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:BEFO?E TEE 3.AILRO.AD CoraaSSION OF T~ ST~ OF CALIFORNIA. 
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In the Matter of the A.Ppl1cation of 
the City of Bekerafield9 amnnic1pal 
eo~oratio~ :eor permission to con-
struct a crossing of &. )?ubl1c street 
over and across the main line of the 
Socther.n Pacific Comp~. at its 
intersection with Union Avenae ~ to 
abandon the ~res8nt crossing at Sac-
r&mento Street at its 1ntersec~ion of 
said main line. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

M:rs. Ruth Li::.dgren~ Asst.Ci ty Attorney. 
:for .A;ppl1cant. 

F. E. :aorton~ for SOQ.thern Paci:e1e C0IIll>e.ny. 

"By the COmmiesi on: 

OPINION -------

The City of Bakersfield in its original application filed 

on AD.g'D.st 4. 1920. sought :permission to construct Union Avenae 

a.t grade across the Son them Pacific Company's tracks and to aban-

don the croasing at Twentyfonrth street about five (5) handred 

feet west of the Union Avenue Croasing • 

.A public hearing was held a. t BakersfIeld on Ac.guat 25th 
before ~xam~ner Westover a.t whiC4 the site of the proposed cross-

ing and its vicinity were inspec.ted.. ~e inspection showed that 

it would be more satisfactory to the city if the crossing &.t 

Sacramento Street 9 a little over one block east of Union Avenue. 

were closed rather than the crossing at Twenty:foc.rth Street. as 
the latter is the only meaua of access to that section lying wes.t 

of the Kern Island Canal and sooth of the railroad. It was suggest-

ad that the city :file an amended application reqc.esting the'abandonM 
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ment of the Sacre.mOllto Street Cros sing 1118tead of the Twenty:toarth. 
Street crossing and this 8~ggestion was carried out. the amended 

application being filed on September 6th. 

~& eroas.illg at Union Avenue 18: desired 1n connectioXl. with 

street 1m.prOV'ements to be made by the city in order to relieve 

congestion at the Baker Street crossing at the depot ~ blocks 

east of Union Avenue. 
~he Baker Street crossing is aver eight traCks in the ~ra­

~ield yard am 18 on the main artery of' highway travel between 

Keron City and Bakersf1eld. At times traffic oongestion is ver,r 

severe at this crossing and it is very desirable to relieve these 

c and1 tiona. 

~e 01 ty intends to :place a. portion of the Baker Street 

Stroet. weat on Twonty.tirat to Q Stre&t and sooth on Q Street to 

the bnsiness section. ~e city also intends to improve Twentyfonrth 
Street and take a portion of tne travel now UB~ N~eteenth street 

and Baker Street over ~entyfoQrth Street and Union Street. 

The Soothe~ ~cific Co~~ offered no objection to the 

open1118 o'f tho crossing at Union AVentte provid1xlg the Sacramento 

Street crossing were closed. but appeared rather skeptical as to 

whether all of the antiCipated traff10 1~ro~ents would material-
ize. ~e application Shoeld be granted. 

C1 ty of Bakersfield havillg on August 4th filed an a:ppl1ca-

tion with the Commission for per.mi&a1on to construct Union Avenue 

at grade across the tracks of the Southern ~acif1c Company ~d to 

abandon the crossing a.t Twenty:tollrth Street and having at the 8Ug-

gestion o'f the COmmission filed on Septemb&r 6th an amended app11ca-

tion looking to the openiDe of Ur..1on Avenue end the closing of 
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Sacramento Street across the So~thern ~cif1c Com~any'3 tracks 

instead. of Twentyfocrth Street,. s. pllblic he&.ritJ.g hs,ving been 

held. ana the Commission being !Ully apprised in the ~rem1BeB and 

of the o~inion that the app11cetion Shoald. be granted~ 

IT IS EE..~y O?.DERED,. that the City of Eaker~ie ld be a:o.d 

the awne hereby is granted pe=miss1on to construct Union Avanae 

at grade across the tracks of the So~thern ?acific Company and 
to abandon the crossing of S6.cr&:l.ento Street with said. tracks 

subject to the following co~dit1o~: 

1. ~e entire expense of constructing the crossi::.g s..t 

"Union ~Velll1e and the a.baJ:ldotlment 0'£ the cro6sin,o at Sac:ra::l.ento 

Street Shall be borne by appli~t. 

2. The cost of ma1nte.1n1ng the crossi!lg theres:fte:r- in good. 

and first-class cond.ition for the safe and convenient cse of the 

public up to two (2) feet of ~e rails of Southern ~cific Com-

pany shall be borne b7 the a~lic~t. 

3. The Southern ~c1fic Cocpany shall maintain said. cros3ing 

across its tracke and. to a d.istance of two (2) feet ontside 

theroof. 

4. Said ero Baing shall be constrllcted of a width not less than 

thirty (SO) feet. with grades of npproaCh not exceeding two (2) 
, ' 

;per cent; sAall be protected. by a sui table crossing a1gn and ahlUl 

in every way be ~d.e safe and convenient for the passage thereover 

of v~h1cles and othor road traffic. 

. 5. The existing crosaing at Sacramento Street crossin,g is 

to be closed to ~ub11c travel. 

6. The Commission reserves the right to make snen ~arther orders 

relative to the location • constrllction. o:p~ration, maintenance 

an~ ~rotection of said crossing as to it may 8eem r1g~t and 

:proper, and will rovoke its :permission if. in its jud8ment~ the 
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public convenience and necessity demand such action. 

Dated a.t Sa:l FrancisOJ. Ca.ll~orn1a, t::na U II-- day CJf 

Octob&r~ 192O. 
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