
Decision No.. P 3 I I 

EEFORE TEE RA.II.ROAJ) COlOO:SSION OF THE STATE OF CA.:trro:RNIA. 
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. i/ ~_;. 'L (- :~ ~'':'~ In the ~tter ot the App~cat1on o~ ) 
G'OERNEWOOD PARK DEVEI,O~ CO~ANY } 
:for the equal.1ze.t1on. adjustment e.:o.d ) 
eatabliBhmen~ o~ water rates to con- ) 
~er6 at Guerneville, Sonoma County,) 
Califom1a, and a.djacent territory. ) 

Application No. 5471. 

BY TEE COMMISSION. 

A .. F. Lemberger ~or applioant. 
Mrs. A. M. Cobb, Lee R. Boland., 

Mrs.W .. N.Holbert a.m Mrs .. R. 
E. L. Jewett for protesting 
water users. 

OPINION .... -- .... ----
Guernewood. Park :Development Company, applicant herem, 

asks for an order establiShing rates for water delivered to con-

S'Cmers in the town of Guerneville and in the adje.cent terri torr. 
including the S'L'lIImler resorts known as Guernewood Heights and 

McLane Reigh ts. 
It appears that Guernewood Park Development Company was 

incorporated July 1, 1918, for the l''tlrpose, among other things, 

of e.e~iring and operating the public utility properties ~pply
illS said territory. The prior owners of this system had never 

filed rates With the Railroad Commission, nor had the~ filed the 
annual reports of the operations of this utility, as re~ed by 

law, thougb. the rates 1n effect at the present time are those 

which were arbitrarily established and. put in effect by them. and 

e.:re as fo llowB : 
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:E'Em!lJ.t"E'NT : 

Residence: per month (m1n~) •• oO ••• " ••••• oO.$ 1.00 
ea.ci:. :fixt'cre ( additional) • • • • • • • • .50 

Hotels: all months exce~t June~ Jul~. 
August aDd September. per month.. 5.00 

June l' July. August and September .. 
per. month........................... 7.50' 

Restaurants:per month ••.••••••••••••••••••••• 2.00 

INTEmcrTTEl~ : per year......................... 5.00 
each ~iXture (additional)........ .50 

It is alleged that the present rates in effect are in-

equi table end disproportionate to the use of water. wheretore 

applicant asks the COmmission to issue an order establishing just 

and. equitable rates tor water delivered to its Va.r1OttB con.scmers. 

A public hearing was held at Guerneville on J"ane 9, 1920. 

of which all interested parties were notified and given an oppor-

t'1:lJ1i ty to appear a%ld be heard. 

It was brought out in the testimony that this utility is 

now owned s.nd controlled b~ the same interests wb1cl: own and operate 

Mount Jackson Water and Power Com:p&l~. Rc.ssian :River Heights Water 

Compans and Ra.ssia.n P.1ver We. ter Compa~, public utili ties supplying 

s'tllnmer resorts in this vicinity- The four utilities are m.a.ns.ged 

a:od. operated jointl~ end b, tlee.:as of certain pipe co:o.nections :b.ave 

recently beon consolidated into two operating diatr1cts y ther~by 

rendering improved service. 1Urther, it was develo~ed that there 

is a movement on foot to make application to ~he Commission for 

authori ty to traXlSfer the :properties o'f all of sa.1d. companies to 

the Rtlss1a:c. R1ver Water Company. 

In this proceeding there has been some evidence introduced 

wi"th rela.tion to poor service in the pa.st seaso:cs. It appears. 

however. that this condition has been improved by a connection w1~ 

the new pumping unit recently installed by the .Enssian River water 
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Company. 

Mr .. :a:.'.b.oo Noble. one of the Comm1ssionT.s hydraulic engineers. 

eubm1 tted an inventory and appraisal o~ the ph1Sic81 properties Bhow-

iDg the estimated cost as $l4,329 and the depreciation ~nu1t~ oom-

!,uted on a sinking ftmd basis as $231.70. No appraisal was sub-

m1 tted by a.pplicant:-

The maintenance and operation expenses for the ~ear 19l9 

totaled $1.992.43. Allow1llg for certain increased costs of labor 

and. electric power , it is estimated that fUture maintenance am 

opera.tion expenses will apprOximate $2,245 annually. The revenue 

from the sale of water in 1919 amounted to ~21337.75. 

The records show that ~ June. ~920. there were 200 co~-

S'tlIIlers of which 96 were permanent and 104 maintained a temporary 
, :residence in the s'tUIlmer resort, oecu:pying the same aDd using we. tel' -
ma.iIJly during the summer InOll'tb.S. It is necessary :for applicant to 

maintain a we. tor sS'stem capable of supplying 1 ts ma,...irm:un capac1 t~ 

at all times, though the grea.ter number of eonsumers me.1 only reside 

in this terri torS' d~ing a ahort period each year and require actual 

service only during tha.t title. 

It is evident that the present rates in effect are ins.de-

qc.ate and in~ficient to return to app11ce.nt the me.1ntemnce and 

operation expenses, a. rep la.e emen t fund end. in tareet on the estimB. ted 

co st. The rates shown in the accompanying order are, designed to 

produce the necessary annual charges. The rates at present in effect 

for similar 'ilsa by the several u.til:'~~es heretofore :oentioned as oper-

ated jOintly by applicant, have been taken into consideration in 

e.'I':"I'1ving at tl:.e sched'Ule set out in the tollomngord.er .. 

ORDER -- ---
G~OOD p~ DEVELO~~~ COMPA1~ having :ade application 

to the ?a.il:roa.d. Commission for t~e establishment of water rates, e. 

public hearing h.a.viI:.g been held end the Coc::1ssion being fu.lly ad-

vised in the premises, 
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IT IS ~ FOm.~ AS A FACT that the present rate schedule 

of Guernewood Park Development Company, insofar as it differs from 

the rate sohedule herein set out, is tmjus1; and unreasonable, and. 

that the rates herein established. are just and reasonable rates to 

be oharged bzr said oOll:l'8llY :!or water. 

And. basing 1 te order u:pon the foregoing finding of fact. 

and the other statements of fact oontained in the preceding opinion, 

IT IS ~ OPJ)E!mD tr.a.t Guernewood ?ark Development 

Compa~ be and it is heroby or~.ered and directed to file With this· 

COx:mUssion wi thin twenty (20) days :trom the date of this order, 

and there~er oharge, the follow1ng sohedule of rates: 

FLAT RATES: 

Resort Use: 
M1~ eztnue.l. c:bt..rge, payable in advanoe, 

which entitles con~er to a ~mnm of 400 cubic 
feet of water per month for four mont~s-----------$14.00 

'FOr eaoh a.dd1tionaJ. mo:c.th, which entitles 
the con~er to 400 oubic feet of water----------- 1.00 

?ermanent Residence Use: Per Month -
1. Reside:c.ces and tenements of not more 

than 6 rooms occupied by single families with 
not over one bath~b and toi1et-------------------$ 1.25 

For each additional room--------------------- .10 
For eaCh additional bathtub or to11et-------- .15 
For each private b~ not more than two 

horses or cows------------------------------------ .50 
For ea.oh additional horse or oow------------- .20 

2. Sprinkling or irrigation of lawns, 
shrubbery or gardens when ta.keJ:l W1 th water for 
houeehold purposes, pa~rable every month in the 
year. per sqc.are yard, $0.0025. 

3. Private bosr~ houses, for each roomer 
or boarder in addition to the fam1ly-------------- .15 

4. Ba:lke. grocery stores, hardware and 
general stores, billiard parlors, drug stores. 
bowling alleys, theatres :md small stores or 
shops~~~~~~-~~~~~~-------------------------------- l.25 

5. Soda fountainS, ioe oream and lunch 
parlors, ei ther alone or in oonnect1on wi th 
other bus1ness------------------------------------ l.50 

6. l>c.bl1c garages, inolu.d1:cg water for 
washing cars, eaCh sntomob11e--------------------- .50 

M1njmum pa~ent------------------------------ 2.00 

7. Restaurants, chop houses and cafes, per 
unit of seating capseity,------------------------- 0.15 
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8. Barber Shops. for single ehair------------$ 1.25 
For eaCh additional chair-------------------- .50 

9. Additional for each bathtub. tOilet or 
uri~ in 4 to 8. inclusive.---------------------- .50 

10. Hotels. lodging houses. ice plants and 
aJ.l mtmicipsJ. or county use charged for at the 
motered rates. 

11. Bu11d.1n~ Work: 

POI' mortar or to dampen brick" per 
1000 br1Cks-----~-----------------~--------------- ~ .30 For cement work or plastering.. each 
barrel of cement or lime used--------------------- .20 

12. Meters ma.;y be installed at the request of 
an;y consumer or at the option of the utility'. 

:ME'iER1'.!D RATES: 

Resort ~ 
M1n1m'al:D. annual oharge t ps.;ys.ble in advance t 

which entitles the consnmer to 400 cubic feet 
of water per ~onth for four monthe----------------$l4.00 

All use duriIlg other months" 400 cubic 
feet or 1&86,------------------------------------- 1.00 

For use over 400 cubic feet: next 3600 
cubic feet, per 100 cubic feet.------------------- .20 

Over 4000 cubic teet. per 100 cubic feet,----- .15 

Permanent Residence ~ 
1. Monthly m1D1mum pa~entsfor metered Service: 

~r 3/4 inch or 5/8 inch meters----------$ 1.25 
For 1 inch meter------------------------- 2.00 
~r It inch meter------------------------ 2.~5 
FOr 2 inch meter------------------------- 3.50 

2. :Monthly ~t1ty Rates: 
For 400 cubic feet or less per month-----$ 1.25 
For use between 400 aDd 4000 aubic feet-- .20' 
FOr use over 4000 cubic feet------------- .15 

.... 
<.~ ~ted at San P.rSZlc1eco. Cal1f'omia. t:b18,_........;.;'<.J~_--__ _ 

day of ~ ~t 1920. 

Comm1ss1oners. 
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