
Decision No. 

0; 
BEF'ORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION O:F THE STATE O~~~RNU.. 

----'-- ~ 

Gridley Lalld & Irrigation Comp~. 
et 8l.., 

) 
) 

Compla:1ne.nts. ) 
) 
) 

~ 
~ 

ee.ee Jro. 145~ VB. 

Sutter Butte Canal Company. 
a corporation. 

Defendant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 

'.~ v 

In the Matter of the Commission r B ) 
Investigation on its OWn Motion. into ) 
the rules, regaJ.at10118 and practices ) 
of SUtter :3a.tte Canal. Comp~ with ) 
reference to the delivery o~ water by ) 
it to its oo~er8 and the ratable ) 
apportio:cm.ent of the ava1lable 8UPP~ ) 
during the 1920 1rr1gs.tion season. ) 

case :No. 1458. 

Henry Ingram. for Compla1na.nts 1n case lio. 1456. 

Douglas :Brookman a:c.d Isaac Frobm&n for sutter 
But te canal Compa:c.y. 

W. H. C8.rlin for certein landowners ill Sutter County. 

Lawrence Schilling for Alvin 1I'8is and Live Oak water 
Users' Association. 

A. R. Rewitt for Sntter Water Users' Association • 

.Arthur H. Redington for W. R. carlin, et ale 

I. J. Truman. Jr., for Northern Cal1!or.n1a Land 
Company. 

George ]I. Jones for certain stockholders of Western 
Canal Comp~. 

~IN. Commissioner. 

Complainants in the above anti t1ed formal complaint are 

patrons of SUtter Butte Canal Comp8.ll1 and oonSlmlers ot water for 1r-

. ' .. ,'" 



riga.tion pu.rposes from said s1stem. SUtter Butte C8n8l COD1p8.n3 i8 a 

public utili ty corporation engaged in the busines8 0'[ supplying water 

for irrigation purposes to certain terri tory in sutter end :Ba.tte 

oounties. State ot c.aJ.ifomia. 

Compla.inants in this proceeding asked tllat the Railroad 

Comm18sionmake its order establishing rules, and regulations With' 

reference to the proration and. distribution 0"1 wate,r by said Sutter 

Butte Canal Com}:en1. it being alleged by said compla:1nants at the 

ttme this action was filed that such supervision W88 necessary by 

reason of a water shortage which thr&&tened at that time • . 
Thereupon the Railroad Commission instituted an investiga-

tion on its OW'll motion, as entitled above, and both of these matters 

were set down for hee.rillg. This situation was given Wide publicity 

and all interested parties were given an opport'tUlity to appear at the 

hearing. 

The evidence presented a.t the hearing in these matters made 

possible a oarefUl study ot the situation and developed tentative 

plans relating to the proposed conservation of water d~ the emer-

gency, economio deliveries end ~ore efficient opera.tion. 

During the pendency of these proceedings the Great Western 

Power Company, the Western Canal Company and the sutter Butte Canal 

Company entered into an agreement with each other «.;x.tiln .... ' .... ,. •. 

......... whereby ~e general administration of the irrigation systems 

supp11ing this terri tory was placed under the control 01: the :Ra1lroad 

Commiss10n during the 1920 1rr1ga tion season. Under this agreement 

the COmmiss10n placed its representative 1n the d1strict 1n ~e8t10n. 

and he W8.8 delegated such authority ae would enable h1m to work out 

methods for the conservat10n of water. outline schedules of de11Tery, 

and do whatever appeared necessary in the J)remiees to the end that 

all available water might be put to benef1c1al use. Both the com-

,Psnies and. the consumers entered. :f.nto this spirit o1! cooperation with 

the resal t tlle.t normal crops he:ve 'been produce~. 
Inasmuoh as it now appears that the orisis o~ the 1.920 1%'-
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riga t1ng season is past. 8lld the matters complained of herein haTe 

been satisfactorily ad~sted. I recommend the follo~g form of 

order: 

Complaint having been made against Sutter Butte Canal. 

Company as entitled above. 8lld the Commission having 1nst1 tuted an 

investigation into the ru.les and reguJ.atiollS o:f sa1d company; the 

matters haVing been joined for hearing and investigation. and the 

Comm1ae1on being tully apprised in the premises, 

And it appearing that the matters oomplained of and which" 

were Bubjected to investigation have been satisfactoril~ adjusted. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above entitled matters be 

and they are hereby dismissed. 

The foregoing op1n1on and order are hereby approved and 

. ordered filed as the opinion and order of the Railroad COmmis8ion 

of the State of Cal1fomia. 

Dated at San Francisco. Cal1fornia. tb1s 

of October. 1920. 

1"-II day • 

mmissioners ... 
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