 and increased operating expenses; both a8 to labor
and cost of materisl, have contributed fo an Increasing deficit
which has not been offset by any increass in travel notwith-
Standing that an increased fare was suthorized covering the "
entire system operated by the San Jose Railrozds.

| The granting of this spplication 1s opposed by the
residents who are now served by the line on the basis that
abandonment of service will leave such protestants without any
method of transportation. The line sought to be abandoned is
but le4d miles in length; is in poor —physical condition and
would require an expenditure of spproximately 3%,'000.00 to
rehabilitate same to a propexr standerd. The operation of the
entire system of the San Joce Rallroads haé resulted in a
deficifc for some years and there appears no poseibili.ty 6£
continuing the operation of the branch line herein sought
to be sbandoned for the reason that the use of one-msn cars
and all other possidle economies have alreedy been made -
effective without producing a revenue sufficient to defray the
actusl cogtes of operation fror which _are eliminated the items
of overhesd, superintendence, deprecistlon and any interest on
investment. Tre traffic on the line even at Incroased rates
is growing gradually less and the applicant showld not be re-
quired to further continue the operation of this unprofitadle

branch line.
After careful consideration of all the evideance in

this proceeding, we are of the opinion and f£ind as a fact that
the continued operation of the ILinds Vista-Toyon Pranch of the
San Jose Railrocads is not justified in thet the revemme derived

from its operation does not even approximate the expense of

contioued maintdience and operation even after deducting all
-




items of overhead, superintendence , depreciation or interest

on investment.

San- Jose Railroads, a.‘ corporation, having applied to

the Rallroad Commission for en order authorizing the dis-
continuance of sexviceand avandonment of 1ts DarTow gauge
line of railxroad kpowz as the Linda Vista~Toyon Branch; &
pablic hearing having been held; the matter having been duly
subnitteds the Commzisigion being fully advised and ba.si.ng its _
order on the finding of fact as appearing in the i:reooding opinion.

. IT IS EERBY ORTERED that this application be and
the same hereby is granted; provided, however, that prioxr to
the suspension of operation as beroinadove authorized applicant
will be reguired to post notices at the tex:minala of Toyon
and Linds Vigts and ia its cars operated on 3aid line at least
ten days prior to the date of suspension of operation for the
information of the traveling public.

The foregoing opinion and order are heredy approved

and ordered filed as the opinion and oxder of the Railroazd
Commission of the State of California.

Dated at San Francisco, Callforais, thisag ;Za{day of
Angust, 1920.




