Decisiorn No. 2 /443

DEIFORE THE RAILROAD COLALISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In +tkre matter of the application of City
of Oakland, a nunicipal corporation, for
permission to construct a grade crossing
acrose the tracks ol the Southern RaciXic
Conpany o ag To connect the westerly
texrminus 0¥ Sevent: Street, 28 tLe sane
now exists, witn the casterly end of Secv-
enth Street, &s the same is now being con-
structed.

Application Ko. 5950.
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Gray foxr City ¢Z Qaklaxd,
oulds Lor Southern Pacific Compaxy.

Sormissioner.
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In this application, f£iled on July 24, the City of OQakland
geeke permission to consﬁruct Seventh Street westerly at grade across
the Zour main line <tracks of the Southern RPacific Company about three
aundred feet northeast of the present private crossing of Southern
Racific Company's road leading to Qakland Pier. It is proposed to
close the yprivate crossing. IThe opening of the proposed crossing will
also change the location and improve the oxisting crossing with the
two eide tracks leading froxm the vier into Celdar Street. As +these two

tracks aro waimportant in comparison wit:z the mein line tracks, they

need not de given Lurther consideration here, as the decigion in this

application is deterxzined oy the conditions surrounding the maln line
Crossing.

Trhe City of Caxlend is developing 1ts proporty on the water-
Lront north ol Osklaxnd Pler, and has already leaced portiorns of this

waterfront to the Albers 3Brovhers Lilling Company, the Parr XcCormick




Comnany, and others. .ic & consideration urnder these leases and as
2 roguisite To the propor ovening up of thece properties, it 1s nece-
eggery For the City to comstruct and pave Seveuntr Street ffom tae
Abors Brothers L1ll near Qaxland Pilexr eastorly to the westerly ter-

minus of Seventh Street nesr 2oy Street. This street extension has

already been constructed with the exception o the crossing applied

for.

Ordinance No. 3264 of the City of Qakland, walck was passed
t0 allow of the olimination of "death cuxve™, rezerves to the City
the right to extend Sevenﬁh'Street aexrosg the tracks of the railroad
company snd provides that whenever the City Council may desire to
coxstruct & subway at this poirnt, the railroad company skall pay one-
kalf the c¢ost. CTrhese ordinance reservations were embodlied Iin an
agreenont ertered into by the City and the railroed coxpany on July 14,
1913, copy of whick was subnitted as ipplicant’s "axkiblit Xo. 27,

The Soutkera Pacific Compeny in the hearing urged the texporary
opening of the crossing at grade as gpvlied for, tkis beirng in pur-
susnce of the agreexent with the City of Cakland, and as affording
better protection than the present privete ¢rocsing meintained by the
Soutkern Pacific Company. It desired, however, trhat the crossing be
changed from a grade crossing to an overhead crossing in case travel
netexrielly incréases in tre future.

Zgtinmates made oy the City show that an overkead nighway crocse-
ing at tziz point would cost much lesg to coangtruct than a subway. The
estimated coct of an overheald crossing was placed 2t £200,000. Tkre
City testified that at present it 2ad no way of raising money to pay
its skhaxe of the cost o <kis structure and wes in fact forced to Lore-
g0 the construction of some very nsecessary sewers,. and otiaer improve~

mente on account of lack of funds.




In view of the fact tast it is absolutely necessary for a con-
nection to ve made tetween tke newly constructed extension of Seventih
Street and Seventh 3Street, and teking irnto cozslderation that the
proposed crossing will cross the tracks at more nearly & right angle
than the existing privete crossing and will therelore be oze hundred
and seven (107) feet saorter in distance across the *racks, and also
that traffic will be merely moved from one crossing to another, and
taking further consideration of the fact that City of Cekland haes 20
woney available at this time for the coastruction of o grade serara=-
tioxn, +he presiding cbm issionor feels that this application shouwld
be grented and thst a grade crocsing skowld be installed temporarily

wuntil suech time as traffic conditions warrant and flnancisl conditlioxzns

allow of the irztallation of g grade separation.

2otk the applicent end  the railroad compeny agree thet the cross-
ing should be yrotected bj gatog but eack feels that the other showrld
stand the expense of moving the gates Zrom tie nearby crossing. Cﬁn-
sidering that tae City is to benelit in ite. waterlront development
from tihe installation of tkis crossing and the fact that the applicant
generally veys for +the installation of protection; and also consilder-

ing the ract that the railroed company is obtaining a vetier crossing

and tke release 0% the land Tor track purposes now oceupled by its

vrivate road., and also tzat the company will no longer nave to stand
the expense of mainteining this xroad, it seems eguable if both parties
share egually in the expense oX lnstalllng protection, and It will be
g0 ordered. For ithe Zurther waraing of trarfic an eutomatic flagman
should be installed iz adaition to tkhe gates, particularly for Uthe ben-

efit of night travel.

City of Oekland having orn July 24, 1920 Tiled with the Commis=-
sion an apdlication for permission to construct $evénth Street at grade

across the tracks of the Southern Racific Company et West Oakland. as
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horeinafter indlcated, a pudlic nearing having been neld ard the
Commigcsion being fully apprised in the premises and of the opinlon
that the application skould be granted subject to certain conditions,
as hereinafter specified,
I IS EERESY ORDIRID, That the City of Oailesd be and B same
iz hoereby granted pormission to construct Seventh Street at grade
across the tracks oY the Southerzn Pacific Company at West Oakland as
shown ox the map filea with the aﬁplication: seic crossing to be con-
gtructed subject to tre rollowizng conditions:
(1) “re entire expense 02 constructing the crossing shall be
vaid by the Southern Paclic Company a3 srnecified In Ordinance
No. 3264 of the City of Oakland, copy of wrlch was received in evidence
a8 ApplicantTs "Ixhivit No. 17.
(2) Crossing skall be constructed of a widtk of thg?ty (30)
fcot and of a typo of construction satisfactory to the CLlty ZExngineer
of the Zity oL Oakland.
(%) ©Seid crossing szsall be protected oy crossing gates to be
from the neardy privete crossing sud also by an sutomatic Llag-

man. The expense 0¥ installing these devices saall be dborne egqually

by the City of Qakland and the Southexn Paclific Company.

(4) The oxisting private crossing sbout three aundred (300)
foet couthwest of he proposed crossing skzall be closed to iravel.

(5) ™his order shall remain in force antil such time as this
Commission Yeols that traffic conditions warrant a separatlon of grades
at this point. ‘

{(6) The Commission reserves the righkt to maxe suca further
ordors relative to the location, constructlon, operatlon, maintenance
and protection of said crossing &3 to it may seem rigkt and properiand

o revoke its permission if, in its Judgment, the public convenience
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and necessity demand such action.

.
i,
Dated at Sen Frazcisco, California, this L af = dsy

of Septembder, 1920.

zonrissioners.




