
Decision No.. 0'7-' ts, I . 

BEFOP.E TEE P.A!I.ROAD cO'!'!nSSION OF THE STATE OF C.AI.IFOBNIA .. 

In the MAtter of the Application of ) 
WASEINGTOE' WA~ AND LIGET COM?.L.U, ) 
a corporation. for an order author- ) 
1zing the installation of meters and} 
the charging of a meter rate. ) 

Joseph Shaw for Applicant. 

Application No. 5494. 

C. c. McDonald. for Wa.shington School District .. 
E. A.. Palm and. :PO. $... Pi'tzgerald for Vlashington 

Improvement Cl~b. 

BY TEE COMMISSION. 

OPINION -.oIIP _______ _ 

'Washington Wa.ter and. Light Compsny p applicant herein. is 

an incorporated public utility supplying water for domestic, in-

dustrial and. municipal pur;poees in the town of vrc.sbiIlgton, Yolo 

County. Califomia. In t:b.ie :proceed.1llg apJ?11cc.nt alleges that 

there is an excessive and. wa.steftU. use of Water 'by consamers re- . 

ce1ving service on a. flat rate 'ba.sis. and therefore asks that a 

sched.ule of meter rates 'be estab11sbed. 

This systec supplies water to approximately 240 eons~ers. 

The Pw::lJ?1ng :plant is located. on the 'ba.n.k of the Sacramento River, 

end. the water is p'C.I:lped. directly into two eleva.ted. tanks Wi til a 

total storage eapa.oitj of 135.000 gal1o:ls. From these tanks the 

• wo.ter is d.e11vered. to t.b.e d.istribution syste:n. 

A public heering was held. inthe present :proceec.ing before 

Exam:tr.e= Westover. ~t VTas~5""lIOn, of w:bieh all interested. :parties 
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were ~ot1fied and given an oppo~tunity to be prese~t a~ be heard. 

At the hearing D. E. Earro':.:l, one o:! tile ComtU.ssion t s hydraulic 

engineers. presented a report coveri~g a ~ield i~vestigct1on and 

appraisal o~ properties. together ~ith a :aintenance and operation 

stucty • 

The appraisal submitted s:b.ows tile estil:s.ted original cost 

of the syste~ to be $27,963, end gives $256 as the replace~e~t 

an::lu1 ty. cO:l:?uted. by the sinking ftmd. ::letho d. ~he rapo rt also racom-

~ena$ the suo of $2.784 ~s ~ fair ana just esti:ate of the future 

amual cost of nw.i:a:ta.ining and. operating t:his system. T::'ese es-

ti~tes were not ~estioned. at the hearing or subsequently. They 

a~pear to be reasonable an~ therefore will be adopted for the ~ose 

of this proceeding. 

Tho following is So s11mmary o:e the eet1t:a:ted e.:lIlua.l cJ::.arses, 

as set out above: 

!~t.erest o~ $27,963 et Sfr-----$2.2S7 
~tenaJlce and. ~erat1C>n------ 2.,764 
Replacement ~d--------------- 255 

TO~~-----------------~5.277 

Ap~licant's ~ual report to this Co~ission snowe t~at the 
, . 

. l.:l gross operating i~c¢~e tor ~he year 1919 ~s $4,048.39. It 1z ~ere-

fore ap~erent tA~t the income receivea by applicant fro: its opere-

t10n is insuftici~t to meet the total ~~~al c~arges eet out above. 

and. tha.t it iz onti t1ect to :::.:J. incroased-- roveme. \ 

Applics=.t asked. in its a.pp11ce.t:10:t e.:c.d. at the hee:r1:lg that 

this Co~zsion establiSh roesonable rates for the service rendered, 

end its representatives stated t~t it wes app11c~tts intention to 

:proceed ir=led.1e.tely -::ith the installation of :::e-ters. This Commi aSion 

ha.s in ~any of its decisio~z stated that in its o~inion the onls 

satis!actory ~ethod of re~~ering ade~te service and of pro~erl~ 0.15-

tr1buting the charges o~ c utility amo~g the various co~er8 in 
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proport1o~ to service roceived by each. is by ~etering t~e syste= 

and charging for tAe ~antity delivered. Eowever, in t~e 1nst~ce 

at ~ana, during the interim between the effective date of the order 

herein and the d.e.te on which tee syste: shall have been :fully 

Inetereo., tile r0ven't:.c met be derivod largely i'rox:. the schedule o't 

~at r~tes. It is therefore necessary to make an adjustment of 

those flat rates in adait10n to esteb11shing a meaSttre~ rate schedule 

in order that the necessary revonue may be realized. T~e schedule 

established in the follOWing ord.er will rettzrn to applicant main-

tODance and. operation expenee, replacoment ttmd, aM a ~a.1:r ~unt 

for interest on investment. 

In reelJrd. to a:pplice.nt's reqo:est that this CO:mission e:o.thol"

ize it to 1nstaJ.l meters, VIe Wi~h to point out that it is applicant's 

right to install meters Slld. thereaftor cJ::.arge ~or water delivered 

to its cons'tllners upon the crWlntity baSiS, and toot it is tUlD.ecesssry 

to obta.m the authority of this Cotml1ssio::. to do so, p:roviding, of 

course. that there is ~ ef~ectivo meas~ed ra.te eChedule established 

by co~oteDt nnthority. 

ORDER ..... - ---

WASlUNGTON ~ Alm LIGE!r COL:PL"rr having %:lade applieetion to 

tAe P~lroad Co~ssion of the state of california for snthOrity to 

~~te.ll ~eters and to establish metor rates, e ~ublie hearing having 

been held aDd the Commissio~ being fUlly epprised in the premises. 

IT IS e ~:£ZBY :romm .AS A ::'ACT that the present ra.te schedule' 

of the WasAington Water and Lie;l:.t Comps.:c.y. insofar e.s it difiers :from 

tjJ,e rate sclledUle herein set out, is unjust and u:areasona.ble, and 

that the retes herein established are just eDd reasonable ra.tes to be 

charged by said c0::lP~ for water. 

And basmg its order upon tC.e foregoing finding of fact, and 
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upon tho other statements of fact contained in t~e opinion pre oed-

ing this order. 

IT IS cr::REBY O?DERED tha.t We.shin~""n Water and Light Company 

'be. and 1 ~ is hereby authorized. and. directed. to file with the Rail

road Commission. within ~enty (20) days of the date of tbis order. 

the folloWing schedule of rates, said. rates to be charged on all 

bills rendered to C02lsruners on and aner Jarms:ry 1. 1921: 

Por Eouse of 5 rooms or 1ess------------------------
~or Double Aouse with two families------------------
For Saloons with watering trough--------------------
:For Sprinkling of lawns. ge.rd.ens and sl:rub'bery. 

per s~e yara irrigated--------------------------
For each horse or cow--------------------------------
]lor water for sprinkling pur:9oses. per 1000 gallons--

Readiness-to-Serve Charges 
..... Ii. r 1M" ; 8 ¥ ,,; I iC I 

~o appl, to all ~ete~e~ Se~ices: 
~r 5(8 and 3!4-1nch meters-------------------------
~- 1'· ... ~~r -~e~ me~ers---~-------~------------------------
Por 2i-~c~ mo~crs-----------------------------------
~u~tity Cearges: 

Per Month 

$ 1.50 
2.75 
2.00 

.005 

.25 

.15 

?rom 0 to 500 ~.ft. per month,---------f.20 per 100 en.ft. 
From 500 to 2000 ~.ft. per month.--------- .15 ~er 100 cu.ft. 
Ovor 2000 cubie ~eot per mo~th.------------ .~O per ~OO eu.~. 

T"AG qua.nti ty charges shall be in addition to the reaclinees

to-serve charges. 

IT IS EE:P.E3Y FU?~:e:E? ORDE:RED that Waebington water and Light 

CompeDy be. and it is hereby d.irected to file with the Railroad Com

mission, within thirty (30) days '~om the date of this order, So 

sched.Ulo o~ proposed ro..les o:c.d :regc.la-:ions govorning the d.istribution 

and sale of wa.ter to its consumers. said rules and. regnlat10l'ls to 

become ef~ect1ve u~on their approval by the Co~ssion. 
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:' 1\ ,~ 
Da.ted at San Pr~cisco. Ca.~i:forni8.. tMs_~~~\J ___ _ 

.:t-'!70A~9~O ~", ..... .....,.. _ ...... ~ t;a., J. ." • 

tlCO~SS10ners. 
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