Decision No. @5'2

BEFORE THE RAIIRCAD COMMISSION UF QEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Applicatiorn of the

PACI®IC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPAXY, & cox-

poration, for an order of the Reilroad Application No. 5837.
Comnission authorizing syvlicant to

ameng,s its electric rule axd regulacion

NO. *

In the Motter of the Avplicavion ¢f the

PACIRIC CAS AND ZIECIRIC COMRPANY, a cor-

poration, ae lessee of the ywovervies of

the Slerrs end San Francisco Power Conm- Apvlication No. 5843,
pany, for au order sutborizing epplicant

to smend Rule 3 of the Sierrs mmd San

Prencisco Power Coxmpemy®™s Ruleg 2nd

Regulations relating to electric sexvice.

Chase P. Cutten, for Applicant.

DEVLIN, Commissi oner.

In these proceedings Pacific Ges and Electric Compeny
applies for authority to amernd its electric rule and regulatim No.
23, snd a2 lessee ¢of the properties of the Sierra and Sem Francisco
Power Company, to amend rule 3 o thet Company's electric rules and
reguletions, Doth relating to the shortage of electricity supplye

The proceedings were counsollidated for hesring ard
decision. A hearing was held on July 12, 1920 in San Frencisco
anrd the metters thereuporn submitted.

Botk shortage rules now in effect have been Lheretofore
gpproved by the Railroad Cormissione However, by reason of past
and present power shortages, and heving in mind the possibility of
their future recurrence, it appeared desiradble to Pacific Gas and
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Electric Company that its rules and regnletias clearly set forth
for the information of its consumers, the conditions of service to
be ::'ondored during a power shortage, its own power and suthority,
and that of the Rallroad Cormission in tho apportionment of the
available supply of electricity during such shartage. Applicant
also contends that its rules and regulations skould recognize the
fact that Pacific Gas and Electric Compeny and Sierra and Sem Fran-
cisco Power Company, among otkhexr electric utilities, have agreed to
carry out the orders and regulations of tha pgwer Administrator

appointed by the Rallroad Commission, %o vhom wae delegated certain

powers and smthority under agreement made by the electric utilitles
a8 set forth in Decision No. 7312 in Cese 1426,

The original applicatioms proposed the retentim of
the existing rules in full, with tkhe fo,uw:tng addition to each:

"end, during the period of such shortage, the
Railrcad Comnissiorn of California, aoting either
directly or by & Power Administrator or other
official to be appointed by it for thet purypose,
shall have the power to apvortion smong the
Company's consumers other than those to whonm
preference is to be given as hereinmvove pro-
vided, the amount of emergy available, and to
ectadblish such preference in the matter of the
supply of electric emergy smoung such other con-
sumers as said Rellrosd Commission, asoting as
aforesaid, may Lrom time to time deem that the
puclic good requires.™

It appeared at the hearing, however, that if changes
were to be mede in the existing rwles and regulatione, the additim
of the proposed amendment alone would not fully meet either the pur-
pose of the applicent or the views of the Commission. It was there-
fore stipulated at the hearing that the Commission wourld not de
limited to the approval of the specific amendments proposed, but

would be free to establish such rules and regulations relating to
power shortage as it should find prover.




Ty Jrosors riles coupled T she FOposed Amande

ment are objectionadle, in that any authority sssuned by the Com-

misgion would be limited and subject to the prioritioé alresdy es-
tablished in the present rules of the Compay, and in that such
would not provide for the extemt to which the Company would be re-
quired to act in the event of a shortage if the Rallroad Commission
should not assume Jjurisdiction.

After consideratiom of the evidence herein I am con-~
vinced of the necessity of a modification of the present rules
governing power shortage and that the situation can be best met by
cancelling the rules now in offect and in lieu thereof to establish
the rules and regulatiors set forth in the Order herein, to apply
to botk the Pacific Gas and Electric Company and to the Pacific Ges
ard Electric Company, lessee of Sierrs and San Francisco Power Com-
PaRYe

I recommend the following form of Order:

ORDEER

Pacific Gas and Electric Compeany having applied to the
Railrosd Commission for authority to amemd itz rules and regulations
governing the shortage of electricity, doth on its own behalf and as
lessee of Sierra and Sen Francisco Power Comparny, & bearing having
been held, the matters submitted anld Dbeing now ready for decision,

The Reilroad Commission of the State of Califormie here-
by £inds a8 a fact that the present rules and regulations of the
Paoific Gas and Electric Company and of the Sierrs and San Francisco
Power Company relating to power shortage are not just or reasomable

rules and regulations, and that the rules and regulations hereinafter

set forth are Just and reasoxable rules and regmlations to govern

the electric service of Pacific Gas and Electric Compary to its con-
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sumers during yower shortages.

Bagsed on the foregoing firndings of fasct and upon the
other findings of fact contained in the Opinion which rrecedes this
Ordex,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that Pacific Gas and Electric
Company be smd it is8 heredy authorized to cancel its rule and regul-~
ation Yo. 23 and rule and regulation Noe 3 of the Sierra amd San

Frapecisco Power Company and to establiash the following rule a8 the

effective rule 2nd rogulation of Tacific Gas and Electric Compeany,
and of Pacific Gas and Electric Company lessee of Sierra and San
Francisco Power Compeny, rola.fing 10 power skortage, which rules
and regulations shall become effective upon the £iling thereof with
the Railroad Commission:

"The Compery will exercise reaconsble diligence

and ocere to furnish and deliver & continuous and
sufficient supply of electric emergy to the con-
sumox, and to avoid any shortage or interruption

of delivery of same. The Company will not de
liadle for interruption or shortage or insufficiency
of supply or suy loss or damage ococasicmed thereby,
if ssme 13 caused by inevitabdble accident, act of
God, fire, strikes, riots, war, or any other cazuse
not within its control.

The Compary, whecever it shall find it necesssary
for the purpose of making repairs or improvements
to its systen, will bave the right to suspend
temporarily the delivery of electric energy, bdut
in gll such cases, as reasonable notice thereof
ag circumstances will permit, will be given to
the conswmers, md the meking of such repairs or
improvements will be yrosecuted zs rapidly 2s may
be practicadle, and Iif practicable, &t such times
a8 will csuse the least lnconvenience to the con-
sumers. :

In case of shortage of supply end dnring the period
of such shortsge, the company will maks such appor-
tionment of its avallable supyly of energy among its
copsumers &8 shell be ordered or directed from time
to time by the Railroad Cormaission of the State of
California, acting either directly or by a power
administrator or other official arpointed by it for
that puwrpose. In the absence of such order or
direction by the Railroszd Commission, the compamy




will, in times of shortege, apportion its availadble
Supply of energy among all consumers in the most
reasonable manner possidble to continue service
equitably and without discrimimetioamx.™ '

The foregoing Opinion and Order is heredby approved and

ordered £iled as tke Opinim and Order of the Railroad Commission
of the State of Californis.

'l '
Dated at San Frameisco, Californis, this Z —  day’
of Ww ‘

, 1920.
/

; Commisasioners.




