Deoision No. ?225

BEFORE THIZ RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIL
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In tho Matter of the Application )

of M3. E. A. VARRO, as sole pro=- )

prietoxr of Liberty Stsge Line a }

Transpoxtation Company, to extend Application No. 601’7
her line fyom Norwallk to the Norwalk ; ‘

State Hospitsl.

A. B. WATSON,

Complainant, .
V8e Case No. 1490

MRS. H. A. VARRO,
Defendant.

W. H. Kidd, for Applicant,
Clyde Bishop, for Protestant.

3Y THS COMMISSION.

. Mrs. H. A. ..rro, doing business wder the name of the
I.:U:ierty Stage Line, has petitloned the Reilrosd Commission for a.n
order declaring that public convenience and necessity requira the
operation by her of sn avtomobile stage 1line as = common carrier
of passengers between Norwalkkend the Norwalk State Hospitel, County
of Los An.gelos, a8 san extension of her auto stsge line now operate
ing between ILos Angeles and Norwallks

Applicaht proposes to charge b cents for one-way tri;p and
to operate on a schedule of six round trips daily and to use the
Same equipment at present used by her in maintaining her Ioryrﬁl'x
and Los ingelLes service, to-wit: 14 to 18 passenger Rio-Speed

‘ Wagons,
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Ir the abeve entitled complaint, A. B. Watson, doing
Pusineas wnder the fictitious name of Crown Sta;go,, alleges Iin
substance that aaj.& c}afeﬁdant, Mrs. H. A« Varro, is mlawfully end
without cuthority of this Coumission opérating automobile stages |
beyond the town of Noxwalk and to the Norwalk State Hoﬁpital and

in direot competition with seid Crown Stage Line, and prays for sn
order of this Commission directing hexr and her sgents to desist

from and cease said operetion.

Mr8. HE. Ae Varro in srswer to said comolaint denles
each and every allegation in respect ¢ alleged unlawful operations
-and alleges cffirmetively thet since the 9th day of July, 1920, she
bas been operating oniy s for hire automobile serviq; between the
downtown portion of Norwalk end sald State Hospital.

A public hearing on the above metters was condusted by
Bxaminer Satterwhite at Norwalk State Hospitel om October 8, 1920,
The matters were comsolidated to receive evidence for thg'reason
that evidence in one wouwld be more or lese pertinent in the other;
s8id matters were duly submitted snd are now ready for aedision;

The Libverty Stage Line now operates between Los Angeles:
and Norwalk by way oZ Downey.

The Crown Stage Line now operates between Los Angeles
and Santa Ana by way of Norwsalk, following a different route,
However, than the Liberty Stage Line between Bandini and Noriv'a]k.

Yorwalk Stete Hospital is about two and one-helf miles
north of Norwalk. There are now sbout 500 petients regularly
treated ix this Imstitution, and the average number of employees
18 sbout 115, The Crown Stege Lize passes the said hospital et
& point upox the highivay about one thousand foet Lrom ite sctuel
buildings and structures.

| Applicant called & large number of wiinestes in support

of the application, consisting of the Superintendent, resident




Physiclan, employoes snd attendants, ~ The testinony of avplicant
ghows that Mondays, Wadneslays axrd Saturdays in each week are
vigiting days, that about LE0C persoms travel weekly to and from
the hosplitgl; that employees snd attendents frequently travel
betweoz; Los Zngeles and the State Jospital and other »oints in
the vielindty; that many complaints have boen msde against tAhe‘
servise of the Crown Stages snd thet much inconvenlence is ‘nndor-;
gone in petronizing this line. Dassengers sre compelled to walk
through an open dusty ficld in summer and in mud in winter from
the hospitel to the highway where the Crown Stages pass; that no
waiting station has ever been erected, and that frequently pase-
engers are carried past the point of destination; that frequent
delays are caused by fully loaded stages; that at night there are
no lights on the highwey, and women have compleined against the
necessity of crossing at night & deark and lonely field; thet most
of the baggage of pessengers 1s honiled i:o and from Norwallte

Inpumerable requests have been made by the employees 2nd -

visitors thet this proposed service be established on the grovmd

that it offers a direct snd convenient service to and from the
hoapltal.

The 'a'pplicam also introduced testimony to show that at
no _timo has gho ever operated o regular stage service between
Norwallk and the hospital, but had operated for hire an automobile
service whenever a parsonal request had heen made by any one
going to and from the hospital, and tha'_t at no time had any reg~
wlar schedule been maintained, and that differemt equipment had

'Deen used in operating the for hire service.

A. 3. Watson, protestant, tostified that the Crown Stagea
is rendering & good and adequate half -‘shour service from 6 A.M. to
11:30 P.Me daily and oporating 18 .pasaonger busaes.

After a careful cons‘&eration of all the evidence, we

ar3 of the opinion, snd find as e fact, that public convenienoo

" ani necessity require the overation of applicant'a proposed service
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_ and that the applicetion should be granteds

T2 RAIIROAD COMMISSION HERRBY DECLARES that public cone
venience and noceaéity require the operation by Mre. H.A.Varro
of an anfpmobile otege line as a common carrier of passengers
between the town of Borwalk and the Norwalk State Hospital as an
extension of the Service now operated by her between Ios Augeles
and Norwallk, provided, howeveré that the rights and privilegos‘
hereby authorized may noet be transférrod nor assigned unless the
written consent of the Reilroad Commission for such transfer or
agsalgoment has firat been secured.

IT IS HEREBY CRDERED THAT no vehlcle may be operated under
this sexvice unless such vehicle is owmned by aprlicant herein ox
is leased by appiicant on a contract or agreement on 2 hasis
gatiafaotory to the Railroad Commiseion.

TE ARE O TEE OPINION AND FIND 2S A FACT thet Mrs. H. A.
Varro has, since July 9, 1920, operated only for hire, an auto=
mobile service between the downtown portion of Noxwalk and the
Norwallc Stete Hospital, and that she has never in any manner
operated an auto stage service between said points as s ocommon
cerrier or ss e transportation company, end that tiae complaint
of protestent, A. B. Wetson, should be diam;asea. |

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, that the said complaint of
As E. Watsor bey 2nd the same is hereby {ismlsged.

Dated at San Franoisco, Californis, thise
of Ooctober, 1920,

Jsaioners.




