
In 'the ltatter of the Appl1ee.tion ) 
of B~ ~~ WOEXS, a. cor- ) 
pora.t1on, :or e:a:til,or1 ty 't 0 1:lerease ) 
rates. } 

1s.;pplieation No. S'l~. 

Chicker1ng & GregorY, by Eva:o. -:illiams and ':l. ~. Fox, 
tor lpplies.::.'t. 

7;. ? Gri ja.lva. , Ci-:y'l.:ttorney, :for City of :ae.ke.rs~1eld. 

J • .A. ri-i-omtm, MAyor, representing the e.a.stenL portion 
o~ 'the City o~ 3ak&rs~ield. 

Charles ~. Sears, represent~ the East Eakers~1eld 
co~ty. 

Eeisol::. A'bal, repreeenting the Ken COtcty Farm Bores.u. 

:SY .£ C ;0:' CO.llll1:ISSI OX • 

O?I~ION -------

Ea:mr~1eld t:a.te.r Works, applicant in the above entitled 

matter. is a. pu.blic utility wa:telr c.a:::tpBllY engaged 1.n the busi-

ness ot sell1ng end. d1str1'bu"C1::.g W8.'ter tor d.omestic llttr)?osea 

to C' OllSUJLl.t1rs in and in the vic 1ni ty o~ Ba.kersf1e ld. Ca.11t orma. 

In this proceeding applicSllt asks :t or authority to increase- ita 

rates :tor se.::v1ce .. alleging in e~fe.et 'tha.t' the pr&eent rates do 

not proQ;l.O.c.&" i!J;cOlllt: S'tliticient to eq'OB.l. 'ma1ntenanee and opera-

tion expense.s, repla.eement annUity and an adeqaate return on the 

investment. 

A publ:tc hearing was held in this IC.S.tter betore Eram1:oer 

~e::rtover at Bakersfield, Ce.li='orllia., o~ which hearing sJ.l. all-

1. 



~l1eant's co:sumers were not1~ied and given an opport~t~ to 

e.ppear a:o.<1 be hes.rd.. At "tile hear~ Mr -: M. E. R~dy 9 one o~ the 

Commi~~ion r ~ i:lyctrau1ic ellgineers. presented a report cove:ri::tg a. 

tield inveet1ga~10n. appraisal o~ properties and maintenance 

study. 

It appears tha~ applicant'S eyst~ eoneists ot ~e wells, 

trom which 'CAO water is ptZl::.ped by electrically driven equ1pment, 

one- 100,<;00 gallon storage. t.aJ:lk, and. transmission ::w..1nB' vary1ng 

ill diame.ter trom one 1nch to ten inches. There are 8'01::& 1700 

consumers eupplied by this syste.:n.. Re:rerence is macl& to D&e1S:Lon 

1\0.2266., East Eakars::f1eld .Im;proveI:lent Assoc1a:tion VB. Bak:ers-

:field ;rater C"ompany. Case 113, de.c1ded Uarch 31, 1915. Vol'll:lle 6 

of Op~ons and Orders ot ~e Railroad CO~8eion o~ caliror.nia.. 

~age 4&2. ~or a more d.eta11e~ d&scr1p~10n ot applicant's plant, 

its history, ana. other d..a:te. rels.ti:l.g to its operation. 

In 'this proceeding D.l'p11cant subm tted. an a.~praissl. o~ :L ts: 

system 1%1 the amO'allt ot' $178,8OJ., this total including $l..825 

:tor :reorge:a1zat10n expe!l3e and $31,000 as the est1m8.ted cost o:f 

cexts.1n actdit1.ons and better.:Jents to be 1ns~led pr1.or to Jan-

uary 1. 1921, and add.ed the $'O:m of' $7,044 :t"or working ee:p1ta1 .. 

thus attbmi't'ting $185,9'05 as a. :proper ra.te base.. The corrected 

~ te base. suOmi tted. by the Commission r s eng1 near 1.& $157,840. 

~e. d.i:t:te%'cnce 1::. rate base. res1ll.ta t'rom 'the inclus1.on of' certain 

1te~ by ap~eant w~ch ~ the op~on of' the Co~&a1on'e en-

g1neer are i:p:r:operl.y ch.e.rged to cc.p1ta.l, and. certa.1:c. other :ttems 

wh.1c.ll are dU'plicat10na. 

Th~ replAcement anxro.1ty, compu'ted by the e1n 'ldng :rand methOd, 

:La $2,0&6.. ~s l.e..tter 8=. a.ceu....""Ulat.ed azmuaJ.ly, is de.S1.gned to 

proVide. a. proper tttnd =or the replacement of worn-out properties. 
The. ma.1nte:c.ance and o~era.tion ex:Pen8es· o:t' Be.kers:rield 't'la.ter 

Works. as. shown by- th.e "o-ooks o:t" 'the company :roJ:' the yeara 1918 

and 1919 were ~25,lS2 and. ~O, 973, respectively. 



Applicant submitted. an ost1::la.~ 0::' $42..264.95 as 8. reasona.ble 

allowance for opera:~iXlg e.:x:pe.nses. In Cox:miss:1on's Exhibit "'A'" 

the S'CIll o:i $32.,,~70 is ect out as re.a.s.o:o.s.ble f'or this expense.. 

The. eViden~e re1e.t1ng to o.:pplieant 'a past and probable: ~

'Care expend1tu:res has bee::. eare~ly considered, and l.t a.ppears 

that 'Owing to the increase 1.::. the cost of electrical energy ~ la.-

bor and neeessar,y supp1ies~ the eost o~ oper~t1on Wil~ oe 1nereaa-

ed over that of prev10tIS years:. L:akiJ:g proper a.llowances: i'or 

these various iteI:lS, it appears that the etm:. o:r $35,000 is a. :fair 

and .just. est1ma.te ot the :::a.ture wmuel cost o:r operatiIlg 'this sya:-

tem. .. 
!!!b.e :t'ollow1ng is a s1mnsry o:f the annualcllargea, based on & 

care~ consideration or the evidenc&: 

Interest on $160,. 000 at. 8%~ • • •. • .$12,800 
Replacem~t FUnd,. • • • • • . • • 2,066 
Ma.1utenance and O:pe::e.tion,. • • • • • 35 r 000 

. . 
The opera't.ive i:o.cO!:le o:r this CO!:lPSllY :ror 1918 VlaB $42,. 730 

and :Lor 1919, $43,812.. During 'thEtse two yee.rs: the. Southern ~ac1:r1e 

:R~lroad COI:pany purcba.sed. large. quanti ties ot water from Bakere-

:tield !:ra.ter Com:pa.:cy, but 't.he ro-ilroad. compa.:ay lla.s now 1nstalled 

a p'tmlpiJ:lg plant of its Owll, thereby re.dueing the income o:f the. 

w.a.ter cOlnpaIl'Y to a:pprox:t:na.tely $30,000 p&r annum. 

Ta-ldng all the ':sets end co::l.d1t10:c..s 1nto consid.ore.t1011, it 

13 apparent tha.t thi~ is e. esse in 'Which the appliee.t1 on :for a:1:4-

thor1ty to incree.se rates should be granted, end the schedule- es-

'tsbl1shed in the :::ollow1ng order 1a designed to return to eppll-

cant ~tenanee and operation expensa~ replacement tund and in-

teres.t on illvestI:l.e:c:t. 

RA'ZERSFIE!.D ~ WORZS having a.pplied. to the Railroad Com-

s. 



mission tor authority to increase its rates tor water, a ~ublie 

heD.Xing :b.a.vi:c.g been held. and tl::.e Cox:miseior. be inS :ulJ.J' apPl'iS--

cd in the premises. 

It ie Zoreby FOttrtd. (J.S a. :i"act 'tl:I.8:: 't.o.$ ra.t~s ll.lld. cn.o.rsos o~ 

:Beken!lel~ 'fte;ter \'10I'lte, lr.. a 0 tar a.a t:c.ey d1::ter l:rom 'the n'tee 

and. tha.t tAo :rates and cb.A:rgea here1.n eatablisheci arc just antt 

reaso:o.a.ble :ra:~as, 

Alld ba.s1llg 1. ts order 0;:: the :::orego11::.g :r1.z:t<Ung 0::: ~ct and: 

~on the ~er atatemen~s o~ ~eet eontainea in the op~on 

which pre'ee des tllis order, 

it 1s hereby a.u.thorized. to Zile with the ~ilroa.d Commis.sion o:f 

the St2.te o~ Cc.li:rornia, within t':e:o.tiy (20) days troe the date 

For every teneItent or ci"::el11ng house o~ 5 rooms 
or less, s.:ld.. be:tl:l;oom.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. •• $1.50 

For every ~e~ent or ~~elling house over 5 
roo=s. zor e~ch a.dditional roo: • .. .. .. .. .15 

For "ml.ter closc:ts. or be.tht.u.bs in private resi-
denees, ec.eJ:. .. -.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .... .20 

For res~ta &nci es:tillg :c.ousas:, • .. .. .. 4.00 'to 8.00 

For small stores, ot:rices or shops, ... . . . . . 
For large stores and. ~eho~s, .. .. .. 
For so~t d-~ pnr~orz, .......... .. . . . . . . . 
For roo:r::s in second. and. thlrd stories oceupiee. 

1.:>0 

3.00 

3.00 

as ot'tie~s., ~e1:. roo: with v:a.tcr,.. .. .. .. .. .... .50 
'1;' ... • , 1 . • or p.c.o IooOgre.:P.o. g'e_ enes,.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • 

For public water closets or urinals, each 

For public bc:~J:::~u.'b~ uzed in batllns e:;:t..s.b-lisl'll::ents, 

3.00 

1.00 

boarding houses. a.::ld. barbe:: shops, :per tub, ~.25 

4. 



?e.r ~OIlth 

. . . . .. .. 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

.. .. . .. 
. .. 

.~.oo 

.. 3.00 

Por- b~ckz:ni t~ s::.opa or -:re.gon eJ:.o:pa :r eX' the 
use of water for cooling tir~s, etc.,. 

For e~ch a~~tlonal torge or =ire, .. .. .. .. .. 
Por e~ch garage or sa..-vice ata:~1on, .. . . . . 

2,.00 

.60 

3.00 

Por ec.ch $.'\;.to:::lobile. .. • .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • •• .U 

]'or l'ri vate z.tc.blcs tor one horse and buggy, 
1.:::!.c'lud.1:::..S vre.:ter 1; 0 w:lS!! s&O.e,. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. 

. . . . .. . 
:E'or ~ivcry, ooar<i, :reeel, ~e$ and. hack stables, 

1!lclud1ng \-:ate:r to m::.s:b. vehicles, per horse, 
1::Srl:a:r:. per tlOIlth, .. • .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. • 

Fo:: ~cAooJ..h.ouso.s, tor ec.c:b. :pupil... .. .. .. .. .. 

.20 

.:50 
2..00 

For s.:tca::n e:lgines no",; ~"or:iti:as 'over te:c. hor~c-
:po~ar per ~, ~or each horse-~o~er so used,. .00 

Por all s":ea.:n engines working over -teIl horse·-
ltower ~cr d..a:S. ~or e.ec:c. horse-power 30 usett,... -50 

Por barber s.hops, ZO!" e.c.ch chair used.,. 
~n~~ pur month,. • .. .. .. .. .. .. 

... .00 
.. .. .. 2.00 

For ~ounta1ns not to ~ use~ more than 6 hours 
per day, zor 1/16 inch jet,- .. • .. .. .. .... 2.00 
Por 1./8. U:.c:h jet,. .... .. .. .. .. .. 6.00 
:0: 1/4 inch jet, ......... .. .. .. ... 10.00 

For VlatetiIlg la.7:tl.S az:.d gro'QlcLs, pl.a.:.te'd to 
!!"jlru.bbery,. iJ:::.clu.d1:!s ;o;a.':e!" :ror 'trees end 
shrubbery ill fto:r:.t -:hereof'. :por ~i::::ty-~oot 
n-ont t • • .. • • • .. • .. .. • • • • • .. • .75 

For the use 0: hose in tron~ o~ stores and 
shops, tor we.s:b1.ng w1z::.do7re SJld. spr1llkl1ng 
sid.Gr.a1 k3. per tro~t toot, .......... . .. . 

. . 
For public la.un.o:r1es, emll, • • • .. . • • • • 

For :pu-~lic la.u::.d.ries. large, • .. • .. .. 
For bottl1ng works,. . .. . . . . . . . .. .. 
:E'or meat :n.a.xke·ts... • • • • . . . . . . . . . . 
For public halls or lodge roOtIS, • • • • • • • 

5. 

.025 

l.60 

5.00 

8.00 

&i.OO 

3.00 

2.00 



:per Month.. 
For the tirst ~ive oa.-rals o~ lice or ceme~t 

( ts.) :per 'bal::rel, ....................... . 
Cbl ovar ti barrels, per barral?," .......... .. 

Por water u.sed. to :ux mortar and. da::l:pen 
bricke, per thousand? ............. .. • • • 

• • 

For water usact :tor .:::r.::.nicipal. :pur:poses other than 
tilose named:. :t:o. tJ:.e preceding ra.ta., "tallk: or me.-

.25 

ter measurement, per 1000 gallons, • .. .. .. .... .12 

First. 4000 gal.lons, pe.r 1000 gallo:r:a ... .. .. .. 
:Next 12000 

OVer 16000 

r.,ilnfr:mm monthJ.r cllargc: 
For S/s inch meters, .. . 
For 3i! 4 tI' " .. .. 

For 1 " tt 

For l~ ~ " .. .. 

". · . . . . . 
" · . . . . . 

.. . .. . .. .. . . . . . 
.. .. .. .. .. 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . 
For :s " " . . . . . .. .. · . . . '" .. For 6- !f " . . . . .. .. .. .. . . .. 

...... 

.25 

.20 

1.00 
1.25 
1.75 
&.50 
7.50 

1.5.00 

"1'\.... '7-.;)-"'_ .t.X.A.ted. at Sun ]'r~c1se 0,. Calizornia, this _ ;: .... 'Tr __...;....,0;;"'--__ \IooCI.o1 

oz Septamber, 1920. 


