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In tJ:Je. Matter o~ the Application ot: } 
the. WES~~' PACIFIC RAILROa COMl?ANY ) 
for 3.!l order authoriz1:lg the a.b8J'ldon- ) 
:::lent of that 'Oortioll of its line of ) 

. railroad. lT~ b(ltwee:l. Moy a.:ld ) 
Carnegie. Ca.lifornia. ) 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ 

Stephen F. Ot~a, for Applicant. 

Application No. 5322. 

F. G. Cartwright, for tAe- :Be:ek:nan-L1.c.de1l 
Engi:leeriD(> Coxpora.tion;; Protes.tant. 

BY TEE comcrsSION: 

OPINION 
--.-.-.---~ 

Applieant in the above entitled. proeee~ has 

petitioned th~ Railroad Commizsion for an order authorizing 

-:a.e absndonment o! that portion of its l1.tle of railroad ly1.tlg 

between MOY and Carnegie on its Te.ala b:ro.c.ch alleging tha.t 

the public no longer requires the' con'tinued ma.1ntena.n.ee and 

operation o! the portion of ra.ilroad proposed to be s.ba.t1doned 

and t:b.at it is the desire ot e:o'Olicsnt to rem~e the rails: 
~ . 

and ot~r material-a. and omploy them elsewhere: OD. other portiOns 

ot the operative properties of app11csnt. 

L publie hearing on this a.pplication wa.s conducted by 

Exam'ner EanUoro. a.t San Francisco'. the matter was d~ sub­

mitted O~ stipulation by attorneys ~or applicant and pro-

testant and is now ready for decision. 

App11ca.:lt alleges,. as justJ£1es.t1oJ'l fo::- the grant1l:lg 

of this app11ca.tion. that the- i:J.dustries loea.ted. 0.0. the portion 
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of l1ne propo'sed to be a.ba.o.doned are nonope.rati ve; the eoal 

mine formor~ eXist1:ag at Tesla. hav11lg been aba.nctoned and tile 

maeh1.nery serving same hav1.!lS been scrapped and removed; that 
urlng 

brick and. po::tary m!l.!lu:ract~la.nts formerly existing a.t 

Carnegie a..o.d Walden have been diamantled and tAe :naehinery 

scrap~od and removed; that occa.sional shipments of msng~ese 

ore were shipped froe the station of' Ma.o.ganese prior to tAe 

early part of the year 1919 but that no such shipments mve 
been offered for movement for ~pproXimately on~ ~ear; that the 

manganese plant at the station of MAnganese has been dismantled 

$J'.ld the machinery and. eCluipment removed. and. shipped away; tAat 

tAera 18 now no 1ndustry 1:l operat10..0. at 8JlY P01nt, on the· 

Teale. branch beyond the station of Moy and there is no tra!:tic, 

either present or pros.pective. to 00 tra.o.spor-:ed to or frot:. 

any station bey~d the stetion ot Moy. 

A witness for applicant t~stified that the portion of 

lil'le proposed to be e.ba.nd.oned. was 4.43 miles in length ac.d that 

to pla.ce the l1.rle in safe operative condition would:. require 

a.c. expenditure of appro:til:ate.ly $22.572.00; the principal, 

expendi ture necessary bebg for the 1.n.stallation of ne't7 ties,. 

eur~a.cillg of t:rack~' di tch1ng of cuts, repairs to bridges s.nd 

culverts. The portion o:f' line proposed. to be abandoned is 

subject to. 'i"lS.Shouts duri.:lg the winter ra.i.tl:t. Tile· ma1n":tenance 

ot track and bridges has required an expenditure of approx1mately 

$1l~800.00 fOr the :perioQ. !roc. January 1, 1910., to Aug".lst 

l~ 1920. 

Mr. Thaod.ore Rwlter, as sista.!:l t ge-ne:ral :!reigil.t 8ge.o. t . 

:eor applie:sct,. 'testified as to the f:reight traffic 1landloo 

over the portion of 11.:le proposed. to 'be e.os.ndoned and o~!eree. a 

statement as an exh1bit w1l1c:" 1:le.ice.te::: t~t e::.=i:lg ~e 
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calendar year 1919 a tot~ o! 740 toes moved outbound from 

stations located on the portion of branch proposed to be 

a.bandoned re.sulting i:J. a. gross reV&llue of $l~935. 70.. Dcr~ 

the period. January to July~ 1920~ inclusive, a total of thirty­

six tons were moved with a gross revenue o:! $ll5.72. 

~e granting of tilis 8.:9plicstion is opposed by the 

EeoJol'lan-L1nden Engir.oeriag COl':pors.t1on. ;1' witness for such 

protestant testit'1ed t:aa.t tbe, 3&ck:Ilan-Linden E.nginaeri:lg Cor­

poration llad purchased the property of the. Teals. coal mines; 

the deposit of coal existing i.e. such mi.::l.es being ic. excess of 

20~OOO~OOO tons and that the coal originating in such mines 

could. not be ship:p&d or stored 'boe.cauS6 of the fact that it 

deteriorated by· slacking and was too high 1n volatility. 

Efforta were be1J:lg made by prote-stants to estab-lish at tila 

Zesla mizlos a plant fo::, the IIlS.!lu=t~Clture o:f pulveriz:ed :fa.el 

such method ta.ki:lg t!le run o! the mine an~ crushing 1 t to a. 

po'wUer ~fic:ie.o.tl.y ~i.::le. to ;9s.as through a two hundred mesh 

sc.reen and sAipp1:l.g the product in tWlk ears. it then bei.c.g 

fed io.to b,o!.lers. 11l the sa:ne r:lS.%l!ler .:loS ~el 011, it being 

e1a1.m6d t:a.a.t the :.ombustio.c. value- was higher t::o.a.n fuel 011 

and th& thermal. reClord nearly six per cant grea.ter. Tbe cost 

of this pulv~i~e~ fuel is estimated to be of but oDe-half to 

two-thirds that ot :fuel oU and. a tra.r:lber o-r inquiries had been 

received from l.arge CO!lsume.rs o~ :fuel oil for prices and. pros­

peCltive contracts :for the pulverized fUel proposed to be 

msn'daetured by this protestant.. It was also testified that 

there: was a demand for clay to the exte.z:l'~ of tour cars. per 

day as soon as protestant was able to make deliveries and. 

tila.t a certain strata. ot s8.!ld particularly' adapted :for the 

man1lf'actu:/:e of glass had been found in the TGsla mines. and that 



co.c:~~ts ha.d been o~ered. for s. mi.:l.1::m:tm. of 2:5 .. 000 tons per 

yoar 'but taa.t such contracts could not be closed until tunnels 

~ the ~os baa been ~ees~blishod~ tnc ~d lying be~ond the 

eoal vei.l:l. 

In viow of the very S"J.bstl.ultial tonnage a.pparently 

ready tor move:::lo.llt, after certa.1!l ple.c.s for financiDg 0.0 t::oe 
part o~ protestant had been srra.aged. and the comparatively 

small salvage expense a.ecr.:t1.ng to applica.n t by reaso.o ot ti:a 

,ropos:ed abandol:lr!e.o.t a.nd. removal of t:aa portio!l of tile ora..neh 

l1.c.e t thore oei.:lg out $15 .. 034.00 saJ.vage involved, nn ef:!ort 

was made by tAe Commission to defer decision in this :latter 

UlltU spplica.tlt a.c.c1 protes.tant could. co.o£er and protest8!rtt 

eoulct complete its negotiations tor fi.na:tc:Z..!lg their project. 

A st1:pula:t1on was accordingly ente·recl i:lto by "ooth app1iesnt 

e..nd protostant "';0 the cttect tlla.t the Co:cno.iesioJ1 be requested 

to delay" its decision UlltU NOVQl:loor 1, 1920, a.o.d. that in the 

mea.c.time satisfe.ct.ory proof should be- :furnished to the Com-

mission that traffic sufficient to justif.1 the coctinued 

main tenanc e. and ope ra.t i.o!!. of: the track J? roposed to be aoa.ndone d 

would be furnisiad by tAe protosta.o.ts. aO advice ha.ving been 

:roeeive<i 'by the Com.::.ssiotl 1n accorda.:lce with. the stipulation' 

:f11od. Sopte:nbor ll~ 1920, tills application should 'be consldered 

on its :r.eri ts a.nd. :1.rl viow of tile extremely limited amount of 

traffic originating on or destined to tAS stationa located on 

the :portion of track horoin proposed to be a.band.oned, we li.r&, 

00£ tho opi.::lion S!ldfind os a fact tha.t the conti.c.ueci:. ms.:1.rlte-llsnce 

8-tld. opera.tion o! the 'branch line o:f the applicant lyi.o.g 

be-tween lroy and Ce.rnogie is not justified or required. by the 

public s.nd tba t tile a:pplicEo."wiotl s:o.o'llld. be grM ted.. 



A public heari!l.g bsv,1tlg 'been held in the above 

entitled p:z:ooeeedi:l.s, tAe matter havi:lg: beell duly submitted 0.0. 

st1pu1a tio.tl of applicac. t arlO. protesta..o.ts • the Commiesio.tl 'bein.g 

fully adnsed and basing its order on the i'i!lding of fact as 

appeari.:lg in the tore:go1l:lg opi:l1o.tl. 

IT IS '57.RE:sY ORDERED that this application 'be ~d the 

oa::ne hereby is granted. 

The :foregoing opini.on and. brde: are herooy approved. 

and ordered filed as the opinion and order o=: the Railroad 

Commission o! tae State of California. 

J~ 

~
Dated at San Francisco, Calirornia, this 

, J I r -'-I -' 
o . ~.' 

CoI::llIliSsioners. 
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