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0n Jenuary 9, 1513, the Board of Supervisors of Seata Clara
County, California, filed wit:a. the COmmiss‘ion an applicatioﬁ roi' per-
nission to comnstruct a pubdlic highway at grade across the tracks of
Scuthern Pa.c..ﬁc Comya.ny on the wes? side of and ad.joining the City
of ];‘a.lo Alto in said cow.m.,;, said highway to be an ex‘tena...on of Pzlo
Alto Avenue 0% said civ Tae center line of wis proposed public

: h..e;hwa.y as desc*ioed in tb.e petition is as follows:

‘”Beginning at 5 point oz the soutierly
Line o2 Alma Street, which point is
South 73 Deg., 53 Min. Vest, 61.48 feet
from o point in tae p*olonga..ion of the
northerly line of Alma Street, 201.36
ft. from the intersection of ke norther-
1y line of Alma 3treet wita the soutaer-
ly line of Palo Alto Avenue; thence ,
South 73 Deg., 53 Uin. West, 1l72. 2%,
2o a point on tiae southerly line of the
Southera Pacific Rallroad Company's
right-o.-way, thence continuing on sane

line 73 Deg., 53 Hin. West, 303.9 £t. to
2 point on the San a.nci-co road.
Being a sirip of 1a.nd oL the wniform
width of 60 ft. and 30 ft. on cach side
of the above descrived line.”
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- The a.pplica.‘tion states generally taat s separation of
grades is unrco.son._blc a.nd its a.dvanua.aes are not sufﬁcient to
warrant the expenmditure; also that the paysical features: o:t_‘the
croesing and surroundings are. favorable o & grade crossing.

| A hearing was held upoxn the application a‘ﬁ San Jose on
March 24, 1913, at whickh all interested porties wefe .' repré‘échteé.
and testimony token concerning the proposed croasing.

Southern Pacifi¢ Company contendéd “at it was reasonable
and practicadle to comstruct a sub=-grade c":oasing under its tracks
to:‘_a.ccommodme the pudblic highway prayed for eitner at Pa:’.b Al‘to
Av}énue or at Eawtkorne Avezue, which is ‘the next parallel street
abutting on the railroad about? four hundred (400) feet south or‘
'Pé.‘lo*Alto/Avez;&é.' This company sutmiited an estizate of thc cost
of a subway, Or under-grade crdssing., eq,ui;pped wi'»h a pema.nent
atecl and concrcte overiead bridge, and roadwsy paved with i'irctn-
class macadax, imcludi ne; conc-ete sidewalks and curd, a.e;grega.uing
318.’526.50.. The estimated cost of the subway, including 'r..a.e_-‘over-‘
nead ridge, within the limits of Tight-of-way of Souc'hem" Pacific
Compé.ny, was $2.1 649.50. Tuis cost, the Southern ?a.ciﬁc' COz'ﬁmy "
‘s.sreed to bear 1f the City of Palo A..to on ‘ahe east side o:' it ”
*-d.e;ht-o -way would stand the cost o' the east a.pproa.ch 'to 'w.o zr[:.'bwa,f.
 estimated to be $3,576.50, and also if the County of Santa Cla.m. "
wouleé sta.nd 'c....c esu:....a..ed cozt of the wez’c aprroach to the subway
on the wes‘b side o:t.‘ its ri;;h‘t—of-way, estimtcd to be  $3,300. 50.\_

'Iheae figures were, however, for a au‘away at ._awtho:me
Avem:.e. The cost of & s:!.milar 5ubway at Palo A.lto Avenue on 'r.he
line of 'the propoced rallway as laid out, was estimated %o be but
:L:.mlc .’m excess, if any, of tae above sta.te::.cn

On March 29, 1513, theze was filed wita the Comnission &
j:oe't:!.‘c:.on from the City of Palo Alto and also a protest and petition
from Loretta B. Zart, a rezidext and ower 61’ property in Palo Alto -
adjoining the proposed croﬁsiﬁg, »rotesting agalinst any conaid_era.tion

of o subway for tke proposed public highway under the tracks of the
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Southern Pacific Company, snd ingleting tkat the Cormission grant the
application fox the gr-adc e oaaing.

_ A rehee.ring was hel d wpon the application and tke matiers
conta.ined in tke peutions be Te the Commizsioz at San Francisco on

A:pril 23 1913, at wh.ich all :.nte*cc':ed parties were reprcscnted.

Test..mony was introduccd .ending to show in cfi'ec* that & zubwa.y ox
' undersrade crozsinz was. neithe* deslrel nox coneide*ed a.dvisa’ole by
'::.he citizens of Pa.lo Alto, and '&he ovners of ccr«a...n a.djo ning. pxop—
erty in the city. SOu'c.a.em Pacific Company again :::a.inte.incd tha.t
rr*a.ae croa ing would be very da.ngerous and ha.za.:'dous ‘o the pnblic
traveling on the highway and reiterated 11::. previous offer to ..,'r.n.nd

such expense as might be necessary for the conztmction of an under-
grade crossing within tae "_mits of i%ts own rie;ht-o:‘-ray. .

On IZny 20, 1913, in:‘omal conlerence was keld before the
_Cc:miséion at Palo A.'Lto.. At this mecting it was shown that a subway

or undergrade ¢rossing at Palo Alto Avenue was :‘da.s:.b" ané practica.‘blc

anéd that a gra.de' cross ing 2t eitier Paleo Al Avenue or Ea.wt..ome |
Avenuc would be very da.ngerous and hazgrdous to tae pu'b 4¢. On Ju.z;e -
28 a.nd., July ll, 1913, further informal coni'erences were hcid ‘bei‘orc, the
Commigsion at San Francisco at which all interested parties were -repre- -
sented. At the last conference Southern Pacific Company swtmitted
plans and specifica.tions Lo a‘sibwajr or an undergrade crossing to be
lo;cé.ted in ke vieinity of Palo Alto Avveﬁue-‘ - These plans a.nd speci-
:‘i&a.tioﬁa were accep‘;ﬂ‘ble to-‘dll interestcd pdrties. Southorn P&ci}l"c.\‘x”\
. Co:npa.ny at tkis conference also sub:ni.t ed az estima.te of the COSv of |
*zaid suoway or unc‘.e:sra.de crossing, whick wa.z to e equippec‘. w:'.th a
:xemanent steel azd concrete oves hea,d br ide;e a.nd roa.dwa.y p..vad with ‘
*:&rst—claas zacedan including 8 concrete sidewa‘lk a.nd eurd, agzre= |
gating 325 965.00. The estimated cost to Soutkern Pa.ciﬁc Company is’
s::.s(,.uo 00 This is for tze subway, including the overhea.d bridge
Tom- 'the easterly right-o:t'-wa.y Limits of Southern Pe.c:!.ﬁc COmpa.nJ
line yarallel with Southern P::.ci ic Conpany? s wes .erly right-0L-way
Line, vrh.'!.c iz a distancc 14 approxima'tely foxty-Live (45) feer cwsuér-
o ...y from a.foreza...d Southiern Pacific Company's weaterly *igh -or-way

line, which line would be a line connecting the extrixe weatcrly




' ’poin?.s oL <hc subway wing walls. This cost the .,outmm Pacific
Company agreed to bear 1F thc City of ?a.lo ALTO on thc ecst side of

: its -ie,h t—of~way would pay for the estinmated cost o.; the co st approach
...o the su‘way, which was estma.ted 10 be $9,000.00, and also iz ’the |

) Coun s of Santa Cla.ra. would pay Lor the eatinmateld cozt of ".:hc west |

,ap:proa.cn to the subway up to iae ‘west wing alls of the subway,m..cb.
was estinated to be 84 ,525.00. ‘

After giving full consideration to the matters contained

iz the applicasion, fc.o-"c‘.he testimony submitied, and to tae jeti:ions' '
a.nd' protes‘:‘s" rne_.-a’,‘ I an of the bpinion that it i3 entirely rea.sonable
and practicabie to avoid o grade crossizg of ine proposed public high-
way with thc tracks of the Southerzn Pacific c:ompa.ny in the vi-cini'_cy-o..
'Pélo‘-a‘.lto- Avenue, Cify? of Palo Alto, Senta Clara cbun‘:.y. Calif omia.,‘ |
at a coa‘é based upen tac ostimate su'bmit'ted Yy the. SOu.hern IPa.ci.ﬁ.c
Company last hcreinﬁefore mentioned, and that it is entirely reason-
aole to 'the ol ‘ty of Pa.‘!.b» A.lto and %o ':he- County of Sartae Cla.ra ar.d 3
‘coct weick said ci Y a..d coun‘.:.y Can rea.sonab.x.y e *cquire"' ‘to ;p...... P
pate in. j | |
| The testimony ehows that a grade crossing al le.‘.'::hc_: Palo
Alto Avesue or Eawiborne Averue is ovscured in several directions by |
' 'treeﬂ and b*uéh ‘and' wo..J.d be extrexely dan.gcrou "'or‘}l.'zighw.xzy:' trafﬂc. ‘
The SOut.hem Pacific Compa.ny operater upwarda ol sevcnty tralne. per
~day over its double ...ain line tracks at this poin , 'Ib.e 3:ra.de crosa—”
ing, if pemi ued due to local condivions would be unusually n.a.za.rdou...
r.mc'. its danger, so for 28 the traveling public i3 concc*ned would con-
tinuslly :anrease fror:. year +o year as boih the ra...lroud a.nd uhe .a.igh-
wgy traffic. -ncreases-.
Whot o few years ago wese deecmed unsurmountable obs tacle§
".'to' zn undergrade or overgrade crossing are now treated as only
engineering difficult:‘.es, wh....c.h skill and ca.piva... can genera....ly over-
| come. It is, therefore, ':.hc sestleld policy of ':.h:.'.a 00mis-5..on when

one ra.ilro..d desires 1o c*oas a.nomer, or wkere it is des...red ..hat tnc

'highway cress 8 railroad or vice versa, to *equ‘.‘.re :mcb. ¢:7:¢.'>=zt;‘.'.::~.° to dbe
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made by & subway or overhead croszing whescver and whorever it i
practicadle an&yfeasiblc”so o do. ) |

| ﬂhe City of ? 0 ALtC 2xméd tac County of ta Clara, iﬁ
zy opinion, can rca,onably e reguired to‘pa:ticipate.in the expense
of conmsiruciing an undergrade crosming to the extent hereinbefore '
proposed. I do £ot find that public vecezcity demands & tcmpora:y
grade crogcsing ot the point selected, as such highwey traffic as
would use :his crossing will not be materially laconvenienced by
golng %o the present grade crossing at University Avenue, as is zow |
‘dbc case, wntil. the completion of tae 2udway.

I, therefore, su:ni* the following form of order-

C2DER

e 304rd of SQpe“risors of Santa Clara Counily, Cali o*nia,
hawing on Jenuary 9, 1913, filed witk <he Csziseion an application
for permisasion %o construct & pudlic highway crossing ot grade across

 ‘be tracks of the Southern Pacific Campany at 2 point near the we-t
end of Palo Alto Aﬂcnuc, in the Civy of Pale. Alto, Sanua Clara County,
Celifornia, as shown by the map zttached to the upplica on,.«n¢,a ,
hearins having been held ty the Commission upon the matter at San
Jose, Cal £o*nia, en haxdh 24, 1913, and a rerex *ing a- San Francisco
on April 23. 19;5, 2t which =11 pa:ties in*e*czved inc Lding the cis e’
of P2lo Alto ard ceriairn protestirg aljoining p*ope*ty owneru were
duly reprcsented and 1t a@pca: ng to the Commi ssion tn_* it is p 2C=
‘ticable to avoid o grade crossing of the Soutkern Pac*fic COmpany'
tracks at the proposed poiznt of crozsing by const rucving 2 snbway.
or\unders:ade crossing: end it furﬁher;appea: e that. Sauthern Pacific
<Company'has‘agreedlto ﬁeax the greater part of tke co,t:of‘such.underj 
gréde c:oséing, bei#g ﬁhat‘portiqn of the cost atiaching to 1the con~ ”
structior of e subway under its toacks and'be*vecn‘ﬁhc”casté*iy”
1imiﬁsléf' ts right-o_-way and,, ;the exireme weste*ly 1imits of Jhe

subway wing walls, provided the City of Falo Alto will bear the,cast‘

o
v
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.o conztruciing '!:he app*o..ch 'tc sa.ic‘. subway on tihe ea.st ol dc wimn ..
its J...mits, exnd ziso p*ovidea t...e Ccun..y of Santa Cl:Lra wi "1 sta.nd
the cost of constmcung the west approa,ch to the zubwa;y' up to the

westerly limits of 'che su‘mmy wizg walls, and It furtrer a.:ppearing
thot ':'.he applicat:'.cn as present e’ should be denled, but that an

oxrder shcu...d be lssued app*oving the construction oi‘ z mbway, or
undergrale crossing, Iox tae| prcpo-scd higkway, at or near the point

‘of crossing proposed, as hereinafter provided,

‘IT IS EEREZY ORDERED tkat pcmsszon bc‘he*eby gmme'd to

the"P ard of eunew.sors of San':a Cla.ra Counsy, Ca.l..,o*nia, the
Southern Pacific COmpa.ny a.nd the City of Palo Ato, Banoa Cla.ra.
Ccunty.‘ Ce.lzfcmia., to construct 2 suoway, O ur.de"'grade c-'o!zaing,
under 'me tra.cl:s of the Southerz Pacific Compary 2% or near 1the west
end of Palo Alto Avenue in said Clwy of Polo Alvc, a8 shcwn by ke
map ar.d ple.ns ﬁ..ued o7 ..,cuthem Pa.ci*"ic Cozpany on .Tuly i1, 1915,
and that ‘said map and plans ’Dc and are Lereby approved ard t.ha.t thc
s..(bwa.y ahall e ccnatruc ted upon tae fca.low..ng terms and conc...tions,
end not o.he*wise, towit: ‘ ‘

(1) The suoWay ‘ghall ve ccnstmcted o ccnfom 10 speci-’ica
‘conv..ined in Geperal OrTdex No. 26 of tkis Commissiox.

(2) Ehc subwad' s.he.ll be conatn.ctcd in accordance with pla.ns end
apeciﬁca.tions prepa.red by exd nztua...ly satisfeciory o ‘t.he Sou":he*n
Pacific Cc*pany, the Cit y of Pa.lc Alto ard tihe County cf Santa Clara,
wh:i.ch plans and: spec:.fimtions w«-*e filed oy Southern Paciflic Cc:npa.ny
on "'uly 1, 1913, end are app*cvod oy this Ccmisaicn. )

(3) The cost- oi‘ ccnszructing 2nd mointeining the subway skall e
, :mpo*ticned be*'ween the pe.rties e '.an.lOWﬂ'

(a) Under the tracks a.nd frox the ezsterly limits of the
rich“'-o:'-wd.y ol 'cb.e Soutkern Paci’ic Cozzpa.ny tec tke
westerly .a.imits of me wing walls of m«: au'bway, B

includine; t.c.e necescary overkhead bridge re ..a.ining :

-~
—alpan >

wails, pavme;, sidewalXs, sump, “and dra..nae;e pi'pe

for Temoving water from the subwa.y, ehall ‘be borne




Yy the Southern Pacific Compony;

The east approach to the subway 'wiihin"fhc"limi/'ﬁé -o:;' |
the Cit y of Pa.lo Ato, ineluling the noces.,a.:y gra.dins,
paving, retsining wails, eic., sha.:.l‘_be bo:me by ‘:he
City of Falo Alto; o |

Tae west apéréach' to the sﬁ'oway vp to the westerly
1imits of tm: wring v:a...ls of the: subway, including
grading, pavirg, etec., shall ve bome by tke- C‘ounty
ot Sé.nta Cla_.f_a.; |

(4)‘ The subway shall e completed and resly for wee within
edght teen (18) months after the dote o7 this order.

{8} skould the City of Palo Alto and tee County of Sants Clars
i‘ail‘ or refﬁse to’:,‘oin in 't.b.e consiruction of said subway hcrein‘oefore
pro#ided for, enéd foil or refuse to share in the cost thereof a8
herein‘befcre‘ specified, ther and iz 4 ‘a case, this order 'beconez null
' a.nd #o:‘;d ‘and the Southern Pecific Compa.ny is relieved Zrom the pro-
visions of this o*dér directing its -Caa.re in the cost of tae sa2id
‘subway and '::':.e spplication for the crossing preyed for hercin will de
d‘missed by the Commission. |

(6} Tais order shall be without prejudice to the right of the
| Comissidn to hereaﬁer rake such further ozders Telative o the con-
' s‘truc .zon, main;emce, operation and protection of the 'pu‘clicy ni@z—

o**i.,ed,
way crosaing bemoy --~:, as in the opinion of tie Comiss_on publ:tc :

conven...encc and nece zity dcm.s.nd.

'I'he fgregoi‘ng oPinion and QOxder are hereby approved andé

ordered filed as the Opinior axd Crder of tke Railroad Cemmission.

~ Dated at Sanm Frencizeo, Califorsia, this d '&Y—L . day




of July, 1513.

Comuizsioners.




