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:BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSIOl' OF THE S~E OF CALIFORNIA 

) 
In the matter o~ the application ) 
ot the County of Fresno, a public ) 
oorporation, 1n the State of ) 
California. for a permit to oon- ) 
struct and maintain a publi0 high- ) 
way orossing the right of way and ) 
traoks of the Southern Pacific ) 
Railroad nea.r Fresno. Fresno County, ) 
California. ) 

---------------------------) 

Applioation No. 6104 

Bay W. Rays for applicant, 
F. L. Chelgren for Southern Paoifio Comp8.Il:Y-

By the Commission. 

OPINION --_.-. ...... _-
~ia is an application by the Board ot SUpervisors 

of Fresno County for an order authorizing the oonstruotion of a 
highway known as Teaga.e Avenue at grade aoross the right of wq 

and tracks of the Southern Pacific Company on the east and west 

~onter line of Seotion 25, Township 12 South, Range 20 East. M. 

D. B. &: M. 
A pub~1Q he&r1ng wae he~d at Fresno be~ore Examiner 

Satterwhite on November 22, 1920. 
SeQt10n 25. through which Tea.ga.& Avenue runs. has 

boen subdividod and sold o~ in lots undor the titlo o~ tho ~~ield 

Pa.rk Colony. This seotion and the seotions surrounding it are all 
highlY cultivated. The section is well served by county roa.ds. 
Sheperd Avenue, an east and west road. runs a~ong the north line 

or the seotion. The distriot school is located on this avenue 
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one m1le east of Willow Avenue. whioh rtUlS north and south 
a.long the east line o~ the s~otion. lraple Avenue runs along 
the west 11ne of the section and another road, name unknown. 
runs along the south line of the seot1on. In addition-to these 
roads. Chestnut Avenue runs north and south through the canter 

of the section and Teague Avenue runs east and west along the 
half seotion line. 

~h~ Friant Braneh of the Southern Pacific Com~ 

ooming from Clovis. about two and one-half (2t) miles to the 
southeast ot Seotion 25, crosses Willow Avenue about one eighth 

(l/S) of a mile south ot ~eago.e Avenue and turn1ng"to the.·north 

parallels Willow. Avenue along its wester~ side. It is desired 

that an outlet be opened across the railroad to Willow Avenue 

via Tea~8 Avenue. 
~es:t1moD.Y' shows that six fa.m11ies liv~ on·> ~eague 

Avenue between Cheatnut Avenue and the proposed crossing. In 

order to reach the school house at Sheperd and Clovis Avenues. 
ohildren of four ot these families must travel trom one-half 
(t) to three quarters (3/4) of a mile of oountry road am>.l:C' ·.~ttD 

would be neoessary if the proposed cross1ng were opened. Like-

wise in hauling fruit to Clovis, the additional distanoe required 

to be oovered by team or truok via Chestnut Avenue.1nstead of br 
Willow Avenue. plaoes an added cost on the farmers of Twenty-five 
(25) Cents per ton. Mail delivery would also be rendered more 
oonvo~ent ~~ the orossing were op&ned. 

The Southern ?aoif10 Companyfs engineer testif1ed 

that onlY ~our t~lies would ben1~it by the oross1n&sS two o~ 

the six families l1ve at the intersection of Chestnut and ~eague 

Avenues. Attention was called to the existing orossings on 

W1l1ow Avenue~ about th1rteen hundred (1300) ~eet south of Teague 

Avenue. and at Sheperd Avenue. about nenty-six hundred and seventy 

(2670) feet north of Teague Avenue. and to the taot that in order 
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to reaoh Clovis via the proposed crossing, it will be neoessary 

~or the residents of Seotion 25 to cross the railroad tWice, 

whereas, at the present time, they only cross it once. 
Generally the Commission is opposed to the opening 

of orossings in such olose proximity to each other. but in this 
case it appears that these people require a direct outlet to 

Willow Avenue. The oloseness of the crossing on. Willow Avenue 

oannot be given as much weight in this case as is usually given.· 

as it is not an outlet for an east.and west road but 18 caused 

by the railroad swinging to the southeast. across a north and 
south road. As there. are seldom more than three trains a day in 

each direction over this line and as the crossing lies in level 

open cOUlltry. the hazard created by opening Teague. Avenue appears 

to be outweighed by public convenienoe ·and necessity. 

The applioat1on should be granted, subjeot to the 

usual oonditions. 

ORDER -----
County of Fresno having on September 29, 1920 filed 

with the CommiSSion an applioation for permission to construct a 

publio road. known as Teague Avenue, at grade aoross the tracks ot 

the Friant Branch of the Southern Paoif1c COl:lpany, as here1.nafter 

indicated, a publi0 hearing having been held. and it appearing to 

the Commission that the application should be granted aubject to 

oertain oonditions, 
~t pe~88ion be hereby . 

granted the County. of Fresno to construot Teague Avenue at grade 

over the tracks of the Friant Brsnch of the Southern Pacifio Com-

pany on the east and west oenter line of Sect10n 25. Township 12 

South, Range 20 East. M. D. 3. & :r.L., as shown by the map attached 

to the applioation; said crOSSing to be constructed subject to 

the following conditions, viz: 
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(1) The ent1re expense of oonstructing the 

crossing shall be borne by applicant. 
(2) ~e cost of maintaining the orossing thereafter 

in good and first-olass condition for the safe and ~o~en1ent use 

of the public up to tw~ (2) feet of the rails of the Southern 

Pacific Company shall be borne cy the applicant. 
(3) Southern Pacific Co~ shall ma1ntaLn said 

Grossing across. ita tracks and to a distance ot two (2) teet out-

side thereof. 
(4) Said croasing sJ:.all be OOll8tra.oted of a width not' 

less than twenty-four (24) feet. "'i th gradee of approach not exceed-
ing two (2) ~er oent; shall be protected br suitable crossing signs. 

and shall 1n every Vlay be made safe and oonvenient for the passage 

there over of vehioles and other road traffio. 

(5) The Commission reserves the right tG make suoh 

further orders relative to the location. oonstruction, operation. 
maintenanoe and proteot1on of said oroBsing as to it may sesm right 

and proper. and will revoke its permission if. in its judgment, the 
publio convenienoe and nece8sity demand suoh aotion, 

A 0 'I....- dD " ~~ Dated at San irano1soo. 9a.l1:fornie.. th1S~"",6. _____ ....., 

of ;ev.~.:r. 1920. 
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