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BEFORE THE RATIROAD COLMISSION OF THE STATE OF CA.’.S]I‘ORNIA.
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Application No. 5998,

In the Matter of the Application of }
the City of Bekerafield, a municipal
corporetion, for permission to con-
struct a crossing of a public street §
over and across the mair line of the
Southern Pecific Company, at its ;
tersection with Unlon Avenue and to
abandon the present crossing at Sac— g
ramento Street at its intersection of
seid main linee ;

- - - L L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -»

irs. Rath Lizdgren, Asst.City Attormey,
for Apprlicant.
Fe Ee Borton, for Southern Pacific Company.

By the Commissiozn:
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The City of Bekerafield in its original application f£iled
on Angust 4, 1920, sought permission to comstruct Union Avenue
at grade across the Southerm Pacific Company’®s tracks and to aban-

don the crossing at Twentyfourth street about five (5) hundred

feet west of the Union Averue Crossinge
A public hearing was held at Baskersfield on Auguat 25th

' before Examiner Westover at which the site of the proposed ecross-
ing and its vicinity were inspccteds The inspection showed that
it would DYe more satisfactory to the cit‘y if the crossing at

. Sacramento Street, & little over ome block east of Union Avenue,
wexre closed rather *tb.a.n'the crossing at Twentyfourth Street, as
the latter is the only mesns of access to that section lying west

of the Kern Islsnd Canel end south of the railroade It was suggest-

ed thst the city file an emended application reguesting the abandone
le




ment of the Sacramonto Street Crossing instead of the TwentyLourth

Street crossing and this suggestion was carried out, the amended
application being f£iled on September 6the

The crossing at Union Avenue iz desired in comnection with
8treet improvements to be made by the city in order to ;elieve
congestion at the Baker Street crossing at the depot six bdlocks
0a8t%t of Unloxn Avennes

The Baker Street crossing is over eight tracks in the Bakers-
field yaxd and is on the main artery of highway travel between
Kern City and Bokersfielde 4t times traffic congestion is very
severe at this orossing and it is very desirable to relieve these
conditiona’.

The City intends to place a portion of the Baker Street

traffic on Union Avenus by DAVing WeBS 00 Lentucky StTest frow

Baker Street to TUnion Averne south on Union Avenue to Twentyrirst

Street, weast on Twontyfirst to Q Street and soutkh on Q Street to

the business sections The city also intends to improve Twentyfourth
Street and take & portion of the travel now using Nineteenth Street

and Baker Street over Twentyfourth Street and Union Streete

The Southern Pacific Company offered no objection to the
opening of the erossing at Union 4venue providing the Sacramento
Street crossing were closged, but appeared rathex sheptioal a8 to
whether sll of the anticipated traffic improvements would materiale
izee 'The application should be grantede

City of Bakersfield naving on August 4th filed an applica=-
tion with the Comrission for permission to construct Union Avenue
at graede scross the tracks of the Southern Pacific Company and to

abandon the crossing at Twentyfourth Street and having at the suge
gestion of the Commission Ffiled on September 6th sn amended applicaw

tion looking to the opening of Urion Avenne and the closing of
2




Sacrsmerto Street across the Southern Pacific Compeny's tracks
instoad of Twentyfourth Street, & pudblic heearing heving beex
held and trte Commission being Lully apprised in the premises and
of the opinior +that the apprliceation should be granted,

IT IS EEéﬁB! ORDERED, that the City of Bakersfield be aud
the same heredy is granted permission to construct Union Avenue

at grede across the tracks of the Southern RPacific Company and

to abandon the crossing of Sacramento Street with sald trecks
subject 1o the following coxditions:

l. The entire experse of corstructing tke crossizg ot ,
Tonion Avenue and the ebandozmext of tkhe crossing af Sacraneﬁto
Street shall be borre by applicante

2« The cost of meinteining the crossing thereafter in good

and first-class condition for the safe ond convenlent use of the

public up to two (2) feet of the rails of Southern Pacifie Com-
pany shall be borze by the arplicante.

3e The Southern Pecific Company skell maintain saild crossing
acrosg its tracke and to & distance of two (2) feet outside
theroofe

4e Seid crossing shall be constructed of a width not less than
thirty (30) feet, with grades of approach not exceeding two (2)
yer cent; éhall be vrotected by & suitsble crossing 8ign and ghall
in overy way be made safe and convenient for the passage thereover
of vehiclies ard other road treffice

S5 The existing crossing at Secremento Street crossing is
t0 be closed to public travele

6e The Commissgion reserves the right to make such further orders
relative to “bhe location , comstruction, operation, maintenance
and protection of sald crosgins a8 to it may seem right and
proper, and will rovoke 1ts permission 4f, in its Judgment, the




peblic convenience and necessity demand such actione
k—v
Dated a2t San Francisew , Californis, this L[l day of
October, 1920 '

kW%\qufm{

9-) AA:-.;AQ meﬁ

Commissionerse




