Decision No. 22

=
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BEFORE THEE RAYLROAD COMMISSION OF TER STATE OR*C:G:/ RNIA.

Gridley Land & Irrigation Company,
’ et 8.1., '
Complainants,
ve.

Sutter Butte Canal Company,
& corporsation,
Defendant.

In the Matter of the Commission's

Investigation on its Own Motion, into

the rules, regulstions and practices

of Sutter Butte Canal Company with

reference to the delivery of water by Case No. 1458.
it to 1ts consumers &and the ratable

apportiomment of the available supply

during the 1920 irrigation seasoz.

Henry Ingram for Complainsnts in Case No. 1466.

Douglas Brookmen sxd Isaac Frohman for Sutter
Butte Canal Company.

W. E. Carlin for certain landowners in Sutter County.

Lawrence Schilling for Alvin Weis and ILive QOak Water
Users' Association.

A. HE. Eowitt for Sutter Water Users®' Associstion.
Arthur E. Redington for W. H. Carlin, et al.

I. J. Truman, Jr., for Northern Californis Land
Company. .

George F. Jones for certain stockholders of Western
Canpl Company.

MARTIN, Commissionexr.
OPINIOXN

Complainants in the above entitled formal complaint are
patrons of Sutter Butte Canal Company and consumers of water for ir-




rigation purposes from said system. Sutter Butte Cansl Compsny is a
public ntility corporation engeged in the business of supplying water
for irrigation purposes to certain territory in Sutter sand Butte
counties, State of califo:nia..

Complainants in this proceeding asked that the Railroad
Commigsion make its order estabdblishing rules. and regulations with
reference to the proration and distridution of water by eaid Sutter
Butte Capal Compeny, it being alleged by said complainants at the
time this action was filed that such supervision wes necessary by
reason of & water shortage which threatened at thet time.

Thereuporn the Railro;d Commission instituted an invéstiga-
tion on its own motion, &8 entitled above, and both of theée matteés
were set down for bhearing. This situstion was given wide publicity
and all interested parties were given an opportunity to appear at the
hearing.

The evidence presented at fho hearing in these matters meds
rossible & careful study of the situation and developed tentative
plans relafing to the proposed congsexrvation of water during the emer-
gensy, economic deliveries end nmore efficient operation.

| During the pendency of these proceedinge the Great Western
Power Compeny, the Western Canal Company and the Sutter Butte Canal
Company entered into sn agreement with each other mmrwiticciitaxwsber—
BIEPEXRXY woeredy the gemersl sdministration of the irrigation systems
supplying this territory was placed under the ocontrol of the Rallréad
Comreission during the 1920 irrigation season. Under this agreement
the Commission placed its representative in the district in question,
axd he wes delegated such authority as would enable him %o work out
methods for the conservation of weter, outline schedules of delivery,
and do whatever appeared necessary in the premises % the end that
all svailable water might be put to beneficial uwse. Both the com-~

yanies and the consumers entered into this spirit of cooperation with
the result that normel orops have been produced.

Inasmooch as 1t now appears that the orisis of the 1920 1ir-




rigating season is psst, and the matters complained of herein have
been satisfactorily adjusted, I recommend the following form of

oxrder:

Complaint having been made against Sutter Butte Canal

Compeny as entitled above, and the Commission bhaving instituted an

investigation into the rules and regulations of sald company; the
matters having been Joined for hearing and investigation, and the
Commiscion being fully apprised in the premises,

And 1t appearing that the matters complained of and which
were subJlected to investigation have been satisfactorily adjusted,

IT IS EEREEY ORDERED that the above entitled matters be
and they are heredby dismissed.

The foregoing opinion and order are hereby spproved and

© ordered filed as tkhe opinion and order of the Railroad COmmiésion

of the State of Califomis.

Dated at San Francisco, Celifornie, this __ [/ ~ dey

of October, 1920,
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