Decision Xo. ;%:Zc>

Iz the Matter of the Application of

TEQMAS J. ROURKE ané EZELLL M. 20URKE,

his wife, ownexrs of a2 water plant, Lprlication XNo. 543%6.
to abandon public utility service.

2oul J. 0tto, for Lpplicants.
L. 0. Lopez, for certein consumers.

BRUNDIGE, Cormissioner.

C2IXNTON.

This 1s cn application by Thomes J. Rourke and Ella
. Bpurke,lhis wife, ko own and operate & smell water mwillity, for
sutzority to discontizue service or for suthority to charge increased
ratos.

Aprlicents hérein gell water for domestic and
irrigation purpoges 10 & colony of Yexicans residing in & small towmn
some two aznd one half miles south of Lzusa, Los Angeles County, there
being soproximately 500 people in the colony. Applicants sllege in
effect vhat the present charge for water of 90¢ per houmr's operetion
of the yump, does not yleld sufficlent revenue to meet operating ex-

venses 02 the plant. It is also alleged that duxing certain periods

of the yeer the Azusa Irrigation Compeny wastes water through a ditch

which passes through *this colony, and at suck times, this waste water
is uzed by epplicants’ consumers free of charge. 3By reason of this
fact applicents herein roceive 2o reovenue from these consumers during

this period, eltaough treir plant mﬁstrbe nmaintained.




Lpplicents »ray that the Commiscior pormit then to discontimme
service, or establish & schedule 0f ratves which will vo compensatory.
The waver supplying the colony in cuestion is pumped Lrom & well and
delivered by applicantis to the northeast cormer of the tract, on Bonita
Avenune. Frox this point the éonsumers heve instelled meins to transport
vhe weter vo C¢isterns, Z2rom which they use it == needed.

At tho resring herein mpliconts filed en exihibit purporting
Yo ghow thet the cost of delivering weior c ssumers was $52.43
per hour's operation of gppiicants’ pump. Commiasion’s engineers
estimated & cost of $2.§8 Der aouxr's operation of the pump. It appears
that in the early part of the drecsent year ir. Rourke and his consumers
envored into an agreement to increase the rate Zor seriice from 90¢ to
%$2.50 per hour's operation of the yump. Tris increased rate schedule
decroased the use of water very meterislly, and only $222.25 revenue
has boen received during the vast six months.

This system wes originelly installed by Mr. Rourke and opersted
in comjunctior witha 2 sgtore. 1xr. Tourze has since severed khis conzection
with the store, @ d now operates & ranch. The rarnch has not as yet
yieldoed any ircome w0 applicants, and therefore at this time they hevo
10 other income than that derived from the weter sysvem. It ls claimed
by Xr. Rourke thet the operation of the water sysiem regquires =0 muceh
of his time thet he is mansble 10 sccept snmotier .position by which to
eaern & livelihood.

+ appearc from the evilence tizat there Ils mno other source
o2 weter supply available for these 500 residents of “tae Xexican colony,
and thet the discontinuznce of service by apolicaxts would work & hard-
ship upon these consumers. Zowever, iae evidence shows thet & nuxber
of “he consumers are willing to pay & higher rate for water in order %o
have tiiz service convinumed. PThe fact that comsumers of tals system store

thelr weter in cisterzs will ensble applicants o operave their yump

plent only & smell portion of the time, and I ax of the opinion that if




2 rule is establisneld sutnorizing applicants w0 oporate thelr pump
plant only in the oearly nvorvion 02 cack month, & large part of the
hardship now worked npoz lir. Rourke will be elimirated.

The ¢onsumors of thls system canxot expect to have service
continned unless they are willing o0 pay & rcasonable rato for The

service rendored.

It lg feir to applicents that o rate schedule be estabvliched
walch will assure them & fair income, not sudbject To the uwncerteinty
which now exists owirng to the use of the waste: water from the systenm
02 the Azuse Irrigation Compeny. To accomplish this it sppesrs desir-

sble that su sumuol minimum cherge be esvablished for each consumer.

It further appearc advizable that the consumers unite and appoint as a
representetive some responsible verson to set in their behel? in their
dealings with applicants. The person appointed should preferably ve
qualified to interprot their langucge.

I submit herewith the following form of order:

Thomes J. Rourke snd ITlle X. Rourke, his wife, heving made

appiication for sumthority to discoxntinume public utility sexvice or to

ostadlich fair and reesonabdle rates, & public hearing heving been reld,

ond the Commission being fully apprised in the premises,

It iz hereby found as & fact, thaet yublic convenience exd

necessity require the contimmance 02 the overation of this system.

ind 1t is hereby Purtaecr found as a fact, that the rate

heretofore charged by seplicanteiz urjust snd unressonsble, and trat the
ratos rborein estevliched are Just end reasonadble rates.

And bvesing 4t s oxrder uwpon the foregoing findirngs of fact and
upon the Ffurther stotements of fact conmtzined in the opinion preceding

this oxder,
IT IS ESRZBY ORDERED “kat “he epplication o2 Thomas J. Rourke




end Elle . Rourke, his wife, for authority to discontinue service be

end it is heredvy denied.

IT IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDERED tnat Thomas J. Rourke and Elle

. Rourke, his wife, vo 2nd thoy are hereby anthorized to file with the
Railroed Cormission wtthin twenty (20) days from *he date of this order,
snd thereafter cherge the following »etes for water delivered T their

consumors:

RATE SCEEDUIE:

Mini{mum annual payment for eack family, $9.00.
This snnuel cherge shall be dme exd payable
on Jenuwery Z2irsi of each year, and completed
paymerv shell be made not lator vhan March
first of esch year.

In sddition to the sbhove annual cherge minfmum
montkly charge of 75¢ for ecach family,
envitling it to the entire discharge from
vhe pump for oxze half hour per monih.

ZXCZSS WATER:

For the full disckarge of the pump, £2.50 per hour.
For the remainder o the year 1920 thae snnual charge
shall be prorsted end collectidble within Twenty
(20) days of the effective date of this oxder.
I7T IS EEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that applicants herein be and
they are heredy directed to Pfile with this Commission within thirty (30)
days from the date of this oxder, foxr ite epprovel, rules and reguletions
providing for the ostablishment of & schedule for trhe operstion of ite
punp plent, which schedule shall stote that the pump will be operated on
or &8s near the first of each 22d every month £: convenient, and 2or the
operatioﬁ of the pump continuousl& natil all storege that i1s ready to
receive water is sorved; and gpplicents shall 2ot be required to start
their pump Lor less than +wo homrs sexrvice.
IT IS FEREBY FURTEER ORDERED that applicants be and they are
hereby dirocted to pul into effect the rules and regulations submitted eg

anended asnd gpproved by this Commisciox.

The foregoing opinion snd order are hereby snproved and

ordereé filed as the opiniom ard order of the Railroad Commission oL the

State of Califorrie.




)
Deted at Sen Froncisco, Californie, this 77‘ ~  day of
September, 1920.
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r/ €Co ssioners.




