
Decision :No. tf ) 0 

BEFo.~ TEE R.UI30AD COla.~SSION OF TEE ST~ OF CJI.l§03NIA 

In the matter of the. APplication of ) 
NAPA V1iJZEy. EljO;:~CTRIC COla.AATY. for an ) 
order revising its rates and charges) APplication NO. 6291. 
tor gas in St. Belena. ) 

JJ. L. Baard. ~or A:P;plicant. 

w. ]I. :Borx:J:.orst. for Cham"cer of" 
Commerce of st. Belena. 

B. M. nrre.y and Oscar Allderson. 
1l:. pro:pr1e. persona.. 

By the' COmmisSion: 

~s is an ap:pl1cation by :Napa Valley Electric Com-

p~ for aathority to inerease ita rates and charges :for gaa 

sapp11ed 1n the City of st. lielena. APplicant alleges 

that its gas reven~es have not at any time been sufficient 

to meet the cost of mannfactare and distribution of the gas 

to its consamcrs and. that it M$ maintained this portion of 

its bUSiness solely to accommodate its patrons in the City 

of St. Helena. 

A pablic hearing was held "cefore EXaminer Satterwhite 

in st. Helena. on :December 2. 1920 and the matter thereUl'on 

submitted. 



~he ~re8ent price at which gas is sold is $2.00 

:per thousand cubic feet. With. a monthl~ m1n1mam charge o:! 

$1.50 ~er meter. ~s rate has been in etfect since November 
1917. In this present application authorit~ is asked to 

charge i~ future $2.50 per thousand cabie teet. ~th a m1n1-
m~ monthly bill of $2.00 per meter. 

TAe i tams necessary to consider in granting thia 

application are the increased coat of oil, labor and 3a:p~11ea. 

~e price of oil has increased from $1.50 per barrel f.~.~. 

st. Helena in 1917. to $2.61 at the present time. and this 

alone would jastify the increased rate proposed by applicant. 

It was. shown. at the hearing that applicant's gas 

service is deficient as regards low pressure· and impurities 

in the gas. It 18 the opinion of the Commission's,eng1neers 

that these c'ond1 t10ns cs.n be remedied at small expense to 

8.:pp11eant. and 1 t Will be expected that these shortcom1Ilgs 

Will be remedied Without delay in order to proVide better ser-

vice to consumers. 

,Al:lplieant is anti tled to increase 1 ta rates and 

charges to at least those proposed ~ ita application. 

ORDBR -_ .... --
Napa Valley Electric Company haVing applied to tAe 

Railroad Commission for authoritr to increase ita rates and 

charges ~or gas in st. Helena. a publi0 hearing having been 

held, and the matter submitted and being new reedy for decision. 

The Railroad Commission of the State of california 
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hereby finds as a fact that the rates now charged for gas by 
• 

Na~aValley Electric Com~any in st. Relene are not just and 

reasonable rates, in so tar as they do not co~naate it for 

the cost of mB.ntlfactllre and. d1str1btlt10n, and that the rates 

herein establiehedare, under ~resent conditions, just and 

roasonable rates. 

Basing its order u~on the ~orego1ng findings of fact 

and on other :findings of faot contained in the op1nion pre-

ceding this Order, 

I~ IS EEREBr OBDE3ED that Na~a'Val1e1 Electric Com-

pany be, and it is hereby, a.athorized to charge and. collect 

for gas in the City of St. Helena, effective for all regular 

meter readings taken on and after the 30th day of Dec-

ember, 1920, in accordance With the folloWing sChedules of 

rates, to-wit: 

'Ra.te· '#1 •• •• , 

GENERAL GAS SERVICE 

IT IS ~RRBY ro:aTEER OR]BRED that Na.llS. Valley nee-
'trio Company shall Wi thin twenty days 0:( the ute o:r th:.ls 

Order file With the ~ilros.4 CO:a::m:ission the schedllJ.e of gas 

·ra.tes herein established. 
~~ ''''- . 

Dated at san Fre.:l.c1sco. California, this .aM dIJ:f 

of :December, 1920. ~-G • Co. c-~i::~'., 
~.;;r 
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