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Deoision No. -------
DEFORE TRZ RAILROA:> COMUISSION' OF ~E:B STATE OF CALIFOmTIA 

In the Matter cf the A1)p11ee.t1on ot the ) 
PACIFIC GAS .All)!) ELECTRIC COrGANY. a cor- ) 
pon tion. j!or an oraer ~ the R&.ilroad ) 
Com::n1.aaioXl au thon z1ng nppl1cc.n t to ) 
Wll6nd it s eleotric rule aDd reS'J.la~ion ) 
No. 23. ) 

A~plioat1c.n No. 5837. 

In the M.o.tter of the Ayplie:a'tion of tho ) 
PACIFIC GAS A1~ zj,V.CTRIC COl!l?.A1"'"Y, a oor- ) 
poration, as lessee at the }lI:'operties at ) 
the Sierra ~d San ~anc1sco POwer Com- ) Applioation No. 5843. 
pe.ny, for au order authorizing applicant ) 
to ~end ~e 3 of the Sierra and San ) 
Franc 1300 Power Compm:r.yTs Rules and ) 
Re~lstions relating to electric service. ) 

Chas. P. CUtten, 'for Applicant. 

DEVLIN, Commissioner. 

In these prooeedings Pac1f"ic Ges and Eleotrio CoJDl)lS't1y 

applies tor a't:.thon ty to amend 1 ts eleotrio rt1l.e and rega,lat1cn ·No. 

23, end as lessee of the properties of the Sierra am Sm:t Francisoo 

Power Company, to amend. rnle S o"! that Company's eleotrio r'Dle8 and 

regu,la.t10:0.s, both relating to tne shortage o:f' eJ.eotr1city supply. 

The proceedings wer') consolidated far hearing and 

dec is ion. A hearing was he~d on JuJ.y 12, 193:) in San Francisoo 

and. the me. tters thereupon sa.bmi tted. 

Both shortage rules now in effect have been hereto~ore 

approved by the Railroad Commission. Howover, by reason af past 

and present power shortages, and havmg :1:D. mind the possibility of" 

their :f'tl.ture recurrenoe, 1 t appeared desirable to PM1f"ic Gas tJlld 
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Eleotri0 Compml~ that its rule s and regtLla t1 alS clearly set forth 

for the information 00£ its consa.mers, the oonditions O'f 8~rviee to 
• 

be rendered during s power shortago, its o~ power and authority. 

and that of the Railroad Commission in tho o.p:portio:cment ot the 

available snpply of electricity ~1ng ~eh shortage. Applicant 

also oontends that its rules and rega.latioXl.S ahoa.ld reoognize the 

fsot that Fac1£io Gas and Electric Com:pa.zQ' ,and Sierra SD.d. Sen Fran-

01sco Power Company, among other electrio utilities, have agreed to 

our:; out the arders and rego.lat1one of tha power ,AtlministJ:'ator 

appo1n ted 'by the Railroad Commission. to ~om was delegated certain 

powers and au thor1ty -ander agreement mad,! by the eleotric utilities 

as set forth in Deoision No. 7312 in case 1426. 

~e original applicatiOl1s pl'Oposed' the retentian of 

the existmg xules in hll, With the fo.llf)W1ng additlon to each: 

"end, during the :period of moh shortage, the 
RaiJ.rcad Comn1ss1on o£ Cal~or:c1a. D.ot:i.ng e1 ther 
d1reotl~ or bya Power A~~u1strstor or other 
official to be a.ppointed by it for that purpose, 
shall llsve the power to ap:POrt1on among the 
Company's cons'tmlers other than those to whom 
preference is to be givae. as hereina'oove pro­
vided, the amount of energ~ aVailable, end to 
establish such prefere:c.ce in the ma.tter of the 
supply of el.eotric energy among such. other oon­
s'DlIIers as sald Railroad COJml.1ss10n. acting as 
afor esa1d, may ~rom time to time deem that the 
puolic good reqUires." 

It appeared a.t the hearing. however. that if changes 

were to be made 1n the existing :rules and regulatlons, the addi tim 

o~ the proposed sme:c.dmen t alone would not :f'Lllly meet either the P13%"-

pose of the applicant err the views at the Coxzm1881on. It was there-

fore stipulated nt the hearing that the Comc1ss1on 'WOUl.~ not be 

l1m1ted to the approva1 of the spectt1c amendments proposed. but 

WOUld be free to establish 8uch rn.les and re~t10ns relating to 

power shortage 8S 1t ~ouJ.d f1.nd proper. 
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Tho prCDDni rUl06 ooupled Wi un iDe propoold lWlend· . 

mission 'Wo'tlld. b. limited. and. e:c.'b ~&Ot to the priorities a~r.a.d,. es­

tabliShed in the present rules of the Compmy. ana. in that suoh 

wo'DJ.d not pronde ~cr the ertmt to wJ:l1ch the Company'lt'ouJ.d be re-

q'O.1rea. to act in the event of a shortage i~ the Rai:Lroad Commis8ion 

shmd not assume juriadicti on. 

Mter conn deratiCil o~ the ev.1 dence herein I am 00%1-

vmoea. of' the neoe8a1 ty o~ a modif'ica.t1on 0'£ the prasEIl t rules 

go'Vern1Dg power shortage end th.o.t the 81 tuat10n can be best met b:y 

oanoelling the rules now in ef'f'eot and 1n lieu thereo=r to establish 

the :rules and rego.lst1ons eet :for1al in the Order herein. to apply 

to both the Paoifio Gas and Electric Compmy and to the Pao1:fi0 Ges 

and Eleotric Company. lessee 01: Sierra and San Francisoo Power COm-

I reoommcd. the f' oJ.lo1l1ng f'o:r:m. O'! Order: 

ORDER ... -..~--

Pao~10 Gas and Electrio Company having app11.rl to the 

Railroad Commission for" suthor1 ty to 8meJ1d i~s rules nnd regulations 

gover.a.1ng 'the shortage o~ electr1oit:v. both on ita Oll'll behaJ.t' and as 

lessee 01: Sierra and San F:rano1 soo Power COJnl8Z1Y. a hearing having 

been held. the ma.tters sU'om1ttod ane. be111g now ready for. deo1s10n. 

The Rail:road Commission of the State o:t CaJ.1fornia here­

by tmds as a faot tl:.at tl:.e present :rule B and rego.lat10ns of the 

Pao~1c Ga8 and Eleotric Company and at the Sierra and san Fr8J:lc18oo 

Power Com~y relating to power shortage are not just or reasonable 

rules and regulations, and. that the rules and reguJ.a.tions bere1m:tter 

set :f'ortb. are just and reaBO:tIable rules and rega.lat1ons to govern 

the eleotrio service at Pacific Gas and Eleotrio Compml,Y- to its con-
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s~er8 d~g power shortages. 

Based on the foregoing findings of faot and upon the 

other :findings of fact oonta.i:c.ed. in the Opinion 1Ih1oh pree.des th1s 

Order. 

IT IS ~y ORDERED that Pacifio Gas and Electric 

COm}:6n1 be and it is hereby authorized to cancel its ra.le and regul­

at10n No. 23 8ll.d rule and regulat10n No.3 of the Sierra and San . 
l!"ranc1 aco Power Com~y and to establish the following rale 8,S the 

effeotive rule end ragtllat10n of Pac1:t'ic Ges and Electric Cocpany. 

and of Paoifi0 GaB and Electric Company lessee at Sierra and San 

Franoisoo Power Coml=8nY'. relat1l::lg to power shortage, which rules 

and rega.lationa allall become effective upon the filing thereof w1th 

the Railroad Cozrmission: 

"The Com:P8l1Y Will exercise reaeonable diligence 
and oere to :f''Dl"nish and. deliTer a continuous and 
~fi01 «e.t SD.;ppl:.v of electri c energ:v to the oon­
s'Ilmor" and to avoid (J.D:'S' shortage or interruption 
of de~ivery of same.. The Company will not be 
liable for interruption or shortage or fns~fic1enoy 
ot' supply or 8:'!J.y 10e2 or damage ocoasioned thereby. 
it same is oaused by mevi table accident. act of 
God, f1re, strikes. riots .. war. or sn:.v other cause 
not 'Wi th1n its oontrol.. 

The Company, whac.ever it shall find it Ilecessary 
"far the ptt%post) o:r meJdng repairs or improvements 
to 1ts system" wU~ have the right to suspend 
temporari1l" the delivery at el.ectr1c energy. but 
in 8.11 such cases. as reasonable notice thereof 
as C:irC1:.ll1Stances Will permit, W1~1 be given to 
the cons 't1XI.er s, 3l'ld the nakillg of s "OCh repairs or 
1mln"o'V'ements will be :pro seeu ted e.s rapidJ.y 8S ma:.v 
be practicable, end ~ praeticable, at such times 
aa Will cause t1::.o least inconvenience to the oon­
sumers. 

In case of eh.ortage of supply and dD.rixlg the per.1.od 
of such shortage, the oompany will. make so.ch sppor­
t10mnent of its available su:ppll" Of energy among its 
consumers a.s Shall be ordered. or directed ~rom time 
to time "0;; the Railroad Co:::c.iesion at the State r4 
CaJ.1:f'orm.s., acting either dir&otl.y or by a power 
administrator or' other ot"fic1al appOinted by it for 
that purpose. In the absence of such order or 
direction by 'tI1e :aa1lroad Comm1ssion, the company 



w1ll., in t1mes of shortage, apportion its ava1lable 
suppJ.y o:f' erH!frgy among all oonS1:l.llle%'s ill the moat 
reaaona ble manner 1'0$ Si ble to continue serv1ae 
equi til b1.7 and W1 th ou t di scr1m1 ne. t1 en. 1Y 

The forego 1xIg Opinion and Order is hereby approved and 

ordered. filed as the Op1n1cn and Order of the Railroad Commission 

of the State ot CeJ.1!ornia. 

~ San FrSZlel.seo, 

of ~,19ro • 

• 
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