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In the Matter o the 4pplication o2

the WESTERN PaCIFIC RAITROAD COMPANY

for an order authorizing thc abandon~-

ment of that portion of itz line of

- railroad lying betweea Moy azd Apovlication No. 5322,
Carnegie, Californis.
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Stephen . 0tig, for 4pplicant.
F. G. Caxrtwright, for the Beckmsn-ILinden
Engineering Coxporation; Protestant.

3Y TEE CCQMIISSION:
OCPINIOX

Applicant in the above entitled proceeding has
petitionéd the Reilrosd Commission for an order authorizing
tae zbandonment 02 that portion of its line of railroad lying
between Moy and Cearmegie on its Tesla branch alleging that
the public no longer requires the continued maintenance and
operation of the portion of railroad proposed to be-abandoned
and that it iz the desire of applicant to remore the ralls
gnd other materials and employ them elsewisre on other vportioms
of the operative properties of spplicant.

L public hesring on this application was conducted by
Examiner Esndford at San Francisco, the matter was duly sub-
mitted om stipulation by attorneys for applicant snd pro-
testant and is now ready for decision.

Apvlicant alleges, as Justificatlon for the granting
of this apvlication, thet the industries located on the portion




of line proposed to0 be sbandoned are nonoperative; thc coal
mine formerly existing st Tesla having been abandoned and tie
machinery serving same havigg Eeen scrappred and removed; tkat
brick and povtery manufaczﬁéignts formerly existing at
Carnegle and Walden have beexn dismsntled and the machinexy
scrapred and removed; that occasional skipments of mangarece
ore were Shipped from the statioa of Manganese prior to tue
early pert of the yeasr 1919 but that no such shipments have
been o0ffered for movement Lor approximately one year; that the
menganese plant at the station of langanese has been dismantled
and the mechinery and equipment removed aund shipped away; tast
there is now no Industry in operation at any point on the
Tegla branch beyond the station of Moy and there is no traffic,
either present or prospective, to0 be transporied to or Irom
any station beyond the stetion of Moy.

A witness for spylicant testified that the portion of
line proposed to be sghandoned wes 4.43 miles in Jlength and that
to pl&ce the lipe in safe operative condition would require
an expenditure of spproximately $22,572.00; the princival
expenditure necessary being for the installation of new ties,

surfacing of track, ditching of cuts, repairs to bridges and

culverts. The vortion of line vroposed to be abandoned is

subject to washouts during ithe winter rains. The meintenance
of track and bridges has reguired an expenditure of approximately
$11,800.00 £or the veriod ILroum Jénuary 1, 1916, to August
1, 1920.

Mr. Theodors Huater, assistant general Zreight agent
for spplicact, testified as to the freight traffic handled
over the portion of line proposed to be esbandoned and clfered o

statement ae an exhibit whickh indicetes thet durizg the




calexndar yesr 1919 a totsl of 740 torzs moved outbound from
stations located on the toxtion of branch proposed +o be
abezndoned resulting in a gross reveame of $1,935.70. During
the period Jamuery to July, 1920, inclusive, & total of thirty-
six tons were moved with a gross reveaue of $115.72.

The granting of tais application is opposed by the
Beckman-Tinden Eagircaring Corporation. AL witness for such
protestant testified that thae Seckman-Iinden Zngineering Cor-
poration had purchased the property of the Tesla coal mines;
the depocit of coal existing Iin such mines Seing iz excess of
20,000,000 tons and thet the coal originating in such mines
counld not be shipped or stored because of the fact that it
detexriorated by slacking and was too high im vwolatility «
Zfforts were being made by protestants to establisa at the

Tesls mines a plant for the manufocture of pulverized fuel

such method talzing the run of the mine and crushing it to a

powder cufficiently Tine %o vass through & two hundred mesh
screen and saipping the product in tank cars, it then bveing
fed iato boilers {n the same manner as fuel ofl, it being
¢claimed that tkhe combustiorn value was aigher than fuel oil

ard the thermal record nearly sSix per ceant greater. The cost
of this pulvexrized fwel is estimated to be of but one-half to
twowthirds that oL fuel o0il and a muumber of inguiries had been
received from large consumeré of fuel oil for vrices and pros-
pective contracts for the pulverized fuel proposed to he
manufactured by this protestant. It was also testified tnat
trere was & demand foxr clay to the extent of four cars per

day a8 soon as vrotestant was able to meke deliveries and

that a certain strate of sand particularly adspted for tae
nanufacture o0f glass had been found in the Tosla mines an&‘that




contructs had been offered for s minlimmm of 25,000 tons per

yeexr but that such coatracts could not be closed until tunnels
in the mines nad been roestabliszhed, the sand lying beyond the
¢coal vein.

In viow of the very substantiel tbnnage apparently
ready for movemeat, after certain plens for financing on tae
part of protestant had been arrsaged, sad the comparetively
smell salvage expense accruing o qoplicant by reeson of the
nroposed sbandonment and removal of the portion of the braxch
line, there being but $15,634.00 salvage involved, au effort
was made by the Commission to defex decision'in tais matter |
until spplicant aud protestant cowld conler and protestant
conld complete its megotiations for Linanciag their project.

4 stipulation was accoxdingly entexed into by voth applicent
and pretestant SO the‘eifbct that the Commission be requested
to delay its decision uatil Kovembér 1, 1920, axnd <vhat in the
moantime satisfectory proof shouwld be Lurnished to tae Com-
miszion that traffic sufficient to Jjustify the contidﬁed
maintenance and operation of the track proposed to be sbandoned
would be furnishaﬁ by the protestants. Xo advice having been
received by the Commissioa in accordance with the Stipulstion '
filed Septexbor 11, 1920, tiis gpplication should ve consﬁiered
on i%s merite and in view of the extremely limited amount of
treffic originating on or destined to the stations located on
the wortion of track rerein proposed to be sbandoned, we are.
of the opianfon andfind s & fact that the continued meintenance
and operstion of +the branch line of the applicant lying
vetween Moy and Cermegie is not Justified or required by the

public and that tre applicution siould be granted.
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A public hearing having been neld in the gbove
entitled proceeding, the matter haviag been duly submitied on
stipulation of applicant and protestaats , the Commission deing
fully advised and basing its order on the Lianding of fact as
apvearing in the Loregoing opinion,

I IS IEREBY ORDERED that this spplication be azd tae
came nercoy is granted.

mhe foregoing opinion and order are heredy approved
and ordered filed ss the opimion and oxder of the Reilroad

Commission of the State of California.

4
Dated gt San Prancisco, Celifornis, this 3 N\ day
) rat 1T 2 : g
o} reeor,

\

Commissioners.




