
De-cis~on No. lfL /, it 

:BEFORE mE RArtROAD comcrssIOlY OF ~ STATE OF C.b.LIFOmA· 

J:n tlle Ma't'COr or 'tl:lo A.Pp~l.ca,'t ion ) 
) 

of m::&&VILLE VlAm WO:axs for an ) 
) 

or4er ~1X1ng rates. ) 

A. R. :Bidwell. :ror Applicant. 

BY ~ COMMISSION. 

OPINION ------..,.... 
APplicant herein is a p-a:ol1c utility water s18tem operating 

'aZl.der the :t'ieti t10ua :o.a:i:Ile and style o:r GreenVille Water Works. 

~is system 18 owned oy the estate OI one Clara B1~ell. deceased, 

a:nd is now being o:pe:ra:c.ed under the management ox J.. R. BidWell. 

~ougb. this sys.tem ·water is d.el:lvered to consumers in the town 

ox Greenville, Plumas C01l%l.ty. III 'this matter· appl1eant requesta 

the Commission to ad.just its :present ra.tes and Il.x a schedule 

which is adequate to meet present operating condit1ons. 

A pub lie hear1llg was helci. s. 1; Greenville 'onore Examj Dor 

Westover. at which all ~terested parties Were given an oppor-

tunity to be heard. No pro'tee.'t8were made against the proposed 

t1x1ng o~ new rates. and the evideDC& shows that the system. 

generally. has: been ren<iering good. service. ~e system supplies 

aoout 60 eOnB'tlmers. and. in 1919 had So total revenUe 0:( $l~681.DO, 

all consumers haVing oeen 8'Ilpplied a.t fiat rates. 
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A :tield. 1%lveatigs:tion was made and an a.ppra.isal 01' tl:le prop-

erties ot appl1ee.nt was 8u"i::,mit't&d by C. H. Monett. one of the 

Ra.ilroad Commission '8 hydra.ulic engUl.eers. The eng1:aeer '8 report 

shows an est1mB.ted original cost 0:1:: the system o~ $8.751, to which 

should oe added $SOO" the amOtmt or1g1naJ.~ pa.id. ~or certa1n 

springs which partially supply this sys'tem. !I!he replacement :tun4 . 

or aIllltl1ty which should be allowed. to COTer depreciation" compu't8:d 

on the Sin)jng rand basis, is i134.63. 

~e a.D~Dal report ot GreenVille Water Works for the year 

1919 shows ma.1Jl.t.enanc:e and. operation erponditures in the 8m.Olmt 01' . 
$l.t:>81.50" the same amount hav1ng heen received :tor tbe sa.le 01' 

water. ~he utility ha.s kept no records ot its a.ccounts" and there-

:tore the details o:t' expenCl1ttlre.s are no't a.va1la.ble. It would. ap-

pear however 1'rom the data. available and :trom So study of similar 

systems 01' this Size" ~hat $lOOO is. an ample amO"OJlt to cover th:i8 

item, a.nd. theretore th&t :rigure Will be u.sed :ror the purposes o~ 

this procee.d.ing • 

.Al:J,nUal charges. based. upon the l:oregoing figures amount to 

$1,,875. As the revenue zor 1919 was ~1.68l.50. it is apparent that 

tbe utili-cy is entitled to an inc.rease in rates • 

. ~e evidence shows 'that 'there is en excess1 ve use of water 

in tbe comma:rJ.1'tY supplied by 'this ut1li 'ty, and it is apparent 

tha.t this cond.1t10n ca:c. be best corrected by metering the system. 

~e applicant however objects 'to the 1n8tallat10n 0:[ meters on the 

grounds ot high eost by reason o~ the necessary protection to 

prevent :t'reezillg o:r meters in the Winter season. 

Attention is directed to the tact that it i.s impossible to 

e.stablish a schec.u1e o:r ::tle:t rates whereby the burden o:r ma.1n-

'ta1n1ng a water ays'tem o~ this ehare.c.ter 18 8qu1ta'bly distributed 

among the various consumers in proportion to their U8e o:r water. 

2. 



~e benefit to be de~iv0d ~ro~ a ~eter1nS o~ the systom 

is not only 1.l!l ccrui'table d.is't::ibution o~ t:b.c chaxges bt:.t 

is also ~ ~eanz w~czeby the wcte: cae be conserved and 

In order that the system ~ay be o~-

o~atcd =oro efficiently it is reco~ended that appli~t 

p~ooeod ~ith so~e systematic p=osr~~ o~ :etering its en-

tire systam. It is also reco~nded that applicant keep 

ac.:::~s.to :l.ccotU:t o~ revo!lt::.es ana. expenclitures in ac-

cordanco with the uniform classification of accounts pre-

scribed by the ~lr oad. CO::=issio::.. 

ORDZ:a - --

plic~tion to the ~lro~d COmmission as entitled above, 

Do :.9uo1io hC$.l'ing h.c.Ving beon he ld with relation the:rc to, 

and the Co~ission being fully in~ormed in the matter, 

rates now cha=ged by Greenville Wate:: Wor~s ~or water 

supplied to con sume: s c.re Ulljust and 'CIlreasonable in 

so fs.? :::'3 they difte:: fron:. the rate s herein e stab-

lizhed, ~nd th~t the :stos hcrein established azc 

ju.st a.:ld. reasonable rates to 'be charged fa: stlch service; 
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.And bas1J:lg its order upon the toregoing t1.nd1ng o~ :raet and 

upon the s:ta:tements o~ :t:s.et conta.1ned ill the op1n1on preceding 

this order. 

IT IS HE:RgBY OBDERED tl:ls.t Greenville Water Works be and 1t 

18 hereby a.uthorize.d: and. d1reete-d, to :tile With t:ba :Railroad Com-

mission wi. thin twen'ty (20) daye ot' the cls.'te o:! this order, and. 

thsreatter eharge 'the folloWing ra.te8 for wa:te.r supplled to 1. ts 

c onsumera : 

:FLAT RA.E USE' 

To a.:pp~ to all usus on ~:pa.ra.te premises in 
wha. tever oWllar8h1p. 

Monthly F'lat. Rates: 

1. Re a:1.den\:8 a , board.1rlg hott8&s and locIg1ng houaea 
ot £1ve rooms or less, •••••••••••• $1.40 

For eaCh ad.d1t1onal roam, • • • • • • • • • • • 0.25 
Ad.d1t1onal £or each bathtub, •••••••••• 0.30 

w W" 'tOilet,.......... 0.30 
For ea.ch private garage and. one a.utomob11e, • • 0.2.5 

" W add.1t1onal aut~oDi1e, • • • • • • • • 0.25 
For &ach p:r1 va.te barn, not more th&n two 

horses or cows, • .- • • • • • • • • • • • •• 0.50 
For each s.d.d1 tionaJ. horse or COR., e • • • e' • ~ 0.20 
Sprinkl:I n g or irrigation ol: lawns, Bhrttbb&%:y, 

t.reea, gardena, ete., per ),00 aquare :feet,.. 0.10 

2.. Bla.eksmj'th shops, macll1.ne shops, llllllber yards, 
bakeries, unclerte.k1ng parlors. grocery stores. 
d.ental o:t:fieee, werehou.ses, butcher shops 
and la:r:ge 8~ore8, • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 3.00 

3,. Drug s.tores and. photogra.ph ga.ller1es, • • • - . 
4_ Cl':eamer1es, slaugh'&erhouses and. laundries,. • • .6.00 

5. Banks, prox&SS:I.onal otfice:s, b1ll1ar~ parlors, 
:t'ra.'Cerl:l8.l llaJ ls, clubrooms, churches, or 
stores not otberw1se 11atad9 - ••• _ • • •• 1.50 

6. Ol:'fiee build.1J:l:g8, tor ea.eh room,. • • • • • • • 

7. Restaurants, per 'ttZl1 t ot aea'tUtg eapac1 ty,. - . 
0.50 

0.15 
8. Livery' stables or :teed yard.8. per a:verag. IIIml-

ber ot stock fed, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0.25 

9. BarDs 1n connection with stores, shops, etc., 

10. 

not more t~ 2 horses, • • • • • • • • • • • 0.50 
For each additional horse,. • • • • • • • • •• 0.25 

~bl1c garages, 6 autos or leas, •••••• 
For each additional ~~o, .•••••••• 

4. 

. . . . 3.00 
0.50 
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ll. Soda XOlDlta.1.n8 and ice cream par1.ors. either 
alone or in co:r:mect1on with other bua1ness. • $2.50 

12 _ Barbex shops. per cha1r. .. .. .. .. • .. .. • • 1..00 
Additional for each bathtub. • • • • • • • •• l.OO 

" "" tOilet, .......... 0.50 

13. Sott 4r1nk parlors, ........ • • •• • • ••• 
Add1tionnl ior each ~011.t, ............ . 

'" " "~ .......... -
14.. Hotels: 

Din1 ng X' oom, .. • • • • .. • • • .. .. .. • .. .. • 
Bedrooms With :rm'In1 ng water, ........ .. 
Each b&'tllttlb.. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

" to11e:t, • • • • • .. .. .. • .. .. • • • • .. 
~ ~, . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

15. :Ba:Ud.1ng work: 
For m1X1ng mortar and to dampen bricks, per 

1000 briclte., .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .0 . .. • 
For cement work, each bar:rel, ........ .. 

16. Vlater mot ora , ... • • • • · . . . . . . . . 
17. Po.bl.1.e sc.hools .... . . .. .. .. • • • .. .. .. . .. .. .. 

3.00 
O.DO 
0.30 

3.00 
0.26-

.0.50 
0.00 
0.30 

0.36-
0.15 

l . .60 

3.00 

18. Street sprjnkl1ng when permitted,. • • • • .... 2.S0 

MiXlinm.m Monthly Pa;yments: 

S/s ~ch meters, ...... . 
3/"" " ........ . 

. . . . . . . . · . . . . . . . . 
1 " " •...•. · . . . . . . . . 
"1..1.. " " .1..1[" • • • • • • · . . . . . . 
2 " " ........ .. • • • • • • • • • 
3 'It ft' and large-, • • • • • • • • • 

Monthl.y Meter Ra.tea: 

From: C to 500 cu'01c ;feet, per 100 cubic ::f't. 
From. .600 to 1000" " " " " " 
OVer 1.000 cubic xeet, """" 

lle"tGza may "oc insta.llec1 by t:be utili. ty at 
ita. own expense. 1Xp0l1 any service and the con-
8'Qm&r bi1~ed &'t meter ra.:te.s upon 30 dayS.' 
written notiee. 

Meters Will be inStalled a.t 'the request oi 
~ eODZumer ~on the deposit ~th the util-
ity 0:( the e.8~1ma.ted C08t ox such 'inatalla-
tion, aDd wa:cer supplied with thereai'ter 'be. 
cha:rgecl tor a.t meter ra."tes; 8uch dep08i ta to 
be ret.'Ql"Xlea. to conS'!lmere a.t the :monthly rat .. 
o~ one x~h the bills for water used 
through the mater. 

$1.00 
1.25 
1..75 
2.50 
3.00 
5.00 

$0.25 
0.20 
0.15 

IT IS Bx*EBY F'O'R~HE:R ORIlEREl> that Greenville ?Jater Works 
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be and. 1~ 1a here:b7 directed ~o :tile with the Railroad crom-

mission within thirty (30) days o~. the d8.te o:r this order. a 

schedule ot proposed Bnlea and Re~~1on8 governing the 41atr1b-

ut10n and sale ot wa.ter ~o i~8 consumers. said schedule to be 

~b~eet to correction or amen~&nt by ~he Commission. and as 

t1nally' approved aa1d. Ra.les Slld. Reg1lla~iona abal~. within ten 

(10) ~ya o~ their approval. be placed on i11e with the Com-

~881on and. become etteet1ve. 

!)a;.te.d. a.~ San Fr';\.llC1Beo. ca.~orn1a. th:La 

of September. 1920. 

COmm1a8ionera. 


