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Decision No ._@_
BEFORE TER RAILROAD COMMISSION.OF TES STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the application o
the Council or the City of Rickmoxnd,
Statve of Calirornia, Xor an order
perxitting The construction and rain-
tenance or a grade crossing across

the railroad tracks ox trhe Soutnern
Paciric Company, at BISSELL AVENUE in
the City of Richmond, County of Contrs
Costa, State oX CaliXornia.

Application No. 4447.
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D. J. Hall, City Attormey ror Applicant.
Frank B. Ansuin, Lor trne Uanived States Railroad Administration,
Southern Pacific Company.

VARTIN, COMMISSIONER,
02IXNION.

This is an application by‘the City of Richmond for an
order permitting the opening or 3issell Avenue at grade across the
right oX way and tracks oY the Southern Paciriec Company. A publiec
hearing was held at Richmond on lisy 8, 1919, in conjunction with
Applications 378l and 4446 and a decision in this proceedlng was held
in abeyance pending coxpliance with the decisions in the applications
Just reYerred to. The orders in Decisions 6875, 7029 and 7106 have
not yet veen fully carried out, howevor, and this decision skould be
delayed no longer.

Bisgsell Avenue is parallel with and one block south of
MacDonald Avenue which is ttce main business street or Riohmdnd.
BisselllAvenuwe is improved west 0¥ the Scuthern Paciric right of way
t0 Iirst Street, a distance of about twenty blocks, and east of the

rallroad for three blocks to Twenty Third Street. The nearest public




crossings are the lacDonald Avenus subway, avout 775 feet to the

20rthy 813 1hY 5]ﬁﬂﬂ ﬁIUﬁﬁlﬂg i Wmﬁﬂty Mhisd Uoet about 2180

feet to the south, measured along The railroad.

The object o the City in applying ror tne orossing
18 10 make Bissell iveuns & through Street and to give direot
access to the triangle rormed bvetween MaclDonald Avenus, Twenty
Third Street and the Southern Paciric tracks. The High Sohool is
situated in tais triangle, on the west side of Twenty Third Street,
hal¥ way oetween LacDonald and 3issel Avenue. lany or the school
children living on Bissell or Czanslor Avenues, west of tihe ral lroad,
oro8s over the tracks at Bissell Avenue oy slipping tarough the right
of way fence. A well worn trail extends across the rignt of way at

this point. It 4is also anticipated by the City that a large part of

the truciking, heavy teaming and automobile trafiie now going through

the MacDonald Subway would use tais grade crossing in prererence to
the subway.

The proposed crossing will pe over four tracks oY the
Southern PacixXic Company. Tkhe view oX tae railroad tracks from the
street is open exoept on the norin east corner waere the rence around
the street railway yard obstructs tkhe view. There are Trom 55 to 65
traing & day over the Southern Pacitic Lines through Richmond. Some
of these trains operate thkrougk the city at high speed, but most of
taem stop at the station about 1,000 feet north of Bissell Avenue.

The railroad company is opposed to the opening of this
crossing as they reel tnat the existing grude orossings and The lac
Donald Avenue subway are surricisnt to care Ior the trafric of the

City. Tkey bpelieve tndt every new c¢rosging is an additional hazard




and thav iv is almost impossiole TO protect pedestrian traffioc
wita gates, automatic Xlagumen, Or otner devices, as very little
attention is paid tTo them by people on Zoot.

Unlegs very unusual conditions existed, it would pe

most unwvise and against the general policy of the Commission to

open up a grade orossing within one blLock of a subway. No valid

reason appears in this case way thig policy should be varied Xrom.

- It L8 oclearly established thatT the existing suoway at lacDonald

Avenue is inasdequate and dangerous to trarric in its present con-
dition, but the Corxmission has dealt with that situation in its
Decision No. 7029 in Application 3781 rendered on January l2, 1920.

It is to be noped that the improvements conmtemplated in that deci-
sion will soon de made. Fhen improved as oraered, the oapacity and
convenience of the subway will ve greatly increased and an addition-
al grade crossing less than 80C Zeet distant will not be necessary.
If, on the other hand, a grade crossing is now estaolished, the very
purpcse or the subway will be ignored and its luprovement will certaine
ly be postponed iX nov entirely neglected. Tntil the trarfic condi-
tions through the improved subway at Macdonald Avenune have been given
& thorough trying out, this c¢rossing chould not be opened. It is rec-

ommended, thereXore, that the application be denied.

Council of the City o Ricamond having £iled with the Rail~-
road Commission an application ror an order pexmitting the construction
and maintenance or a grade crossing across tre railroaa track of the
Southern Paciric Company at'Bissell Avenue in tne City of Ricbmond,
Contra Costa County, Calirornia, a yudliic hearing having neen held and
the Commission being rully apprised in the premises and being of the

Opinion that an additionsl grade crossing within 800 feet of the iiac




Donald Avenue Subway, the improvement oY wihich ras been ordered
by the Coxmission, is not warranted at this time and should be
denled,

It is hereoy ordered, that this application be and
the same 13 heorooy denied without prejudice.

The foregoing Opirnion and Order are hereby approved

and ordered filed as tno Opinibn and Order orf the Railroad Com-

mission 0f the State ox CaliXornis.
Dated at ﬁrancis irornia,
thia;f day or 920.
174

S8iloners.




