Decision No. S:ﬁf4¢é*2

BEPORE THE RATTLZOAD COMIIISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
0000000

Application for permission to change )
& rate or fare or rates or fares on )
loss than thirty days notice - lMountain ) Application No. 6244.
Express, San Diego,California. i
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Warron E. Liobey for Applicants.

BY 7THE COMMISSION:

B. H. Vreeland, L. S. Evexts and C. 4. Richardson,
partners iz dbusiness oOverating under the fictitious nsme of
Mountaln Express, have vpetitioned the Railroad Commission for
an order aunthorizing tre issuance on less thsn talrty days
notice of a freignt snd express tariff and rules and regul-
ations governing same.

A public hearing on this gpplication was conducted
by Exeminer Handford at San Diego, the metter was duly sub-
mitted and is now ready for decision.

. Applicants propose to issue & tariff and rules and
regulations governing same as shown by exbibit "A™ attached to
the application in this proceeding. The proposed tariff
covers gradusted rates on a mileage basis to which have been
added terminal charges witk certain exceptions covering the
return nsul of empty containers.




Mrs B. Ho Treeland; one of the spplicents, tostified
that the rates charged dy the Lountain Zxpress for the
carriage of freight and oxprecs sxe on the same basis as when
the line was originslly established during the year 1917, the
present perinersihip having succeeded to the operation in
dugusty 1920. A statement, filed as an exafbit, ahowa.that
the total earnings for the months of ingust, September sud
Octobery 1920, inclusive, aggregeted $18,589.47 and the total
expense of operation for the same months was 324,683.07 or a
net loss of $5,993.60 or a net loss per anaum of £$23,974.32.
4 substantisl increese in the costs of labor, tires, gasoline
and otaer supplies used in the operation of the line has
occurred sinee tre commencemezt of operation by the existing
partoership; such increeses being approximately forty per-
cent over the former costs. The proposed imereases will
average from fifteen to seveanteen per cent and are estimated
by the applicants to produce & revesue from operation that
will put the business oa a profitable basis.

Tae proposed retes, sssuming that their application

lncreases the reveaue by Lifteen to seventeen per cent and

thet the same relative aomount of business will be handled

nader suck lacreased rates, will nmot offset the operating
-expense as reflecved above and the application therefore

becomez one that i3 of an emergency nature rather




then an apvlication caleulated to establish rates on & basis

that will vroduce an adeguate return or the capital invested

after caring for the costs of operation, maintenance and

depreciation.

At the hearing on this application taere was no
protest on the yart o2 the public or competing carriers

objecting to0 the granting of the desired application.

After careful consideration of all the evidence and
the exhibits filed in tais proceeding, we are of toe opinion
and find as & fact that the rates proposed by applicants in
exaibit attached. to and Loxrming vnart ol the opplication are
necessary to meet the increased costs of lebor, materizl and
supplies and to eaable apvplicants to contiane the conduct of

their Dduciness ag a commor carxrier ¢f freight and express.

A public hearing having been held iz the sbove
- eatitled proceceding, the matter having been duly subnitted,
the Commissior being fully advised and basing ite order on the
finding of fact 25 set forth in the preceding opinioen,

IT IS ZEREBY ORDEZED that B. H. Vreeland, L. S.
Everts anéd C. A. Rickardson, partzers in business operating
wader the fictitious neme of Ilouatvain Express, be und they
hereby are authorized to publish on five days notice to the
oublic and filing with thiz Reilroad Commissidon schedules of
rates and rules and regnlaetions spplicsable t¢ the transport-~
ation of freight and express mxtter between Sen Diego and ZEl
Centro and intermediste points in accordance with the schedunle
of rates and accompanying rules and regulatiorns f£iled as an




exbibit attached to the application ia this proceeding.

The foregoing opinior and order ere hereby apvroved
and ordered filed ss thae opinion and order of the Railrosd
Commission of the State of Californie. -

G,

Dated at San Francisco, Californis, thie Z 2 - day
of Decomber, 192C.
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Commissioners.




